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Z Editorial

arly generations of Muslims are unanimousin that the Sun-

E;lih of the Prophet, Salla Allahu Alayhi Wasallam, is the

ond and last sourcefor Islamic law in all mattersof life,

belief, the unseen, politics, education, etc. They aso unanimously

prohibit shunning and rejecting the Sunnah in any of the matters

mentioned above, or preferring opinions, Ijtihad or Qiyas to the
Sunnah.

The Noble Quran provides many Ayat that order Muslims
to refer to the Sunnah of the Prophet for judgment. Allah said,
what translated means, 4€And whatsoever the Messenger gives
you, takeit, and whatsoever heforbidsyou, abstain fromit, and
fear Allah. Verily, Allah is severe in punishment.$ [59:7], and,
€Nor does he speak of his own desire. It isonly an Inspiration
that is inspired.y [53:3-4]. There are numerous other Ayat that
support this meaning.

As for the Sunnah itself, it contains numerous evidences
that clearly attest the obligation of following the Messenger in al
matters of religion. For example, the Prophet SallaAllahu Alayhi
Wasallam said, what translated means, “Verily! | was given the
Quran and its equal with it (the Sunnah). There may be a man,
his stomach is full and he is laying on his couch, and saying,
‘Holdfast to thisQuran. Whatever you find of permissible matters,
take it as permissible, and whatever you find in it of prohibi-
tions, consider it prohibited.” However, whatever the Messenger
of Allah renders impermissible is equal to what Allah renders
impermissible...” [Abu Dawood, At-Tirmithi, Al-Hakim & Ah-
mad], among many other Hadiths.

The above Ayat and Hadiths indicate that there is no dif-
ference between Allah’s Decrees and the decrees of the Messen-
ger. All what the Prophet has uttered, in matters of religion or the

... continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1... Editorial

unseen, are arevelation from Al-
lah. Misguidance can never touch
thisrevelation.

The Quran cannot be a
substitute for the Sunnah. Onthe
contrary, the Sunnah is equal to
the Quran in terms of the neces-
sity of adherence and implemen-
tation. Whoever substitutes the
Quran for the Sunnah and defies
and disobeys the M essenger, will

consequently be committing dis-
obedience of the Ayat mentioned
above.

Whatever the Prophet has
prohibited is equal to whatever
Allah hasprohibited. All decrees
of the Messenger, that cannot be
found inthe Quran, are considered
asif they werein the Quran. The
Messenger said, what translated
means, “Verily! |1 was given the

Quran anditsequal withit.” [Abu
Dawood, At-Tirmithi & Ahmad].

Because of theimportance
of this topic, we have decided to
makeit thetopic of the DIH Ninth
Annual Meeting, which shall be
held In Sha Allah August 31st to
September 2nd, in Orlando Forida,
under thetitle, “The Sunnah: Mar-
vels of its Collection, Classifica-
tion and Application.” i
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Slandering
Allah, the Prophet or Islam

b meansto curse, insult and slander some-
S?e. Sabb of Allah, theProphet or thereligion
f Islam is a grave act that takes the person

out of thefoldsof ISlam. Wepreviously provedthis
ruling, and now we will elaborate on this most

devastating act that millions of Muslims commit
unaware of its danger.

The Acceptance of Repentance

Many scholars have agreed that those who
commit Sabb against Allah, His Messenger or the
religion, that they areto be executed without asking
them to repent. Some scholars, on the other hand,
said that such people are like the Murtadd who
deserves a chance to repent or else will be killed.
Thus, many scholars have stated that when aperson
repents from the Sabb of Allah, His Book, His
Prophet or Hisreligion, then hewill not beimmedi-
ately executed. Furthermore, some drew adistinc-
tion between the Sabb of Allah and the Sabb of the
Prophet, thus requiring execution for those who
cursetheProphet evenif they repent, whileaverting
capital punishment from those who repent from
cursing Allah. This is the opinion of Shaykh Al-
Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, as he has stated in As-Sarim
Al-Madoal.

Shaykh Al-Idamsaid, “If suchapersonwas
a Muslim, he shall be executed according to the
Ijmaa because he will have become a Murtadd, a
Kafir and even worse. The Kafir respectsthe Lord,

(2/2)

all thewhile believing that hisfalse creed does not
constitutejesting regarding Allah or Sabb for Him.
Thereafter, our scholars have disagreed regarding
accepting repentance from such people, thus avert-
ing capital punishment if they repent, just asisthe
case when the Murtadd repents. There are two
opinionsregarding this matter.”

Then Shaykh Al-lIslam stated that, “Some
scholars, such aslmam AbuHanifah, haveindicated
that thereisadifference between thosewho commit
Sabb against Allah and those who commit Sabb
against the Prophet. They stated that committing
Sabb against Allah is clear Kufr, and that thisisan
aggression against Allah. They haveal so stated that
repentance by thosewho fall into Kufr or thosewho
are Kuffar shall be accepted, thus averting capital
punishment accordingto ljmaa’ .

