A Monthly
Publication by

The Daar OFf
Islamic Heritage

P.O. Box 450186
Kissimmee, FL
34745-0186 U.S.A.
Fax (407) 348-9693
DIHInc@yahoo.com

Volume 10 Issue 1
Thul-Qi'dah 1422
Janvary 2002

Salafi Concepts.......ccccvevveiveenens 2
Commanding Good & Forbidding
Evil

TheHuman SideintheProphet’s

Pilgrimage.........ccoceoeveevreccnecnns 4
TheBlessingsof Thul-Hijjah....... 6
Virtues of thisHoly Month

TakeYour Creed.......ccccoeeurunnnes 10

Characteristics of the Saved Group

Family ISsUes......cccoovvevevecccncnnee. 12
The Requirements of Hijab (1/2)

Character oftheMudim............ 14
At-Tawbah (Repentance)

@gm cy/{m/m!

@] Ctvioread

D uring hisonly pilgrimage, inwhat hasbeenknownas “Hajjat Al-Wadaa ,”

theMessenger of Allah, SallaAllahu Alayhi Wasallam, taught hisfollowers

how to performHajj andthensaid, “Learn your Manasik (dutiesandrituals
of Hajj) fromme, for | may not meet you after thisyear.” [An-Nasaa' i]. He
explainedtotheMuslimsintongueand deed how they should performHajj. After-
wards, therighteous Caliphsand therest of thecommunity of thecompanions
followed hislead and demonstrated to otherswith honesty and accuracy how to
performHgjj.

HajjisanobligationonMuslimsinorder to uniteand to gainknowledgein
thereligion, sothat they stay firmon Allah’ sPath, worship Him andimplement His
Law. Thesearebut afew of thebenefitsof Hajj. Thisiswhy Allahmadeitan
obligationfor capableMuslimsto performit and madeit thefifth cornerstone of
Islam, 4 Say (O Mohammad), “ Allah hasspoken thetruth; followthereligion of
Abraham*“Hanifan” (heworshipped Allaha one), and hewasnot of the polythe-
ists. Verily, thefirst House (of worship) appointed for mankind wasthat at
Bakkah (Makkah), full of blessings, andaguidancefor Al-* Alamin (mankind and
Jinn). InitareManifest Signs, (for example) theMagam (place) of Abraham;
whosoever entersit, heattainssecurity. And Hajj tothe Houseisa duty that
mankind owesto Allah, thosewho can afford the expenses; and whoever disbe-
lieves([deniesHajj], thenheisadisbelieverinAllah), then Allah standsnotin
need of any of Al-* Alamin.4[3:95-97].

Allah statesinthisAyahthat the Housein Makkahisthefirst House of
worshipthat He had appointed for mankindtoworship Himand seek HisForgive-
ness. Hemade Hisremembranceand thementioning of HisNameaduty during Al-
Udh' hiyah (thesacrifice) andwhenthrowingthepebblesinaplacecalled“ Al-
Jamarat.” All other dutiesand obligationsof Hajj containremembering Allahand
mentioning HisName.

Worshipping Allahaoneandfollowing HisMessenger areamong thegoal s
of Hajj. Theonewho performsHagjj startsit ritual sby proclaiming, “ Labbayka
AllahummaLabbayk, Labbayka L a SharikaLakaLabbayk.” Thismeans,“O
our Lord! Weanswer Your call. Weanswer Your call, and You haveno partner
andweanswer Your call.” Thisis thestatement of Talbiyah. Init,theMuslim
announceshissincereworship of Allaha oneandthat Hehasno partner. Also,
during Tawaf (circling Al-Kaa' bah), thepilgrimremembersAllahand mentionsHis
Name. Thisisalsotrueof thepilgrimduring Sa'i (goingthedistance between
mounts Safaand Marwah), during either trimming or shavingthehair, when sacrific-
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Commanding Good
& Forbidding E€vil

T hejob of enjoining righteousness
andforbidding evil isoneof the
greatest elementsinthe success
of theMuslimUmmah. Thisnoblejob
istheresponsibility of thegroupfrom
among Muslimsthat striveshardto
carry thereligiontothenext generations
andthat also strivestoimplement ISlam
theway the Prophet and hiscompanions
haveunderstood andimplementedit.
Thefollowingaresomerulesand
mannersof enjoining righteousnessand
forbidding evil, derived fromthe Quran

calleduponall Muslimsto stop evil.
Hence, when onehassufficient knowl-
edgeinat least themattersthat he seeks
toenjoinor forbid, thenheisrequiredto
doso. Itisalsoimportant to point out
that oneshould havefaith himself inthe
validity of what heenjoinsor forbids.

2—Berighteousyour self and
stay away from evil: Callingunto
othersto do good workswhilenot
practicingityourself isneither permis-
siblenor wise. Thisbehaviorwill only

‘Yes! | usedto order you to perform
righteous deedswhilerefraining from
practicing it myself, and | usedto
forbid you from committing evil while
doingitmyself!’” [Al-Bukhari &
Mudlim].

3— Avoid forbiddingevil
usinganother typeof evil: Thereason
behind forbidding evil istostopit from
happening. Inthiscase, thecaller unto
Allahexplainstothepersonwhointends
toindulgein or to practiceevil that the

and the Sunnah of the Prophet,
SallaAllahu Alayhi Wasallam:

1—Knowledge: Itis
not permissiblefor whoever does
not haveadequateknowledgein
thereligionto carry out thisduty.

It is a requirement of the reli-
gion of Islam that Muslims do
not undermine the religion by
committing an evil in the pre-
text of forbidding another evil.

matter inquestionisprohibited

by Allah, supporting hiswords
withthe Quranand the Sunnah of
theProphet. Furthermore, the
caller unto Allah should know
that forbidding evil isaresponsi-
bility towardsAllah, andthat if he

Enjoining righteousnessand
forbidding evil requireacertainlevel of
knowledgein both righteousnessand
evil. Thiscanonly beachievedwhenthe
calleruntoAllahisableto provethe
validity of what heisenjoining or
forbidding, relying ontheQuran, the
Sunnah, and theunderstanding of the
companions. Inthisregard, weshould
point out that itissufficient to have
knowledgeintheevidencefromthe
Quran andthe Sunnah concerningthe
mattersunder discussion, inorder for
thecaller unto Allahtoenjoinor forbid
thesematters. TheProphet said, what
transl ated means, “ Whoever withesses
an evil, let him change (stop) it.”
[Musdlim]. InthisHadith, the Prophet

warrant the punishment of Allahfor
beingahypocrite, for Allah said, what
translated means, ¢ Do you call people
to (do) good, forgetting your selves,
whileyou read the Book (of Allahthat
prohibitsyoufromthis).i[2:44]. The
Sunnah hasal soinformed usabout the
punishment of such hypocrites, “ A man
will be brought (to receivehispunish-
ment onthe Day of Judgment), and his
internal organswill fall out from his
stomach. Hewill then circlearound
them asthedonkey circlesaround the
pole. Then the people of Hellfirewill
cometo himasking, ‘Did you not use
to order usto perform righteous deeds
and avoid evil?” Hewill say to them,

forbidsevil usinganimpermis-
siblemethod, thenhewill becommitting
anevil that needsto beforbiddenitself.
For instance, killingapersonwho
indulgesinevil without justification,
using physical strengthwhenoneonly
needsharshwords, using harshwords
when oneonly needsgood advice, and
nullifying theaggressor’sldamwithout
justification, areall examplesof this
method that seekstoremoveevil by
committing another typeof evil. Onthe
other hand, undervaluing Major Shirk by
clamingthatitisMinor Shirkisalsoan
evil act that needsto beforbidden. We
must also point out that using reason-
ablemethodsiswarranted and advised
inall situationswhereevil isbeing
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forbidden and stopped.

Itisarequirement that Muslims
donot underminethereigion by
committing anevil inthepretext of
forbidding another evil. Throughout the
Muslim history, many misguided
groups, suchasAl-Khawarij and Al-
Murji’ ah, have practiced thisrather evil
method that entail sforbidding evil by
committing another typeof evil.

4—Refrainfromforbidding
evil if theoutcomeisan even greater
evil: Muslimsarenot allowedtoforbid
evil if thisactionwill leadto agreater
evil. TheProphet did not punishthe
hypacrites, suchasAbdullah bin Ubay,
fearing that theresult will beaneven
greater evil. Thisisbecausethe Hypo-
critesthenhad many fellow tribe
memberswhowould support themin
casetheir hypocritealliesor tribesmen
werepunished by invokingAllah's
sanction against them. Another example
iswhentheProphet wished hecould
rebuildtheKaa bahonitsoriginal
boundaries, but thenrefrained from
doing so becausehefeared that some
new Musdlim convertswould object, thus
weakeningtheir faith. TheProphetdid
not change such evilsbecausehisheart
wasfull of mercy for hisnation, al-
though he could have changed them, and
Allahwouldhavegivenhimvictory.
Yet, hedecided toleavethese mentioned
typesof evil without changebecausehe
did not want to causeagreater evil. This
should beagood exampletoall Mus-
limsinthe present time, especially those
whoignorethisgreat wisdom shown and
practiced by the Prophet.

5—Intend thegood of the
Ummah: Allahsaid, what trand ated
means, ¢ Theresponsibility of the
Messenger isto spread theword.$
[5:99]. Allah hasasotold usthestory
of agroup of Jewswho usedto call upon
their peopleto stop committing evil and
violating Allah’sprohibitions. Someof
their peoplesaidtothem, ¢“ Why do
you advisetheoneswhom Allah is
going to destroy or punish them

severely? They said, “ Only to convey
the message, may some of them stop
doingevil.” ¢ [7:164]. Thisgroup of
believerswantedtoforbidtheir fellow
Jewsfrom committing evil, inthehopes
that Allahwill benefit at |east some of
themwiththeir advice. They considered
their forbidding evil aresponsibility
towardsAllah. Weshould point out that
Muslimsshould convey theMessage,
enjoinrighteousnessandforbid evil even
if they think that the peoplewill not
respond. Itisafact that many Muslims
need only to bereminded of Allah so
that they stoptheevil they aredoing.
Consequently, if Muslimsdo not convey
the M essagethinking that they will be
rejected, thentherightsof thosewho
will listen and comply will hot be
fulfilled, and then onthe Day of Judg-
ment wewill beliablefor this. If one
respondsby saying, “ Wethought the
peoplewouldnotlisten,” itwill bean
invalidexcuse.

6—
Forbid evil
practicedin
publicor in
secr et accord-
ingly: Itisnot
permissibletopublicly forbid anevil
committedinprivate. Evil committedin
privatecanonly harmtheindividual
committingit. Therefore, itisbestto
advisethose peoplein secret and not
disclosetheevil they committothe
public. Islam considersdisclosing secret
mattersasin, for the Prophet said, what
translated means, “Whoever discloses
(asecretly committed evil) then Allah
will alsodisclosehissins.” [Muslim &
Ahmad]. Asforthosewho commitsins
inpublic, they havetobeadvisedin
privatefirst sothat they stop such acts.

If thisadviceisfruitless, then public
disclosurefollows. Publicdisclosuresof
peopleannouncingtheir sinsisvery
important, asit demonstratestothe
Muslim soci ety that thosewho have
knowledgeinthereligionwill not accept
sin. Weshould alsopoint outthatitis
thejobandtheresponsibility of the
scholarstowarntheMudimsregarding

theevilsthat arebeing committed, so
that the Muslim community becomes
awareof thesesinsand staysaway from
them.

7— Usethebest means
availabletochangeevil: Mudimshave
at their disposal variousmeansand
methodsof changingevil. Itisuptothe
individual to choosethemost suitable
means. Lectures, privateor public
meetings, letters, bookl ets, booksand
phonecallsarebut some of thesemeans
and methodsthat can and should be used
tostopevil.

8— Wisdom: Wisdom must be
usedwhileadvising others. Choosing
what to say and how to say itisvery
important and will producethebest
results, Allahwilling. Oneshould make
hisbest judgment whenadvisinga
sinner, sothat heor sheachievesthe

Muslims are not allowed
to forbid evil if this action
will lead to a greater evil.

intended result. Furthermore, Mudlims
must rely onthe Shari’ ahand put forth
thegreater good of theMusglim Ummah
whenforbidding and stopping evil.

9—Onlyseek Allah’splea-
sure: Mudimsmust awaysseek Allah’s
pleasurewithwhatever they aredoing.
Nosuccessinthislifeor ontheDay of
Judgment can beattained or achieved
without first havingthispureintention.
Successandgaining Allah’sParadise
will only beachieved by seeking Allah’s
pleasureinevery action, statement and
deedthat theMudlimsutter orindulgein.

AllahwantstheMuslim Nation
tobeastrong nation. Therefore, they
must not fear evil or evildoers. In
addition, they must seek thegood of the
Ummah, not revenge, whileforbidding

... continued on page 9
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Feature Article

The Human Side
In The Hajjah Of
The Messenger of Allah

[lah, theExaltedand Ever-High,
‘ \ said, what trand ated means,

4AndHajj (pilgrimage) tothe
House(theK aa bahinMakkah) isa
dutythat mankind owesto Allah, those
who can affordtheexpenses(forone's
conveyance, provisonandresidence),
andwhoever disbelieves(deniesthat
Hajj isanobligation), then Allah stands
notin need of any of the* Alamin
(mankindand Jinn).#[3:97]. Also, Abu
Hurayrah narrated that the M essenger of
Allahsaid, what trand ated means, “ O
People! Allah hasprescribedHajj for
you. Therefore, performHajj.” A man
asked, “OMessenger of Allah! Isitevery
year?’ TheMessenger remainedsilent
until themanrepeatedthequestionthrice.
Then, theMessenger said, “1f 1 say,
‘Yes,” itwill becomean obligation, and
youwill not beabletobareit.” [Muslim
& An-Nasaii].

Mudlimsareobligedtohastento
performHajj whenthey canphysicaly
andfinancially affordit. TheM essenger
of Allahsaid, what trand ated means,
“Hewhoownsenough provision and
hasameansof transportation that can
helphimreach the Sacred House of
Allah, yet doesnot performHajj, then
thereisnodifferencein hiscasethat he
diesasaJewor aChristian.” [At-
Tirmithi & Al-Bayhaqi].

TheMessenger of Allahalso
mentioned someof thevirtuesand

benefitsof Hajj, whenhesaid, “Hewho
performsHajj for theSakeof Allah,
duringwhich hedoesnot havesexual
intercourse (withhiswife) and doesnot
fall intosin, will return (tohishome) as
if hismother hasjust given birth tohim
(sinless).” [Al-Bukhari,Muslim, At-
Tirmithi, An-Nasaii & ibnMagjah]. Also,
theMessenger of Allahsaid, asAbdullah
ibnMas udrelatedtohim, “ Join be-
tween (theritualsof) HajjandUmrah,
for they eliminatepovertyandsins, just
asfirepurifiesiron, goldandsilver. A
Mabrur Hajj hasnoreward, except
Paradise.” [At-Tirmith, An-Nasaii & ibn
Majah]. A Mabrur Hajj entail sobserving
theceremoniesof Hajj astaught by the
Messenger of Allah. Furthermore, Abu
Hurayrah narrated that the M essenger of
Allahsaid, what trand ated means,
“Thosewho performJihad, Hajj and
Umrah areAllah’sguests, Hecalled
themandtheyansweredHiscall.
Therefore, whentheyask Him, Hewill
deliver tothem (what they ask for).” [Al-
Bazzar & ibnMajah].