What testifies to this fact is that the Chris-
tianscommit Sabb against Allah by claimingthat He
isoneintrinity and by saying that Hehasason. The
Prophet informed us that Allah said in a Qudsi
Hadith, ‘ Theson of Adam hasinsulted Me, and he
hasnoright todo so, and the son of Adam hasalso
accused Me of lying, and he hasno right to do so.
Asfor hisinsulting Me, he says, ‘ Allah has begot-
tenason, whilel AmtheOne, theEver-Sustainer.’
[Al-Bukhari & Muslim]. Itisawell-known fact that
Allahwill forfeit HisRight of retribution regarding
those who repent from Kufr. If a person brings

...continuedonpage 13 (&=~
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Ridiculing

The Religion

hereby itsrules. Yet, all they doissearchfor

mistakes made by firm followers of Islam.
They usethese mistakestoridiculereligiouspeople
andtoincitehatred and enmity for them. They act as
if thereisno evil on earth except those who firmly
follow thelawsof Iam. They insultwomenwhoad-
hereto Muslimwoman’ sdresscode, Al-Hijab. They
also claim that bearded men are naive and that they
driveother peopleaway fromthereligion. They claim
thatimplementingthereligion constitutesbackward-
nessand describefollowingthelslamic codeof con-
duct as extremism that restricts personal freedom.
Furthermore, amongtheir numerousfalseclams, they
declare that calling to the Path of Allah is partisan
politics.

Therearesomewhoclaimtolovelslamand ad-

What isamazingisthat thesepeoplewhoridi-
culereligious men and women claim that their acts
arenot anti-1slamic but anti somereligiouselements
and partiesthat usereligionforworldly gains. If, for
thesakeof argument, weconsider someof what they
say astrue, then does this give them theright to at-
tack every religious man and woman? Isridiculing
Hijabdirected atthosel slamicpartiesor againstare-
ligious rule? Isrefusing to implement the religion
directed at these “religious elements” or isit awar
waged against Allah? Allah said, what translated
means, §But no , by your Lord, they can have no
faith, until they makeyou (O Mohammad) judgein
all disputes between them, and find in themselves
no resistance against your decisions, and accept
themwith full submission.$ [4:65]. Dothesepeople
think that they aredeceiving Allah or other people, or
arethey deceiving themselves? What iseven more
amazingisthat thesepeoplepraiseantireligiousele-
ments and parties that show enmity towards Islam.

They support such misguided el ementsand groupsin
all their positions, whether right or wrong. They por-
tray theseelementsasnationalistic and patrioticand
that they seek thebest for Muslims. They forgettheir
antireligiouspositionsandthat they seek thedestruc-
tion of 1slam through corruption.

|sdamhasavery clear and straightforwardrul -
ingregardingthosepeoplewhoridiculereligiousmen
and women, even if they claim that their intentions
aregood, for goodintentionsdo not changefa sehood
into guidanceand truth. Allah, the Exalted One, re-
futedthosewhoridiculedtheMessenger of Allahand
hiscompanionsand confirmedtheir disbelief because
of suchacts, athoughthey claimedthat they wereonly
jesting. Hesaid, what translated means, 4 f you ask
them (aboutthis), they declare, “ Wewereonlytalk-
ingidlyandjoking.” Say, " Wasitat Allah,HisSigns
andHisMessenger that you weremocking?’ Make
no excuse; you have disbelieved after you had
believed.3 [9:65].

Itiswell-known to the scholarsof Islam that
whenapersonridiculesaMuslimjust becauseof his
firm following of the religion, then he negates his
Islam. Thereisnothingto jest about with regardsto
Al-Hijab, unlesswhat isbeing ridiculed isthe reli-
gion that ordered women to wear Hijab. Thereis
nothing to jest about or hate with regardsto imple-
menting the rules of Shari’ah, unlesswhat isbeing
ridiculed isthe system that Allah has decreed. Itis
amazing that such peoplewhoridiculereligiousmen
and women and utter suchwordsabout ISlamicLaw,
that they pray and fast and consider themselvestrue
Muslims! Thetruth isthat they are far from Islam,
and they need to get back on the correct Path and
adhereby therulesof Islam. [
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Salafi Concepts...

Following
The Salaf

ur Salaf (predecessorsor ancestors) werethe quickest to achieve piety

and righteousness, the most moderate, had the best understanding of

the religion and were the most knowledgeable in the Quran and
Sunnah. Theyweretheoneswhoruledtheearth after they had ruledtheir own
lives with the religion, and they are the ones whom Allah is pleased with and
whomHehasordered ustofollow. Theyareour righteousand piousancestors,
and nothing will be good for us except what was good for them.

Who are the Salaf?

TheSalaf arethecompanionsof theM essen-
ger of Allah, Salla Allahu Alayhi Wasallam, and
those who came after them from among the first
threegenerationsafter the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah be pleased with them all. It also entailsthose
who followed their righteous lead, such as Imams
AbuHanifah, Mdik, Shafii, Ahmad, Ibn Al-Mubarak,
Ibn Taymiyyah, etc.

The Salaf had One Creed

There were never disputes among the Salaf
regarding the basis of thereligion. They all agreed
on the sources of revelation and believing in al that
iscoontained in the Quran and Sunnah. They were
all followers of the companions of the Messenger of
Allah. None of them asked about the essence of

Allah’s Names and Attributes while they were the
ones who asked the Messenger about the orphans,
the new moons, liquor, menses, gambling and many
other matters that are far less significant than the
basis of thereligion: Knowing Allah by HisNames
and Attributes. Had they needed more information
on this matter, they would have asked the Messen-
ger about it.