TheMessenger of
Allahperformedhisonly Hajj
inthetenthyear after Hijrah
(theProphet’smigrationfrom
MakkahtoMadinahin633
AD). Thescholarshavethree
different namesfor thisblessed
Hajjah. ItiscalledHajjat Al-
Wadaa (Farewell Hajj),
becausetheM essenger of Allah

saidfarewell tohisfollowersduringit
and becausehedid not performany other
Hajjahuntil hediedlater that year. Itis
asocalledHgjat Al-Idam,forthe
Messenger of Allahnever performedany
HajjahfromMadinahexceptthisone. In
addition, itsiscalledHajjat Al-Balagh
(DéliveringtheMessage), for the
Messenger of Allahconveyedtothe
Mudlimsthesermonsof Hgjj. Hajj was
thelast pillar and cornerstoneof ISamto
beconveyedtoMudims,anditwas
explained and practiced by theM essen-
ger of Allahhimself. Whenheconveyed
andinitiatedtheritualsof Hajj for
Mudims, Allahsentdowntohimthe
following Ayahwhenhewasinthearea
of Mount‘ Arafah (nottheMountitself),
4Thisday, | haveperfectedyour
religion for you, completed My Favor
upon you, and havechaosen for you
|lamasyour religion.#[5:3]. Also,
whileintheareaof ‘ Arafah, theM essen-
gerof Allahddiveredhisfarewell
speech,inwhichhedetailedthemajor
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aspectsof |damregarding conduct,
righteousness, piety anda sostatedthe
rightsof mankinduponeachother.

TheMessenger of Allahsaidin
hisfarewell speech,“OPeople! Hear
what | amgoingto say and compre-
hendit. Knowthat everyMusliimisthe
brother for other Muslims. Therefore,
sinceMuslimsarebrothers, none
amongthemisallowedtoacquirethat
which hisbrother owns, exceptwhat he
agreestogiveup. By Allah, did|
convey?’ Theysaid,“ByAllah! Yes,
indeed.” Hesaid,“OAllah! Bemy
Witness. Donot becomeKuffar after
my departure, smitingeach others
necks.”

Indeed, | amseeksto
strengthenbrotherly rel ationsbetween
Muslims, by fortifyingthisbrotherhood
withthekindness, loveandloyalty that
they shouldhavefor eachother. Thisis

importanceof thisbrotherlylove, Idam
callsuponMusdlimstoannouncetoeach
otherthat they lovethem. Al-Miqdad
reportedthat theMessenger of Allah
said, what translated means, “When one
of you lovesoneof hisbrothers(inthe
sakeof Allah), lethiminformhim (his
brother) that heloveshim.” [Ahmad].

Beingloyal toother believersis
animportant aspect of thisllamic
brotherly love. Thetruebeieverisonly
loyal toandfriendswithhisbelieving
brothers. Also, thetruebeliever doesnot
follow any path other thanthe pathtaken
by thecommunity of thebelievers, as
Allahsaid, whattrans ated means, 4L et
not thebelieverstakethedisbelievers
asAwliyaa’ (helpers,loyalists, support-
ers, etc.) instead of thebelievers, and
whoever doesthat will never behel ped
by Allah in anyway, exceptif you
indeedfear adanger fromthem. And
Allah warnsyou

all mankind. Allahsaid, what trand ated
means, 4O mankind! Wehavecreated
youfromamaleandafemale, and
madeyou into nationsandtribes, that
you may knowoneanother. Verily, the
most honorableof you in thesight of
Allahisthat (believer) whohaspiety.
Verily, AllahisAll-Knowing, All-
Aware.[49:3]. Also,theMessenger of
Allahsaid, what trand ated means, “O
People! Allah hasindeedridyou from
thearroganceof Al-Jahiliyyah andits
reveringthefathers. Peopleareoneof
two: apiousman whoishonorablein
thesight of Allah, andamiserable
sinner whoishumiliatedin the Sight of
Allah. Peopleareall thesonsof Adam,
andAllah created Adamfromdust.”
[At-Tirmithi].

TheMessenger of Allahknew
that Arabsusedtobearrogant andracist
beforeldamandthat they reveredtheir

why Islamhasprescribedcertainrights ~ againstHimself “He who owns enough provison and has a means of
for Muslimsoneachother, sothat their (Hispunishment), transportation that can help himreach the Sacred House
heartswill reconcileand unitearound andtoAllahis of Allah, yet does not perform Hajj, then there is no
brotherly love. Allahsaid, what trans- theFinal differencein hiscasethat hediesasaJewor aChristian.”

lated means, ¢ Thebelieversarenothing
elsethan brothers(inlslamicReligion).
Somakereconciliation between your
brothers, andfear Allah, that you may
receiveMercy.¢[49:10]. Oneof the
major cornerstonesof thisprescribed
brotherhoodisthat thisfeeling shouldbe
apparent and announced between
Muslims. An-Nu’ manibnBashir said
thattheM essenger of Allahsaid, what
trand ated means, “ Theexampleof the
believersintheir kindness, mercyand
compassion that they havefor each
other istheexampleof thehuman
body: When apart of it feelssick, the
rest of thebody respondswith sleep-
lessnessandfever.” [Al-Bukhari &
Musdlim]. Also, AbuMusanarratedthat
theMessenger of Allahsaid, what

trand ated means, “ Theexampleof the
believersistheexampleof abuilding,
each of itspartssupportstheother
parts.” [Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-
Tirmithi & An-Nasaii].

Tofurther emphasizethe

Return.$[3:28].

TheM essenger of Allahde-
claredduringthespeechthat hegavein
‘Hajjat Al-Wadaa that peopleareequal,
inthat they al descendedfromonemale
andonefemale. Hesaidtothepeople,
what trand ated means, “ O People! Your
LordisOneandyour father isone
(Adam). You all arefrom Adam, and
Adamwasmadefromdust. Verily, the
most honorableamongst you inthe
Sight of Allahistheonewhohaspiety.
NoArabisbetter than anon-Arab,
exceptif hehasmoreTaqwa (fear from
Allah). Didl convey? OAllah! Bea
Witness.” They said, “ By Allah, indeed
youdid(convey theMessage).” Hesaid,
“Then, letthosewhoarepresent
conveytothosewhoareabsent.”

Indeed, Idamproclaimedthatdll
mankindarebrothersbecausetheir origin
isthesame. Thishastaken placecentu-
riesbeforethepresenttime, providing
further proof that |lamisthereligionfor

[At-Tirmithi & Al-Bayhaqi].

forefathers. Heforbadethisbehavior,
saying, “ You all aresonsof Adam, and
Adamwascreated fromdust. Some
peoplemust refrain frombeing proud
of their forefathers, or theywill beless
significantintheSight of Allah than
bugs.” [Al-Bazzar].

Thisishow Idamcallsupon
peopletounderstandthat whichthey
failedtounderstand. Their LordisOne,
theirfatherisone, andtheir originisone,
fromdust. Thishel psthemabandontheir
prejudiceandembracethebrotherhood
that |slam seeksfor them. Theearly
Musdlimsimplementedthiscall tothe
fullestandmost completeform, indeed.

TheMessenger of Allahonce
saidtohiscompanions, what trand ated
means, “ What led tothedestruction of
thosewhowerebeforeyou isthat when

... continued on page 7
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The Blessings of
Thul-Hijjah

[lah said about thefour sacred
A months, what trandl ated means,
% Verily, the number of

months (in each year) in the sight of
Allah istwelve, so wasit ordained by
Him on the day when He created the
heaven and the earth; of them, four
aresacred (Thul-Qi’ dah, Thul-Hijjah,
Muh'arm and Rajab); that isthe
straight religion.¢ [9:36].

Themonth of Thul-Hijjah, the
twelfth month of the Hijri calendar, isa
sacred and blessed month indeed. To
indicateitsimportance, Allah said, what
trandlated means, By the daybreak!
And by the ten nights! And by Ash-
Shaf’ (theeven) and Al-Watr (odd).
And by the night when it departs!
Truly thisisan Oath of
understanding.¢ [89:1-5]. IbnKathir
saidinhisTafsir (explanation of the
Quran) that Surat Al-Fajr (chapter 89 of
the Quran) refersto the dawn prayer for
theEid. Healso said that “theten
nights’ arethefirst ten nights of Thul-
Hijjah, and that the“odd " refersto the
ninth day of ‘ Arafah, duringthemonth
of Thul-Hijjah.

Jabir narrated the Hadith of the
Prophet that states, “1 ndeed, theten
aretheten daysof Al-Adh‘ha, Al-Witr
istheday of ‘ Arafah and Ash-Shaf’ is
theday of sacrifice.” [Ahmad].

Therearemany blessingsfor
Muslimsduring the month of Thul-
Hijjah:

1-- Theperformance of Hajj is
prescribed during thismonth. Hajj isof
great significancetotheindividual as
well astotheMuslimUmmah. Itisthe
fifthpillar of Ilam.

2-- Thefollowing are benefits
gained by thosewho perform Hajj:
Purificationfrom sins, fulfilling thefifth
pillar of Islam, getting to know other
Muslims, and |earning about or solving
many problemsintheMuslimworld.

3-- Itispreferred that Muslims
performvoluntary fasting during the
first ten daysof Thul-Hijjah.

4-- Doing good deedsin these
ten daysismoreliked by Allahthan
anything else. 1bn Abbasreported that
the Prophet said to hiscompanions,
what translated means, “ Thereisnot a
day when arighteous deed is better in
the Sight of Allah and moreliked by
Him than those of the ten days of
Thul-Hijjah.” The Companionsasked
the prophet, “ O Messenger of Allah,
even Jihad in the cause of Allah?”
The Prophet said, “Even Jihadin the
cause of Allah, except for a person
who went (to Jihad) himself with all of
his possessions and never returned
with either (hewaskilled and lost all
hispossessions).” [Al-Bukhari].

5-- Duetothegood blessingsin
thefirst ten daysof thismonth, Mus-
limsareasked tosay Tahlil (Lallaha
[llaAllah), Takbir (Allahu Akbar), and

Tah'mid (Al-Hamdullillah). Abdullah
ibnUmar said, “ Thereisno day more
important inthe Sight of Allah or more
liked by Him than these daysof Thul-
Hijjah. Increase Tahlil, Takbir, and
Tah'mid.” [Ahmad].

6-- Fastingtheday of * Arafah
(the9th day of Thul-Hijjah) isan
expiationfor two years, theyear
precedingit and theyear followingit.
However, fasting during thisday is
prohibited for thepilgrims.

7-- Performing Hajj with good
intentionsand avoiding evil deedsleads
toAllah’'sforgivenessof sins. The
performance of Hajj isaccepted by
Allah only ifitisdonewith*Halal
money (money earned from permissible
means).

8-- Whoever dieswhile per-
forming Hajj will berewarded with
Paradise. If thepilgrimreturnssafely
from Hajj, hereturnsawinner, having
gained tremendousblessings.

9-- Al-Udh'hiyah (sacrificed
animal) isto be shared with the poor,
the needy, friends, neighbors, relatives
and membersof thefamily.

10-- Thepilgrim hasthe
privilege of asking Allah’sforgiveness
for others. 1bn Khuzaimah reported the
Prophet said, what translated means,
“Allah forgivesthe pilgrim and those
the pilgrim asksforgivenessfor.”
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Continued from page1 ... Editorial

ing Al-Udh' hiyahandwhilestandingin
theareaof Arafat,inMuzdaifah, andin
Mina. Duringtheperformanceof al
theseritua s, thepilgrimseeksAllah
aloneinhisworship by mentioningand
remembering HisMighty Namesand
GloriousAttributes.

Itistheobligation of thosewho
performHajj toremind each other and
help oneanother satisfy itsgoal s, thus
gainingitsnumerousbenefits. The
benefitsthat aregained by performing
thedutiesandritualsof Hajj were
mentioned by Allah, andall aremeant to
remindonewith Allahandcall upon
Muslimstounitetheir standandactlike
onewholebody. Mudimsmust make
good useof thegoal sof Hajj tosalidify
their firmnessonthePath of the Truth
and call other Muslimstosincerely obey
Allahintongueanddeed. Mudimswho
meetin Makkah haveagreat opportunity
tounitetheir heartsontheworship of

Allahaoneandtoobey HimandHis
Messenger, whilethey areperforming
Hajj and seeking HisForgivenessand
immunity fromHellfire. Thisiswhy
Allahsaid, what transl ated means,

% Verily, thefirst Houseappointed for
mankind wasthat at Bakkah, full of
blessings, and aguidancefor Al-
‘Alamin .$[3:96]. InthisAyah, Allah
statesthat thisHouseisfull of blessings
forthosewhovisitit. Theseblessings
arerealizedwhileoneisperforming
Tawaf, Sa'i and other rituals. This
Houseisalsofull of blessingsbecause
Allahforgivessins, elevatesone sdegree
withHimand entersinto Paradisethose
who performHajj with sincerity, follow
HisPathand abandonsin.

Itistheduty of al Muslimsto
bring benefitstotheir brethrenandto
refrainfromall behavior that may lead to
either bodily harm of others, or harming
their possessionsor honor. TheMuslim

Continued from page5 ... TheHuman Side

anobleperson amongthemsteals, they
would set himfree. Butwhen aweak
person amongthem steals, theywould
applythe‘Hadd (prescribed punish-
ment) on him. By Allah! If Fatimah, the
daughter of Mohammad, steals, | will
certainlycut off her hand!” [Al-
Bukhari & Muslim]. Thisisatremen-
dousHadith, indeed. Itisoneof themost
beautiful examplesinthejusticeand
equality that Idamwassentwith. Tothe
Prophet, all peopl e, whether richor poor,
nobleof mediocre, arethesame. Thisis
how |damdestroyedthevery essenceand
foundationof Al-Jahiliyyahandbuilton
itsruinsasociety full of justiceand
followingthetruth.

Duringthereignof Umar IbnAl-
K hattab, Jabal ahibn Al-Ayham, theking
of theGhassani Arabsin Syria, once
visitedtheHouseof AllahinMakkah.
Thisoccurredafter hejoinedtheMuslims

andsplitrankswiththeRomanswith
whomhehadjoinedranksduringthe
early yearsof ISam. Whenlslambecame
victorious, heembraced|sam. Whilehe
wascirclingtheK aa bahwhenperform-
ingHajj, aman stepped onhisgarment
anditfell totheground. Jabalahsmacked
theman’ sfaceand brokehisnose. The
mancomplainedto CaliphUmar, who
summoned Jabalah. Umarinformedhim
that theman hastherighttoavengehis
brokennoseby strikinghimonthenose.
Or, themanmay forfeithisrightif he
electstodoso. Healsosaidto Jabalah,
“Hereisyourfoe! Trytostrikeadeal with
him, otherwise, hehastherighttoavenge
whatyoudidtohim!” Jabalahsaid,

“How canthisbe, whilel anakingand
heisnobody!” Umar thenexplainedto
himthat |lamhasmadethemequals.
Then, Jabalah showedinterestinconvert-
ingfromIslamback toChristianity.
WhenUmar toldhimthat hewill be

isthebrother of theMuslim, hedoesnot
treat himunfairly,ignorehiscall for
help, despisehimor desert himintimes
of need. TrueMuslimsloveall things
goodtocometotheir brethrenand hate
any evil tocometothem. Thisis
especialy thecaseduringHajj.

Insummary, wesay that Hajj is
oneof thegreatest formsof worshipthat
bringsbenefitsand thegood of thislife
andtheLast Life, foral Muslims. Just
asthecongregational prayer gathers
people to pray, Hajj also gathers
Muslimsfromawider range. They meet
inMakkahtoseek Allah’sForgiveness
andto helpeach other by enjoining
righteousnessandforbiddingevil. Since
inthe prayer peoplegather toworship
Allahandindulgein actionsthat benefit
them, Hajj bringsbenefitsthat touch
evenawider audience, becauseMuslims
gather fromevery corner of theworld, in
Makkah. [

executedif heconvertsfromIdiam,
accordingtoldamicLaw, heaskedfora
graceperiodtothink about thismatter.
Beforethemorning, Jaba ahescapedto
hispeople, convertedfromlsamand
rgjoinedtheRomans. Later on, he
becamevery sorry that hedidthis, crying
attimes, athoughtheRomanswerevery
generouswithhim.