It cannot be imagined that the companions
would ask about |essimportant matters as we have
stated above and ignorethe basis of thereligion that
they did not fully understand. In redlity, they had
understood these important basesin the correct and
proper manner, and they also understood that they
should not go into the essence of Existence of Allah
nor that they should equate or resemble Him with
His creation. They understood and comprehended
what was required of them and they did not go into
what was beyond the human ability.
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Why the Creed of the Salaf?

Lusts and desires have mislead the people
and scattered them all over, leading them to mis-
guidanceand evil. Thishasledthemtofall into all
kinds of Bid’ ahs (innovations) and corrupt beliefs.
Nothing will guard against this except holding fast
to the Quran and Sunnah and the way of the righ-
teous Salaf from among the companions and the
two successive generations. Thisis because of the
following reasons:

1— Allah hastestified to the righteousness
of the Salaf and their virtues. He said, what trans-
lated means, ¢ And thefirst toembracel slamof the
Muhajirun (those who migrated from Makkah to
Madinah) andtheAnsar (thecitizensof Al-Madinah
who hel ped and gave aid totheMuhagjirun) and also
those who followed

teeth, and avoid theinnovations, for everyinnova-
tion isamisguidance.” [At-Tirmithi, Abu Dawood
& IbnMajah].

The companions and the successive two
generationswerethe quickest of all peoplefor what
isgood andrighteous. They werealsothemost firm
in following the Sunnah and avoiding Bid ah and
extremisminthereligion. Thisiswhy anyonewho
wants to be guided and be on the correct path must
follow their path and adopt their creed and Manhg.
Thisisthe reason why we say that the creed of the
Salaf is the true creed, and everything else is a
misguidance and arejected way.

The Texts Explain Everything

Allah said regarding

themexactly (inFaith).
Allah is well-pleased
with them as they are
well-pleased with
Him.p [9:100]. This
Ayah indicates their
truthfulness and righ-
teousness and the cor-
rectness of their creed
and Manhg (method-

ology).

Our Salaf were the quickest to
achieve piety and righteousness,
the most moderate, had the best

understanding of the religion and
were the most knowledgeable in
the Quran and Sunnah.

HisMessenger, SallaAl-
lahu Alayhi Wasallam,
what translated means,
¢He it is Who sent
among the unlettered
onesa Messenger (Mo-
hammad) from among
themselves, reciting to
them His Verses, puri-
fyingthem (fromthefilth
of disbelief and polythe-

2— Allah haspromised with severetorment
anyone who follows a path other than that of the
Salaf. Hesaid, what translated means, ¢And who-
ever contradicts and opposes the Messenger after
theright path has been shown clearly to him, and
follows other than the believers way. We shall
keep himin the path hehaschosen, and burn him
in Hell - what an evil destination.$ [4:115]. This
also indicates that the Salaf were followers of the
correct path.

3— The Messenger of Allah, Salla Allahu
Alayhi Wasallam, said, what trand ated means, “ F ol -
low my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly
guided Caliphs after me. Hold on to it with your

ism), andteachingthem
the Book (this Quran) and Al-Hikmah (the Sun-
nah). And verily, they had been beforein manifest
error.$ [62:2]. This Ayahindicatesthat Allah has
indeed explained to the peoplethrough HisM essen-
ger all what needsto be explained of the basisof the
religion and the various rulings and codes of con-
duct. Allahdidnotletthepeoplefollowtheir desires,
opinions or views. Rather, He explained to us
everything weneed inamanner that | eft no ambigu-
ities. Thisiswhat AllahhasruledwhenHesaid, what
translated means, ¢Messengers as bearers of good
news aswell as of warning in order that mankind
should have no plea against Allah after the
Messengers. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful,
All-Wise.p [4:165].
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Doubts & Misconceptions

Many peoplehavedefiedthecreedand Man-
haj of the Salaf, depending on some basel essdoubts
and misconceptions. Some have claimed that the
proofs in the Quran neither convince the mind nor
lead to certainty, but only affect the emotions and
movetheheart. Thishasledthemtoinvent newways
of understanding the Quran and to depend on their
mindsinstead of the Textsof the Quran and Sunnah.
They claim that the Texts lead to what is possible
whilethe mind leadsto what is certain.

Thisbelief will certainly lead to clear rejec-
tionof many Ayat of the

It is amazing that these people claim to be
Muslims, yet claim that philosophy and the art of
words are safer, wiser and higher in status than
Allah’ sWords. They havemadetheteachingsof Ar-
Razi, Al-Ghazali, Al-Matoridi and soforthasajudge
over Allah’ sWords. How could these people make
the limited weak creation --the mind-- a ruler and
authority over theAlmighty andinfinitely WiseL ord?

Following the Manhaj of the Salaf

A guestion we put forward to all those who
have deviated from the creed and Manhg of the
Salaf: Did Allah giveus

Quran, torgject thefact
that the Messenger has
fully explained the Qu-
ran and taught us the
Sunnah, and to reject
that theQuranand Sun-
nah contain what will
purify theheart, soul and
mind. All this has led
these people to aban-
don the Quran, neglect

It is very wrong for any-
one to say that the path

of the Salaf is not suitable
for this day and age, the
age of technology.

the bounty of the mind
SO we can useit to slan-
der and insult Him?!
What is the difference
between those people
and Satan who was too
arroganttobowtoAdam
inSujoodwhenAllahor-
dered him to do so?