Thisistheldamiccivilization,
wherenoraceisbetter than other races,
andnocolorisbetter thanother colors.
Thisisthetruecivilizationthat all those
giftedwith sound comprehensionseek for
themsalvesandtheir communities. On
theother hand, thecivilizationwhere
whitesaretreated better than blacks,
whereraceandcolor carry tremendous
importanceisthecivilization of
Jahiliyyahthat takehumanity back tothe
dark agesbeforeldamwassentdownasa
lightand perfect refigionfor mankind. [l
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The Virtues of the
First Ten Days of

Thefi rsttendaysof thelunar
month of Thul-Hijjah, themonth
of pilgrimage, areamongthe
sacred seasonsof Allah, duringwhich
theMuslimshastentoperformthe
variousactsof worshipthat areordained
or preferred, sothat they may acquire
moregood deeds. TheQuranand
Sunnah repeatedly mentionthebenefits
andvirtuesof thetendaysof Thul-
Hijjah, suchaswhat Allah had said, what
trand ated means, ¢BytheDawn. By the
ten nights.$[89:1-2]. IbnKathir said
that accordingtoibn Abbas, ibn Az-
Zubayr and Mujahid, thesetennights
mentionedinthe Ayah arethetennights
of Thul-Hijjah. Also, Allahsaid, 4And
mention theName of Allah on ap-
pointed Days.¢[22:28], and, asibn
Abbashasstated, “ They arethe(first)
ten (daysof Thul-Hijjah).”

Furthermore, ibn Abbassaid
that theM essenger of Allahhassaid,
what trandlated means, “ Thereareno
daysduring which working the good
deedsismorepreferredin the Sight of
Allah better than these (first ten) days
(of Thul-"Hijjah).” They said,“O
Messenger of Allah! NotevenJihadin
theCauseof Allah?’ Hesaid, “Noteven
Jihadin the Causeof Allah, except for
aman who departed (tothebattlefield)
andtook along hismoney and did not
return with any of these (hediesasa
martyr andloseshismoney during
Jihad).” [Al-Bukhari]. Also,ibnUmar
saidthat theM essenger of Allahsaid,
what translated means, “ Thereareno

ul-Hipjah

dayswhen performing good deedsis
better in the Sight of Allah than these
ten days. Therefore, duringthem
(thesetendaysand nights), always
repeat Tahlil, Takbir and Ta’hmid.”
[Ahmad]. Tahlil isattestingthat thereis
nodeity worthy of worshipexcept Allah
by saying, “Lallahallla-Llah.” Takbir
istosay, “AllahuAkbar,” whichmeans
“AllahistheGreat.” Ta hmidisto
thank Allahawaysby saying, “Al-
"HamduLillah.”

Ibn*‘Hagjar saidinhisbook,
Fat’hAl-Bari, " Thereasonwhy thefirst
tendaysand nightsof Thul-Hijjahare
specid isthat variousmajor actsof
worshiparepracticed duringthem.”
Theseactsincludepraying, fasting,
charity andHajj, whichonly occurs
duringthemonth of Thul-Hijjah.

Some Acts of Worship Dur-
ing Thul-Hijjah

1—Prayer: Prayerisoneof the
best deedsthat onecan performfor the
Sakeof Allah. Thisgooddeed entails
goingearlytotheMagjidtowait for the
prayer and alsofrequently offering
voluntary prayers. TheMessenger of
Allahsaid, what trandl ated means
“Repeat Sujud (bowing downin prayer)
always, for whenever you perform
even one Sujdah for Allah, Allah will
raiseyou toahigher degreeand erase
asinfromyou(r) (record).” Muslims
canbenefitfromthisgreat rewardfor

prayingand Sujudall year round,
especialy duringthefirst tendaysand
nightsof Thul-Hijjah.

2— Fasting: Voluntary fasting
isarighteous, good deedthat onecan
performmost of theyear, includingthe
firsttendaysof Thul-Hijjah. Oneof the
wivesof theMessenger of Allahsaid,
“TheMessenger of Allahusedtofastthe
(first) nine(days) of Thul-Hijjah, (the
day of) ‘ Ashuraa (thetenthday of the
firstlunar month, Mu’ harram) andthree
daysineachmonth.” ImamAn-Nawawi
saidthat voluntary fasting during these
tendaysisstrongly recommended.

3—Takbir, Tahlil and
Ta hmid: WementionedtheHadith by
ibn Umar about repeating Takbir, Tahlil
and Ta hmid during thefirst ten daysof
Thul-Hijjah. Also, ImamAl-Bukhari
said, “IbnUmar and AbuHurayrah used
togoouttothemarketplaceduringthe
tendaysof Thul-Hijjahwhilereciting
Takbir aloud and peoplewouldreciteit
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withthem (but not collectively).” Al-
Bukhari asosaid, “Umar usedtorecite
Takbirinatentin (thesacred areq) of
Mina(near Makkah). When people
presentintheMasjidwouldhear him,
they would say Takbir, alongwiththose
inthemarketplace, until Minaisshaken
with Takbir. Also, IbnUmar usedto
recite TakbirinMinaduringthosedays
aftertheprayers, whilelayinginbed, in
histentandwhilesittingandwalking.”
Itispreferredthat menraisetheir voices
during Takbir, justasUmar, IbnUmar,
AbuHurayrahand other companions
usedtodo.

What Does One Say During
Takbir

Thefollowing Takbirwas
reported by thecompanionsandthe
secondgeneration, “ Allahu Akbar,
AllahuAkbar, Lallahallla-Llah, Wa
AllahuAkbar, Allahu Akbar, Wallillahi
Al-"Hamd (all thanksareto Allah).”

Fasting During the Day of
‘Arafah

Itisastrongly recommended
Sunnahtofast duringtheday of * Arafah,
theninthday of Thul-Hijjah, for the
Messenger of Allah saidthat fasting

during‘ Arafah, “ Bringsabout forgive-
nessof the previousandthecurrent
years.” [Mudlim]. However, pilgrims
arediscouragedfromfastingduringthe
day of * Arafah becausethe M essenger of
Allahdidnot fast that day during his

Hajj.

The Virtues of the Day of
An-Na’'hr

Theday of An-Na hr,theDay
of Sacrifice, whichfalsonthetenthday
of Thul-Hijjah, isoneof thetwomajor
feastsof Islam, theother onebeing Eid
Al-Fitr, whichcomesafter theend of the
fast duringthemonth of Ramadhan.
Somescholarsof |slameven stated that
the Day of Sacrificeisthebest day inthe
year, evenbetter than‘ Arafah. Yet,
many Muslimsareunawareof this
blessed day and, therefore, areunaware
of therewardfor celebratingit by
performing Eid prayer, thesacrifice, etc.

What Should Muslims Do
When Thul-Hijjah Starts

MusdlimsshouldrepenttoAllah
duringHajj seasoninparticular, andin
other blessed and sacred seasonsin
genera. They shouldwork more
righteous, good deedsand offer true

Continued from page 3 ... Commanding Good

evil. Thosewho possesssuchqualities
arealightthat will leadtheMuslim
Nationtovictory and thedemiseof evil,
Allahwilling.

Any nationthat doesnot
observetheduty of enjoining righteous-
nessandforbidding evil will face
humiliation. TheJewsand Christians,
for example, did not observethisduty,
andtherefore, AllahgavetheMudims
victory over them. A largepart of the
MudlimUmmahhasal sofaced thesame
fatewhenthey ignored forbidding evil

all thewnhileforbidding righteousness,
%Say, “He(Allah) can send His
punishment from aboveyou, from
beneath you, or divideyou into
parties: and then you will tastethe
vengeance of each other.” ¢ [6:65].
Allahwill not changeour situationuntil
weseek change, startingwith our own
selves. Allahwilling, theUmmahwill
bevictoriousagainif it excelsinthejob
and duty of forbidding evil and enjoining
righteousness. Otherwise, humiliation
vested upontheMuslimsby the Jews
andthe Christianswill not fade.

repentancetoAllahfromall thesinsthat
they havefaleninto. Also, Muslims
should seizethechanceand performas
much asthey can of preferred actsof
worshipduring theseblessed and scared
seasons. Thosewhoaresincerewith
Allah, then Allahwill accepttheir
repentanceandwill rewardthemfrom
HisGrace.