It is time now for

the Sunnah and revere
theBid ah. They claimedthat thismisguided pathis
thefirstthingevery Musimshouldbelieveinandthat
anyone who does not follow this path is not a
believer. This has led some of their extremists to
declarethat all Muslimswhodonot follow their way
regarding the Quran and Sunnah are Kuffar.

Thesemisguided peoplewereabletomislead
many Muslims using their confused logic. Many
people of knowledge among the latter generations
were affected by this path. They worked hard to
spread it inthe Muslim Ummah and fiercely fought
anyone who called to following the true path of the
Salaf. They have evenreached alevel of arrogance
andrudenessthat they declared, “ Theway of the Sal af
issafer, but theway of theK halaf (atter generations)
iswiser and more knowledgeable.” This statement
initselfillustratestheir rgj ection of theManhgj of the
Salaf and their defiance to the Quran and Sunnah.

thosepeopletorepent to
Allah and follow His Path, the path of therighteous
Salaf. The Salaf followed this path and thus spread
thereligion and dominated theearth. They usedthe
Quran and Sunnahto spread Islam, and were ableto
successfully spreaditintheeast andwest, amongAr-
absand non-Arabs. They aretheexampleto befol-
lowedandtherolemodel tobeadmired. Their pathis
theright pathandtheroadtovictory. Itisvery wrong
for anyoneto say that the path of the Sal af isnot suit-
ablefor thisday and age, theage of technology. The
path of the Sal af issuitablefor all ages. Itistheonly
pathtobefollowedat all times.

Weshall soonstand beforeAllahandHewill
ask usabout thepaththat wehavefollowedinlifeand
the deedswe performed. Didwefollow the Manhg
of the Messenger and the believersor didwefollow
the path of Satan and the people of Bid'ah and
misguidance?! [
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Avolid that

Which | Have

The Prophet

Said

Prohibited for You

buHurayrah, Abdur-Rahmanibn Sakhr, may
A Allah bepleased with him, said: | heard the

Messenger of Allah, SallaAllahuAlayhi Wa:
sallam, say:

“Avoid that which | have prohibited
for you, and performthat which | havecom-
mandedyou, asmuch asyou can. Andknow
that what hasled to thedestruction of those
(nations) who were before you were their
numerous questions (about mattersthat did
not happenyet, or unnecessary questions, etc.)
and their disputing with their Prophets.”

Related by Al-Bukhari & Muslim

The Destruction of Some Nations

TheProphet said, “ And knowthat what has
led to the destruction of those (nations) who were
beforeyou, weretheir numerousquestionsandtheir
disputing with their Prophets.” This part of the
Hadithexplainsthereasonwhy someancient nations
weredestroyed by Allah, soastoencourageMuslims
toavoidtheir evil and destructivewaysand besaved
fromtheir miserablefate.

Asking Numerous Questions

Thetypesof questionsthat bring about such
destruction areasfollows:

(2/2)

1 — Asking about what thereligion did not
yet specify itsruling. Allah, the Exalted, has prom-
ised mankindthat Hewill providethemwithall what
will bring about their happinessinthislifeandinthe
Last Life. Therefore, hurryingto know aruling that
Allahdid not yet specify isahated behavior, indeed.
Sometimes, when such questionsareraised, aruling
may then be specified, leading Muslimsto fall into
whatisdifficulttobare. TheMessenger of Allahsaid,
what translated means, “ Thosewhowill acquirethe
heaviest sin asregardsother Muslims, aretheones
who ask about a matter which Allah did not yet
prohibit and, asaconsequence, it becomesprohib-
ited for Muslims because of this question.” [Mus-
[im]. Imam An-Nawawi saidwithregardstothislast
Hadith, “ ThisprohibitionappliestotheProphet’ slife-
timeonly, for ever since, thereligionwascompl eted,
and therewasno way to add to the Commandments.
Therefore, this prohibition becameinvalid because
what necessitiesit doesnot exist anymore (for there
isno revelation after the Prophet hasdied).”

2— Asking about mattersthat carry no ben-
efit, especially whenthequestioner couldreceivean
answer that hehates. AbuMusaAl-Ash’ ari said that
theM essenger wasoncerepeatedly asked about some
insignificant matterswhich hehated and whichmade
himangry. Then, theProphet saidtothepeople, “ Ask
me any question you want!” A man said, “Whois
my father, O Messenger of Allah!” Hesaid, “ Your
Father is'Huthafah.” Then, another man stood up
andsaid, “Whoismy father, O Messenger of Allah!”
He said, “Your father is Salim, the Mawla (freed
slavesarecalled Mawlaor loyalistsof their ex-mas-
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ters) of Shaybah.” When Umar saw theanger inthe
face of theMessenger of Allah, hesaid, “ O Messen-
ger of Allah! Werepentto Allah.” [Muslim].

3— Askingquestionsfor jestandjoyful play.
IbnAbbassaid, “ Someusedto ask the Prophet out of
jest and joyful play. A man would ask, ‘Who ismy
father? ,andanotherwouldask, ‘Whereismy came ? ,
whenheloseshiscamel. Then, Allahreved ed, 4 Oyou
who believe! Ask not about thingswhich, if made
plain to you, may cause you trouble. [5:101].”

4 — Asking about theruling with regardsto
mattersthat did not yet occur. 1bn*Hajar said, “ This
Hadithindicatesthat it isbetter for oneto busy him-
self withmattersthat will bring aboutimmediateben-
efitandrefrainfromask-

What further testifiestothismeaning offered
by Imamibn*Hgaristheanswer that ZaydibnThabit,
may Allah be pleased with him, used to give when
asked about amatter, “Hasitoccurredyet?’ |f hewas
told,“No,” hewouldsay,“ Thenwaituntil itoccurs!”
Also,Umaroncesaid, “ | forbidyoufromasking about
that whichhasnotyet occurred, for wearesufficiently
busy with that which hasalready occurred!”

5— Asking questionsfor thesakeof making
mattersdifficult and asan act of defiance. Suchques-
tionscanleadtoevil ends, becausetheir answersmay
bedifficult toimplement andfulfill, just aswhat had
occurred with the Jews. They were ordered to sac-
rificeacow, any cow! Y et, they made their matter
difficult by asking severa questionsabout thedescrip-

tionof thecow, asAllah

ing about the matters
thatwill notresultinim-
mediate benefit. Thisis
just like if the Prophet
had said, ‘Busy your-
selvesfulfillingtheobli-
gationsandavoidingthe
prohibitions, instead of
asking about matters
whichdidnotyetoccur.’
Therefore,theMudimis

The Muslim is obliged to search
for the matters that were men-
tioned by Allah and His Messen-

ger and then strive to compre-
hend their meanings and busy
himself implementing them.

has mentioned, ¢They
said, “Call upon your
Lordfor usthat Hemay
makeplaintouswhat it
isl”$ [2:68], €They
said, “Call upon your
Lord for us to make
plain to usits color.” $
[2:69] and, ¢ They said,
“Call upon your Lord
for usthat Hemay make

obligedtosearchforthe
mattersthat were mentioned by Allahand HisMes-
senger andthen striveto comprehendtheir meanings
and busy himself implementingthem. If oneof these
matterswaswith regardsto Faith, hemust believein
itandinitstruthfulness. If it was apractical matter,
he should strive his best to implement it, either by
performingor avoidingit. Whenonefindsthat hestill
hassparetime, heisallowedtothink about theruling
regarding some mattersthat did not occur yet, so as
toknow what todoif they occur. However, itispro-
hibited for oneto hear of an obligation or aprohibi-
tionandthen spend hiseffort assuming somematters
that may or may not occur whileignoringimplement-
ingwhat heheard (theobligation or theprohibition).
Acquiringknowledgeinthereligionisgood, aslong
one seeksto implement this knowledge and not ac-
quireittoindulgeinuselessargumentsanddisputes.”

plaintouswhatitis.” $
[2:70]. Thisiswhy Allah madethismatter difficult
for the Jews and criticized them for such hated and
evil behavior. Also, thisiswhy theMessenger of Allah
feared thisend for his nation when heforbade them
from asking too many questions.

6— Askingabout what Allahhashiddenfrom
usfor awisdom that He best knows, such asasking
guestions about Predestination, when will the Last
Hour commence, secrets of the soul, etc.

A man once cameto Imam Malik and asked
him,“OAbuAbdillah! ¢Ar-Rahman (theMost Be-
neficent), | stawa (rose over) the Throne.$ [20:5],
How didHelstawa?’ Thenarrator of thisstory said,
“l never saw Malik as angry and sweaty as he was
when hewasasked thisquestion!” Theaudiencebe-
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camesilent until Malik overcame hisanger. Then,
Malik said, ““How’ cannot be comprehended, His
Istiwaa’ (itsmeaning)isnotunknown, believinginit
isanobligationand askingwithregardsit (asto how)
isunknown! | fear that youareaMubtadi’ (aninno-
vatorinthereligion).” Then, Malik orderedthat this
man beremoved fromthe Magjid.

Asfor asking about actual mattersof there-
ligion,itiswarranted and necessary, ¢ Soask of those
who have knowledge, if you know not.$ [16:43].
Acquiring someaspectsof knowledgeinthereligion
issometimesWagjib (anobligation), suchasacquiring
knowledge in the conditions and obligations of
Taharah (cleansing), prayer, fasting, etc.

Some aspects of this knowledge are Fardh
Kifayahto acquire, that is, itisrequired on apart of
the Muslim Nation only. This includes acquiring
knowledgeintherulesof inheritance, etc. Further-
more, somepartsof thisknowledgeisMusta hab (en-
couraged), suchasasking about thevariouspreferred
acts and good deeds.

Disputing with the Prophets

In this Hadith, the Prophet warns Muslims
against disputing and defying hisorder. Also, Allah
warns Muslims against defying the Messenger, in-
forming them about theevil end and destruction that
the people of Noah have brought upon themselves
for defying their Prophet, §Noah said, “ My Lord!
They have disobeyed me, and followed one whose
wealth and children givehim noincreasebut only
loss.” $[71:21]. Then, Allahinformed Muslimsabout
theconsegquencethat befell Noah' snation becauseof
this defiance, ¢Because of their sins they were
drowned, then weremadetoenter theFire, andthey
foundnonetohelptheminstead of Allah.$[71:25].