Thosewhoareableandintend
tooffer thesacrificeonthetenth day of
Thul-Hijjahmust refrainfromhavinga
hair cut or cutting their nail s, for the
Messenger of Allahdisallowedthis.
Umm Salamahsaid, “ TheM essenger of
Allahsaid, ‘ When theten (days) start
and oneof you intendsto offer Al-
Udh’ hiyah (ananimal reservedfor
sacrifice), hehastoavoid havingahair
cutor cutting hisnails, until hehas
offeredthesacrifice.”” [Mudlim]. The
Messenger of Allahusedtochoosea
suitable, healthy animal for Udh'’ hiyah,
making sureitwasfreeof physica
defects. Also,itisaSunnahtorecitethe
followingwordswhileofferingthe
sacrifice,“OAllah! ThisisfromY ou
and offeredto 'Y ou by Fulan (suchand
suchfellow, thenameof thepersonwho
isofferingthesacrifice). Bismillah (in
theNameof Allah), Wallahu Akbar (and
AllahistheGreat).” Weask Allahto
blessuswithworkingall typesof
righteous, good deedsduring thescared
Seasons. i

Furthermore, Mudimsshould
awaysbewhereAllahwantsthemtobe
andtofulfill Hiscommandments. Allah
Almighty hasdecreed that whenever this
nation enjoinsrighteousdeedsand
prohibitsevil thenit will bethebest and
most dominant among the nationsof the
earth. Weask Allah Almighty that He
hel psusimitatetherighteousconduct of
our righteous Salaf, the Prophet and his
companions, andtoallow ustotastethe
successandthegreat bountiesfromHim
that they havetasted. [l
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(1/2)

Take Your Greed

Characteristics of
The Saved Group

I-Firgah An-Ngjiyah, the

righteous saved group, isthe

Jama’ ah that followsthe corr-
ect guidance and way of the Messenger
of Allah, SallaAllahu Alayhi Wasallam,
hiscompani onsand those who followed
their way. The Messenger said, what
trandated means, “ Therewill always
be a group from among my Nation,
giving victory to the Truth, not
affected by those who let them down,
until Allah’sOrder (the Last Hour)
comes, while they are still doing that.”
[Muslim]. Al-Firgah An-Najiyah has
several characteristics, someof them
are:

1—They firstrefer tothe
religion and then maketheir minds
subservient toit, thusimplementing
Allah’'s Command, O you who
believe! Do not put (yourselves, or you
opinions) forward before Allah and
HisMessenger (Mohammad), and fear
Allah. Verily! AllahisAll-Hearing,
All-Knowing.¢ [49:1]. Therefore, they
make themind subordinate to the Texts
of the Quran and Sunnah, and also make
logic subordinateto religiousdecree.
Thisisbecausethey believethat an
authentic Text can never bein direct
oppositionto acorrect fact accepted by
fair minds.

They also believethat theearly
generationthat lived during thetime of
revelation, and whose eyeswere pleased

with and blessed by seeing and meeting
the Prophet, SallaAllahu Alayhi
Wasallam, had more sound understand-
ing and correct comprehension than
anyoneand everyoneelse. Therefore,
the correct and indisputablefactsthat
thefair mindsaccept will surely con-
formwith their guidance, whiledeviance
iswhat defiesthat.

2— They do not haveacertain

the one human who must bebelievedin
al what he saysand then obeyedinal
what he commands. Thisstatus cannot
and shall not be granted to other than
him. Rather, everyonewill have some of
what he sayseither approved or re-
jected, except the M essenger of Allah,
SdlaAllahu Alayhi Wasallam.”

3— They arethemiddleand
moderate groupin everything. 1bn

religious

Imamwhom ] .
they follow The Saved Group do not have a certain reli-
and accept al gious Imam whom they follow and accept all
what he says, what he says, whileregjecting all what the others
Whiﬁlrejﬁ‘;[' say, except Prophet Mohammad, Salla Allahu
oo Alayhi Wasallam,

say, except

Prophet Mohammad, SallaAllahu
Alayhi Wasallam. Every Imam other
than him, and aslmam Malik bin Anas
oncestated, “... will havewhat he says
accepted or regjected.” Tothisgroup
that followstherightly-guided compan-
ions, every opinionthat defiesthe
Quran and Sunnah, “ Shall bethrown
againstthewall,” aslmam Ash-Shafi’i
once stated.

Shaykh Al-Idam Ibn
Taymiyyah said, “ Peopleof the Truth
and the Sunnah only follow the M essen-
ger of Allah, SallaAllahu Alayhi
Wasallam, who does not utter aword
except what wasrevealed to him. Heis

Taymiyyah said, “ AhluAs-Sunnahwal
Jama ah, as compared to the deviant
sects, takethemiddle position with
regardsto Allah’'sNamesand At-
tributes. Theirs, indeed, isthemiddle
position between thosewho deny
Allah’sAttributesand transgress
against them by denying thetrue
meanings of what Allah has described
Himself with, until they end up describ-
ing Himwith nothingness; and between
thosewho equate Allah and resemble
Himwith thecreation. AhluAs-Sunnah
wal Jama’ ah believeinwhat the Mes-
senger of Allah hasdescribed of Allah,
without altering, denying, equating or
resembling Allah’s Attributeswith those
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of thecreation. They adsotakethe
middle positionwithregardsAllah’'s
Commands, between thosewho deny
Allah'sPower, HisPerfect Ability todo
everything and HisPerfect Will; and
thosewho claimthat theslave has
neither awill or apower of hisown,
thusdenying the Command, the prohibi-
tions, the reward and the punishment,

4 Thosewho took partners(inworship)
with Allah will say, “If Allah had
willed, we would not have taken
partners (inworship) with Him, nor
would our fathers, and we would not
have forbidden anything (against His
Will).” ¢ [6:148].

Aswithregardsto Islamic Law,
Al-Firgah An-Ngjiyah alsotakethe
middle position between thosewho
consider the Muslimswho commit
major sinsasKuffar whowill dwell in
Hellfirefor eternity, treating them as
having abandoned |man altogether; and
Al-Murji-ah (adeviated sect) who claim
that the Iman of thesinnersislikethe
Iman of the Prophets, and that good
deedsarenot apart of Iman. Asfor the
rest of the Sunnah, Al-Firgah An-

Nagjiyah areinthemiddletoo, because
they arefirmly obedient to the Book of
Allah and the Sunnah of HisMessenger,
SdlaAllahu Alayhi Wasallam, and the
way of theearly Muhgjirin (who
migrated with the Prophet from Makkah
to Madinah) and the Ansar (residents of
Madinahwho gaverefugetothe
Prophet and the Muhagjirin), and those
whofollowed their righteouslead.”

4—Their heartsarecleanwith
regardsthe companions of the M essen-
ger of Allah, asAllah hasdescribed
them, ¢ And those who came after
them say, “ Our Lord! Forgiveusand
our brethren who have preceded usin
Faith, and put not in our heartsany
hatred against those who have
believed. Our Lord! You areindeed
full of kindness, Most Merciful.¢
[59:10]. They also obey the Messenger
of Allah, who said, what trand ated

means, “ Do not abuse my companions,

for by Hein Whose Hand is my soul,
if one of you spendsthat which is
equal to (Mount) U hud of gold (inthe
sake of Allah), it will not be equal to
oneof their (my companions') Mudd

(2/3 kilogram) or Naseef (half of the
Mudd).” [Al-Bukhari, Mudim &
Ahmad]. They aso prefer theearly
Muhajirin and Ansar who spentinthe
sakeof Allah before Al-Fat’ h (the
conquering of Makkah) and fought
against thedisbelieversinMakkah, to
thosewho spent after Al-Fat’hand
fought afterwards. Further, they prefer
theMuhgjirintothe Ansar, and a so
believethat all thosewho gavetheir
pledgeto the Prophet under thetree, in
Al-Hudaybiyah, will not enter Hellfire,
asthe Messenger of Allah hastold us.
They also believethat Paradisewill be
thedwelling of those believerswhom
the Prophet hastestified that they will
enter Paradise, and that the best mem-
bersof thisUmmah after the Prophet
are Abu Bakr, then Umar, then Uthman
then Ali, may Allah be pleased with
themall.