Therefore, al Muslims are obliged to obey
the Messenger in all what he hascommanded them,
inall aspects: economic, social, political, etc. Mus-
lims are al so warned not to defy the Messenger, for
Allah said, ¢And let those who oppose the

Messenger’ s(Mohammad) commandment (hisSun-
nah) beware, lest some Fitnah befall them or a
painful torment beinflicted on them.$[24:63]. Ibn
Kathir saidwithregardstothisAyah, “ L et thosewho
defy thereligion (and thecommands) of theM essen-
ger, inwardly or outwardly, beware and be afraid of
aFitnahthat may befall them, meaningdisbelief, hy-
pocrisy or Bid’ ah(innovationinthereligion) that may
enter their hearts. ¢ Or apainful tormentbeinflicted
onthem,$meaninginthislife, that they may bekilled,
jailed, punishedor facesomethingsimilar.” TheTexts
fromtheQuranand Sunnahthat warnMudlimsagainst
defying the Prophet arein abundance.

The Prophet’s Ijtihad (Opinion)

“Ifl say*“ yes,” itwill becomean obligation.”
This portion of the Hadith provides proof that the
Prophetisallowedtoissuearuling based onljtihad.
WhentheProphetissuesacorrect decision, Allahwill
approveit, butwhenheissuesan erroneousdecision,
then Allahwill disapproveit.

ImamAn-Nawawi said, “ Thisprovesthecor-
rect Mathhab (way or opinion) that theProphetisal-
lowed to issue some decisions based on | jtihad, and
that someof hisdecisionsarenot apart of therevela-
tion (if they are provento be solely an Ijtihad).”

Also, ibn Kathir said, “Allah’s statement,
¢ That you might judge between men by that which
Allah has shown you,$ [4:105] provesthe opinion
taken by thescholarsthat the M essenger wasentitled
torulebetween Mudlimswithhisljtihad, asisappar-
entfromtheAyah. Also, As-Sahihan (Al-Bukhari &
Muslim) narrated that Umm Salamah said that the
Messenger of Allah heard aloud argument between
somefoesnext to hisroom. Hewent out to themand
said, “I amonly human, and | only judge accord-
ingtowhat I hear. Oneof you may present hiscase
better than others(hisfoes) and | maythen rulein
hisfavor. Therefore, whoever | ruled in hisfavor
and gave him that which, in fact, is another
Musdlim’sright, then itisa part of the Fire. So let
himtakeit or leaveit!” [
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Muslims...

Burdened the Least

Rewarded the Most
(2/2)

ever been raised for mankind. Allah has be

stowed many bounties on this Ummah, in-
cluding having thebest rewardsand theleast burden.
Wepreviousy mentionedaHadithinwhichtheMes-
senger of Allah, SallaAllahu Alayhi Wasallam, dem-
onstratesthegreat bounty of Allahthat Hehasmade
the rewards for fulfilling the Islamic obligations
greater than that of the nations that existed before
theMuslimNation. Wewill now continuewith men-
tioning several other facts that indicate that Allah
madetheldamicaobligationseasy tofulfill, yet carry-
ingthebiggest rewardsfromHim, Allahwilling.

TheMuinm Ummahisthebest nationto have

5 — Asfor the prayer, at first and during
Laylat Al-Mi’raj, meaning the night of the
Messenger’ s ascent to heaven, Allah obliged Mus-
limstopray fifty timesaday. ThenHedecreasedthe
number to five, saying, asthe Hadith states, “ They
arefivein number, fiftyin reward.” [Al-Bukhari].
Muslimsonly pray fivetimesaday, which doesnot
actually take more than a total of one half hour to
perform. Y et, they gaintherewardfor fifty prayers,
aGraceand aMercy from Allah.

6 — The Messenger of Allah said, what
translated means, “Hewho prayson a Janazah (of
a dead Muslim) will gain a Qirat. He who waits
until it isburied will gain two Qirats, and the two
Qirats are just like two huge mountains (of re-
wards).” [Ahmad]. Praying onthe Janazah andthen
following the funeral procession until the Muslim

deadisburied, isnotmuchwork. Y et, therewardfor
thisactisequal to two hugemountains. Thisiswhy
ibn Umar felt sorrow when he heard this Hadith,
saying,“ By Allah! Wehavelost many Qirats(mean-
ing we missed attending many Janazahs).”

7 — The following Hadith is among the
unique Hadiths of the Prophet. He said, what trans-
lated means, “He who prays Fajr (dawn prayer)
with theJama’ ah (in congregation), then sitsdown
remembering Allah until the sun rises, then prays
two Rak’ ahs, will acquirethereward of aHajj that
is complete, complete, complete.” [At-Tirmithi].
Therefore, onecangaintherewardof aHajj (pilgrim-
age) or Umrah (visiting the House of Allahin Mak-
kah), while praying at the neighborhood Masgjid.
What a great reward, and how many people are
unaware of such areward!

8 — The Messenger of Allah makes one
eager for Paradi sewhenreadingwhat hesaid, which
translated means, “Whoever praysfor Allah twelve
voluntary Rak’ ahs (four Rak’ asbefore Thuhr, two
after it, two after Maghrib, two after Ishaa’ and two
before Fajr) in a day and a night, Allah will build
ahousefor himin Paradise.” [Muslim]. Togain
such ahouse, one does not need money or building
contractors, nor will heexperiencetiresomeor hard-
ship. Only praying a total of twelve voluntary
Rak’ ahsinaday andanight. Theseprayerstakeonly
afew minutes from one s time, yet their reward is
tremendous.
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After mentioning these few example, and
thereare certainly many more, Muslimsshould now
feel eager toworship Allah andto tastehow sweet it
isto worship Him. The Messenger of Allah said,
what translated means, “Fromyour Dunya (thelife
of thisworld), | was made to like At-Tib (eastern
perfume) and women (in marriage), and the com-
fort of my eyewasmadein theprayer.” [Ahmad &
An-Nasaii]. Also, whenever the Prophet got con-
cerned about amatter, heusedtorushto performthe
prayer. He used to say to Bilal, “O Bilal! Bring
comfort to us by it,” meaning the prayer, as Bila
usedtocall theAthan, whichisthecall to prayer, for
the Messenger of Allah.