5— They believethat the
religion and Iman consist of both speech
and deeds. Yet, they do not accusethose
who proclaimIdam, yetindulgein
major sins, of Kufr, asthe Khawarij sect
does. i

Kufr. TheProphet said, “Whosoever approachesafortune-teller and believesin what he says, will
have disbelieved in what was revealed to Mohammad.” [Ahmad]. The unseen and the futureisa
knowledge that is exclusiveto Allah only, and attributing it to a human negates the person’s Taw’ hid.

V isiting fortune-tellersand believing that they have knowledge of the unseen and thefutureisan act of

Allah clearly stated in the Quran that no one possesses knowledge of the unseen except Him, ¢With
Him arethekeysto the unseen and none knowsit except Him alone.¢ [6:95]. He also said to the Prophet,
4Say, “ | have no power to bring good to myself nor avert harm, butitisonly as Allah wills. If it were that
| knew the unseen, | would have multiplied the good and no evil would have touched me.s [7:188]. He
further said, 4 Verily, theknowledge of the Hour iswith Allah Alone. ItisHewho sendsdown therain and
knows the contents of the wombs. No one knows what he will earn tomorrow nor in which land he will
die, but Allah is All-Knowing and Aware.¢ [31:34].

Therefore, al variousmethodsused by oracles, fortune-tellersand thelike, areforbiddentoMuslims.
Palm-reading, horoscopes, etc., al areclaimedtoinformthosewho believeinthem about their future. Hence,
Muslimsmust befully awareof theconsegquencesof suchactsof disbelief. Theseactsnullify theMudim’sbelief,
erase hisgood deeds and render them fruitless, ¢ And we shall turn to whatever deedsthey did, and we shall
make such deeds as scattered floating particles of dust.¢ [25:23].
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4And tell the believing women to
lower their gazeand guardtheir pri-
vate partsfrom sin and not show of
their Zeenah except onlythat which
is apparent, and draw their head
coversover their necksand bosoms
and not reveal their adornment.$

Family Gorner

T he F eya/)‘e//{e/(f@

heldlamic Shari’ ah has speci-
fied therequirementsfor

Muslimwomen’sdress(Hijab).
Theterm Hijabitself includesnot only
dressand covering the body, but also
the behavior of thewoman with
members of the same and opposite sex.
It promotes privacy for women and
prohibitslooseintermingling between
men and women, thusencouraging
modesty, decency and chastity.

Somedifferencesexist among
the scholars of Ilam regarding the
exact requirements of Hijab. The
requirementsmentioned herearethe
ones agreed upon by the majority of
scholarsand areall backed by evi-
dencefrom the Quran, the Sunnah, and
the practice of the companions.

1-- What to Cover

Thedressworn in public must
cover the entire body, except what has
been specifically excluded, based upon
thefollowing proofs:

Allah said, $Andtell the
believing women to lower their gaze
and guard their private parts from
sin and not show of their Zeenah
except only that which is apparent,
and draw their head covers over their
necks and bosoms and not reveal

o, qm

their adornment except to their
husbands, their fathers, their
husband's fathers, their sons, their
husband's sons, their brothers, or
their brothers' sons, or their sisters
sons, or their women (their sistersin
Islam), or their female slaves whom
their right hands possess, or old male
servants free of physical desires, or
small children who have no sense of
women nakedness. And let them not
stamp their feet so asto reveal what
they hide of their adornment. And
turn unto Allah altogether, O you
Believers, in order that you may
attain success. [24:31]

Theword “Zeenah” inthe
Ayah aboveliterally means* adorn-
ment.” Thisincludesboth that which
Allah hasadorned, i.e., thewoman’'s
natural and physical beauty; and also
that with which they adornthemselves,
i.e., jewelry, eyeshadow, attractive
clothing, hand dye, etc. Surat An-Noor
[24] specifically spellsout thecom-
mands concerning thefact that the
woman’snatural beauty and her
adornmentsareto be concealed from
strangers except what may show dueto
accidental or uncontrollablefactors
such asthe blowing of thewind, etc.,
and what has been exempted (explained
later on). Allah also said, what trans-
lated means, ¢O Prophet, tell your
wives and your daughters and the
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women of the believersto draw their
outer garments about themselves
(when they go out ). That is better so
that they may be recognized and not
molested. And Allah is Forgiving,
Merciful . [33:59].

Imam Abu Dawood narrated
that * Aaishah, may Allah bepleased
with her, oncesaid, “ Asmaa, the
daughter of Abu Bakr, cameto seethe
Messenger of Allah, wearing athin
dress. The Messenger of Allahturned
away from her and said, ‘O Asmaa,
once a women reaches the age of
menstruation, no part of her body
should be seen but this— and he
pointed to hisface and hands.’”

Theword Khumur (pl. of
Khimar) refersto aclothwhich covers
thehead, including the ears, hair, neck
and bosom. Imam Al-Qurtubi ex-
plains, “Women in the past used to
cover their headswith the Khimar,
throwing itsends over their backs. This
left the neck and the upper part of the
chest bare, just asthe Christians do.
Then Allah command themto cover
those partswith the Khimar.”

Allah statesfurther inthis
Ayah, 4... and et them not stamp

their feet so as to reveal what they
hide of their adornment ...¢. \WWomen
at the time of the Prophet used to wear
ankletsthat could beemployedto
attract attention by stamping thefeet,
thereby making the ankletstinkle. This
practiceisnot only forbiddenin Islam,
but also shows that the legs and ankles
should be covered.

Some peoplein the present
time mistakenly say that awoman can
display her feet, aportion of her
forearmsand her ears. Yet, thereisno
authentic proof from the practice of the
Prophet or hiscompanionsto uphold
suchaview. Amongst the authentic
Hadithswhich clarify thispoint isthe
following: the Messenger of Allah
said, what translated means, “ On the
Day of Resurrection, Allah will not
look at the man who trails his
garment along out of pride.” Umm
Salamah asked, “What should women
do with (the hems of) their garments?”’
Hereplied, “let them lower them a
handspan.” Shesaid, “ Their feet
would be exposed!” Hesaid, “Let
them lower them a forearm’s length
but no more.” [At-Tabarani].

The Ayat of Surat An-Noor
asolistin detail those with whom a

AllahsaidintheQuran, what translated means, 4O you who believe! Ward off yourselves
andyour familiesafirewhosefuel isman and stones.#[66:6]. Mothers, fathersand teachersall play
aroleinraisingtheyounger generation. If thoseresponsibledotheir jobwell, thenthey and thechildrenwill be

happy intheir worldly lifeand a sointhe Hereafter. Ontheother hand, if they neglect their duty towardstheyounger
generation, thentheir liveswill bemiserableand Allahwill hold them accountablefor their negligence.

Parentsshoul d alwaysremember the Hadith rel ated by Imam Mudlimwhich statesthat when aperson dies, hisdeedswill
cometoahalt except for three: A donation the person gaveandwhich continuesto benefit others, abeneficial knowledgeheworked
on and spread and whi ch continuesto benefit others, and agood son who continuesto pray for him. Teachersshouldalsore-
member theHadith by ImamsAl-Bukhari and Musdlimwhich statesthat if Allah guidesone person by your handstotherigh-
teouspath, thenthiswill benefit you and be better for you morethan any other worl dly bounty.

Therefore, parentsand teachersshoul d work first to enhancetheir ownfaith, moralsand manners, and
alsolearnthecorrect |Ilam. They should remember that children copy theactsof adultsand takeaf -
terthem. They shouldthenteachthechildrenthetrueldamthey learned, embedthelove
of Allahand HisMessenger intheir hearts, and hel pthemto overcome

thetemptationsof fakeworldly pleasures.

women is permitted to be more at ease.
Furthermore, the Ayat from Surat Al-
Ahzaab [33] ordersMuslimwomento
draw their outer garments about
themselveswhen they go out. Abu
Dawood related that * Aaishah said,

“ After this Ayah wasrevealed, the
women of the Ansar appeared like
crows,” because of the color and shape
of the cloaksthey wore. Hence, an
outer garment or cloak must beworn
by aMuslimwoman whenever she goes
outin public or if sheisin the presence
of strangerswithin her own home or
the home of others.