There are many people who feel lazy with
regards to performing the various acts of worship,
because of following desires and the whispers of
Satan the cursed. To such people we give the
followingadvice:

1 — One ought to appreciate the great
rewards that Allah has prepared for those who do
righteous good deeds. Although these rewards are
amatter of the unseen, Allah has praised those who
believein the unseen in the Quran, €A guidanceto
those who are Al-Muttaqun (the pious and righ-

teouspersonswhofear Allahmuch). Whobelievein
the Ghayb (the Unseen).$ [2:2-3].

2— Muslimsarerequired to perform Jihad
An-Nafs (striving against Satan and one' s own de-
sires) and to compel themselvestoworship Allah as
much they can, while being patient during all this.
Allahwilling, thebest outcomewill resultfromone’'s
holding himself accounted for hisdeed and exercis-
ing patience while worshipping Allah. When one
performsthistypeof Jhad, hewill receivewhat Allah
has promised for the believers, ¢As for those who
strivehardin Us(Our Cause), Wewill surely guide
them to Our Paths (Allah’s Religion - Islamic
Monotheism).$[29:69]. Oneshould not fall prey to
laziness or tiredness, al the while knowing how
many doors to do good works are open for him.
Whenthepersonmissesall thesetremendousoppor-
tunities, hewill not benefit from blaming othersfor
hismistakes.

We ask Allah to grant us good righteous
knowledge and then good implementation of this
knowledge. We also pray to Him to purify our
speech, and to end our deeds with the best type of
deeds there is, for He is the Most Generous, Most
Gracious.i

Continued from page4 ... Slandering Allah

forward the earth’ sfill of Kufr and sin and he then
repents, Allah will forgive him. In addition, when
Allahisinsulted, His statuswill not decreaseinthe
daves hearts and hence, the harm of Sabb in this
case only touches those who commit it. Allah's
status is far more honored and revered than being
harmed by those who dare to commit Sabb against
Him. Thisisthe difference between Allah and His
Messenger with regardsto Sabb.

The Sabb for the Prophet, on the other hand,

constitutes breaching the rights of the son of Adam
(the Prophet in this case), and thus the punishment
for thisoffenseisnot averted when onerepentsfrom
it. Also, the Prophet will be humiliated andinsulted
because of thisSabb, sincehisstatusand respectabil -
ity are solidified by refraining from cursing him.
Furthermore, and sincesuchinsultsand cursing will
decrease the Prophet’ s statuswith many people, we
are obliged to guard these limits by punishing the
aggressors. Otherwise, widespread evil will be the
result.”” [As-Sarim]. [

The Muslim Creed

August 2001 Vol.9No. 8




Al-Balaa’,

Trials in Life and Religion

e previously mentioned theimplications
Wof Al-Balaa (trials and calamities) and

their intended impact on the believer's
heart, and a so explained why sometimesthe believ-
ersexperience some defeats and setbacks. Weaso
affirmed that Al-Balaa isintended to test and try
mankind, so that the believers are able to produce
the evidenceto their faith by practicing patience and
being content with Allah’ sappointed destiny. Allah
willing, inthislast article, Imamibn Al-Qayyim will
discuss some other aspects of Al-Balaa', including
the Balaa' that people suffer by the hands of those
who rightfully or wrongfully oppose them. Imam
ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyyah hasincluded these facts
in a chapter in his famous and beneficial book,
Ighathat Al-Lahfan min Masa-ed Ash-Shaytan,
meaning, “ Saving the Weary From the Traps of Sa-
tan.” Imamibn Al-Qayyim continues, “...

10— Peopleare social in natureand need to
peacefully coexist with each other. Also, each com-
munity hasitsdistinct background, belief and ideol-
ogy, and often requires others to embrace such be-
liefs and traditions. When one does not agree to go
along with this demand, he sometimes suffers op-
pression and pain asaconsequence of hisrefusal. If
he agrees, hewill suffer adifferent type of pain and
torture. Hence, since people have no choice but to
coexist with others, they will have to take a stand
either with or against what the community wishes
the person to embrace. Agreement brings its own
pain and torture, that is, when what one hasto agree

(4/4)

with is not righteous. Further, if one defies his
community’ sdesires, beliefsand traditions, hewill
suffer pain and torture. There is no doubt that the
pain one sufferswhile oppos ng the demand that en-
tailsevil iseasier than agreeing to embrace the evil
heisbeing called unto.

For example, when some people refuse to
participateininjustice, sin, falsetestimony or evil in
general, they will in turn suffer the harm, injustice
and enmity on account of thisrefusal. In this case,
when they are patient and havefear from Allah, they
will havethe upper hand and will ultimately gainvic-
tory over thosewho call them unto evil. Onthe other
hand, if they agree and thusindulge in the evil they
are being called unto to save themselves from the
hardship of refusal to go along with evil, they will
gain an even greater pain than that which they sought
to avoid. In this case, those who called such people
unto evil will soon turn against them and will cause
them more pain than thejoy they gained by agreeing
togoaongwiththeir evil. Knowing thisfact ismost
beneficial for the slave. Certainly, short-lived pain
that isfollowed by agreat joy isbetter than ashort-
lived joy that is followed by a greater and a pro-
longed agony. Success comesfrom Allah aone.

11— There are four types of Balaa that
might touch the believer inthe sake of Allah: Balaa
that either toucheshisown sdlf, hismoney, hishonor,
or his family and loved ones. The physical Balaa
that touches the slave might cause his demise, or
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just bring him pain. The Baaa that touches the
slave in his own sdalf is the hardest of these four

types.

It isacertain fact that all created souls will
taste death. Martyrdom in the sake of Allah is the
best fate that the believer viesfor, for it isthe most
honorable and the easiest type of death. The Shahid
feelsdeath just asif it wasapinch. Therefore, there
isno added pain that touches those who taste death
as martyrs as compared to other types of death.
Hence, those who think that this type of death is
harder than the death that touches one while asleep
in hisbed areignorant. Rather, the death of the mar-
tyr is the easiest, most honorable and most noble
type of death. Those who escape martyrdom think
that they are lengthening their time on earth by run-
ning away, so that they can enjoy life. Alas, Allah
has proclaimed that this thought is false, when He
said, ¢Say (O Mohammad to these hypocrites who
ask your permission to run away from battle),
“Flight will not avail you if you fleefrom death or
killing, and then you will enjoy no more than a
little while!” $ [33:16]. In this Ayah, Allah states
that retreating in the face of martyrdomwill neither
help nor benefit one. And evenif it did helpand bring
about benefit, this benefit will only last for a short
time. Death is aforgone conclusion that will surly
touch every created soul. Those who run away from
martyrdomwill only gain little by thisdelay, all the
whileloosing what ismore beneficial for them: the
bounties the martyr enjoys with Allah. Allah then
said, ¢Say, “ Who is he who can protect you from
Allah if Heintendsto harmyou, or intends mercy
on you?’ And they will not find, besides Allah,
for themselvesany Wali (protector, supporter, etc.)
or any helper.$ [33:17]. Allah states that the slave
can never escape His hold on him if He decides to
bring him another type of harm other than death.
Therefore, if the slave escapes martyrdom thinking
that it harms him, Allah might bring him even more
harm, and indeed, none can avert thistype of harm
from touching the slave. One might escapedeathin
the sake of Allah because he hatesit, to later on fall
prey to afatethat is even worse than what he sought
to avoid.

The same is also true regarding the Balaa
that touches one’ smoney, honor and family. Those
who are misers and do not spend from their money
in the sake of Allah and in the sake of raising high
Allah’sWord, then Allah will take that money away
from them. Or, Allah might cause them to spend it
on what does not bring about any benefit either in
thislifeor intheLast Life, or what infact will bring
about a greater harm sooner or later. If one saves
hismoney and does not spend it in the sake of Allah,
hewill not enjoy thismoney which will soon betrans-
ferred to other people (hisinheritors for example).
Theirony inthisisthat those who inherit the money
will enjoy it, but the miser who saved it will be tor-
mented because of it! Such is the case with those
who relax and prefer their own comfort than striv-
ing hard in the sake of Allah, for Allah will cause
them to suffer much more hardships, but not in His
sakeor to gain Hispleasure, and thisisafact that is
known by experience. Abu ‘Hazim once said, ‘ The
suffering of those who do not fear Allah that they
experience by the hands of othersisworse than the
suffering experienced by those who fear Allah and
strivehard in His Cause.’

One should benefit from what happened to
Satan who refused to prostrate in Sujud before
Adam Alayhi As-Salam to escape what he thought
disgrace and humiliation, and to dignify himself,
he thought. Afterwards, Allah made him the most
humiliated creation and aservant for al those among
Adam’soffspring who indulge in vice and sin. Such
is aso the case of idol-worshipers, who refuse to
obey a messenger from among mankind and who
refrain from worshipping only one god. Instead,
they worship stones and idols! Another example
is those who refuse to give money away for the
sake of Allah, or to strive hard in worshipping
Him. Instead, they will give their money away for
the sake of those who do not deserve it, while
striving hard, obeying and pleasing them. Thisis
enough punishment for such people. One of the
Salaf (righteous ancestors) once said, ‘He who
refuses to walk a few steps to achieve a need for
his brother, Allah will make him walk many steps
inthat whichisin Hisdispleasure!”” [
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Our Objectives

7 S

Toproject aclearimageof thereligionof IsaminaccordancewiththeQuranand Sunnah
asunderstood by as-Salaf as-Saleh (pious predecessors).

* TowarnMuslimsagainst all typesof Shirk (Polytheism) and Bidah (innovation) related
toreligion, and agai nst the sacrileges, thefabricated weak Hadith (Prophetictraditions)
which mar the beauty of Islam.

Toopposeand refutetheadvent tenetsandideol ogiessuch asathei sm, communismand
sectarianism.

To cooperate with Sunni Muslim organizationsto achieve the above objectives.

To propagate | lam amongst non-Muslims.
N J
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