Slight differenceshavearisen
amongst the scholarsconcerning the
precise meaning of 4...except only that
which isapparent...¢ from Surat An-
Noor, which, according to Ibn Abbas,
includestheface, the hands, and rings.”
Thisview isshared by Ibn Umar,
Ataa , and othersfrom the Tabi’ een
[Tafseer Ibn Kathir]. Also, Imam Ash-
Shawkani statesconcerning thissame
Ayah, that it includes, “ The dress, the
face, andthehands.” Furthermore, Ibn
Abbas and Qatadah have stated “ The
adornmentsinclude eye shadow
(Kuhul), bracelets, hand dye, and rings,
and it ispermissible for women to
uncover them.” [Fat’ h Al-Qadeer]. i
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Charactare of the Muslim

E-Towbah

(Repentance)

hedavewill awaysneed his

Lord' sForgivenessand Mercy.

Mankindisboundtofall into
error and sin, but therewill dwaysbea
way for them out of thiserror andsin;
thatis, repentingto Allahand asking
Himfor HisMercy and Forgiveness.
Thedoor of repentancewill alwaysbe
open until the Day of Resurrection. The
onesthat usethisdoor oftenwill bethe
successful ones, for their sinswill be
forgiven and their mistakeserased from
their records. Asfor thosewhoignore
thisdoor, they will havetruly lost agreat
deal. Wewill try to pursuethevarious
aspect of thisexcellent conduct, thatis,
alwaysrepentingto Allah.

At-Tawbah meansto repent
fromsinto obedience. A personiscalled
“Tawwal” if hishabitistorepent to
Allah. Allahiscaled“At-Tawvwab’
because He PardonsHisdavesand
acceptstheir repentancewhen they truly
repent fromtheir mistakes.

At-Tawbah is an Obligation

Thereisno disagreement
agmong the scholars of the Ummah that
repentanceisobligatory for eacherror
and sin. Therearenumerousproofsto
thisfact, such as, ¢ And beg Allah to
forgiveyou all, O believers, that you
may be successful!  [24:31], and, O
you who believe! Turn to Allah with
sincererepentance! ¢ [66:8]. True
repentanceisthesincere repentancein
whichthesinner intendsnot tofall into
theerror again. TheMessenger of Allah

said, what trand ated means, “ O peopl e!
Repent to Allah, for | repentto Allah a
hundredtimesaday.” [Muslim].

Conditions for At-Tawbah

Therearecertain conditionsfor
At-Tawbah, without whichit will be
invalid:

1-- Refraining fromsinning:
Tawbah from committing asin cannot be
trueexcept if thesinner intends not to
fal intothesinagain and thenimple-
mentshisintention.

2-- Fedling sorry for the
mistakes: At-Tawbah must be accompa-
nied by feelingsof sorrow and sadness
for committingthesin. Thiswill testify

“MyLord! Verily, | havewronged my
self, soforgiveme.” Then Heforgave
him. Verily, Heisthe Oft-Forgiving,
theMost Merciful. He(Moses) said,
“MyLord! For that with which You
havefavored me, | will never morebea
helper for theMujrimin (wrongdoers,
polytheists, criminas, etc.).4[28:15-
17]. Allah’'ssaying, 4Hesaid, “ My
Lord! Verily, | havewronged my seif,
soforgiveme.” & provesthat Mosesfelt
sorry for killing that man. Thisfeeling of
guilt madehimgo back to Allahwith
humblenessand ask Him for Forgive-
ness. Mosesalwaysrepented fromthis
mistake afterwards, and even onthe Day
of Resurrection hewill still remember it.
Atthat time, mankind will cometo him
asking himtointervenewiththeLordon
their behalf, sayingto him, “O Moses!
You arethe M essenger of Allahwhom

tothetruthfulness
of the personwho
committedasin
and wantsto repent
fromit.

Allahsaid

Tawbah from committing a sin can-
not betrue except if thesinner in-
tendsnot to fall into the sin again
and then implements hisintention.

about Prophet
Moses, what trand ated means, ¢ And he
(Moses) entered thecity at atime of
unawarenessof itspeople, and he
found theretwo men fighting, one of
hisparty (hisreligion, fromthe Children
of Israel), and the other of hisfoes. The
man of his(own) party asked himfor
help against hisfoe, so Moses struck
him (hisfoe) with hisfist and killed
him. He(Moses) said, “ Thisisof
Satan’sdoing, verily, heisaplain
misleading enemy.” He (M oses) said,

Allah choseabove menfor HisMessage
and by Hisspeaking to you. Intercedeon
our behalf toyour Lord! Doyou not see
what we are experiencing? Do you hot
seewhat hardshipswearefacing?’ But
Moseswill say tothem, “ Today, my Lord
hasbecomemoreangry than ever before,
and morethan Hewill ever be! 1 killeda
personwhom | wasnot authorized tokill.
| amonmy own! | amonmy own! Goto
Jesus.”
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3-- Intendingtorefrainfrom
further fallinginto error: Oneof the
conditionsof valid repentanceisthe
person’sintention not to repesat the
mistakefor which heisrepenting. Inthe
previousAyat, we see how Moses
repented from hismistakeand asked
Allahfor HisForgiveness. Then, he
pledgedto Allahthat hewould never
repeat the samemistake again, saying,
4“MyLord! For that with which You
havefavored me, | will never morebea
helper for theMujrimin.” $.

4-- At-Tawbah must occur
before death comesto one: Itisnecessary
for the personwho wantshismistakes
forgiven and hisrepentanceaccepted to
repent before death comestohim. Allah
said, what trand ated means, ¢ And of no

effect istherepentance of thosewho
continueto do evil deedsuntil death
facesoneof themandhesays, “Now|
repent.” 4 [4:18]. Also,ibnUmar
narrated that the M essenger of Allah
said, what trand ated means, “ Allah
accepts Tawbah fromtheslaveaslong
ashedoesso beforehe Yugharghir
(before hissoul reacheshisthroat at the
timeof death).” [At-Tirmithi]. There-
fore, onemust not to delay repenting.

5-- At-Tawbah must occur
beforethe sunrisesfromthewest (a
major sign of theL ast Hour): The
Messenger of Allah hassaid, what
trandated means, “Whoever (truly)
repentsbeforethesun risesfrom
whereit usually sets (thewest), then
Allah will forgivehim.” [Musglim].

aykhAl-IdamlbnTaymiyyah
id,“ TheQuranand Sunnah
ndicatethat sinscanbeatonedfor
by tenmeans:

1-- Repentance: Itisagreedupon
by theMudlimUmmahthat repentance
atonesforsins. Allahsaid, 4Say,“ Omy
daveswho havetransgressed against
themselves! Despair not of themercy of
Allah. Verily Allah forgivesall sins.
Truly, Heisthe Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful.” ¢[39:53].

2-- Askingfor Allah’sforgive-
ness(lstighfar): TheProphetsaid,“A
person committedasin andsaid, ‘O
Lord, | havecommittedasin, sol ask
for your forgiveness.” SoAllah said,
‘Mydaveknewthat hehasalLordWho
forgivessins, and| haveforgiven My
dave.”” [Al-Bukhari & Mudlim].

3-- Gooddeeds: Allahsaid,
#And offer prayer perfectly, at thetwo
endsof theday andin somehoursof
thenight (thefivecompulsory prayers).
Verily, thegood deedsremovetheevil
deeds(minor sins).[11:114]. Also, the

Prophet said, “ Thefiveprayers,and
fromoneJum’ ah (Friday) prayer to
another andfromRamadhan to
Ramadhan will bring about forgive-
nessbetween themif nomajor sinsare
committed.” [Mudlim].

4-- Prayer and supplicationof
otherbelievers: TheProphetsaid,“1fa
hundredMudimspray (the Janazah)
andask for theright of intercession on
behalf of any dead Mudlim, then Allah
will accepttheir prayer.” [Mudim]. It
must benotedthat thi shappensafter
deathcomestoaMudimwhosegood
deedsdonot outweighhissins.

5-- Actsof worshipby theliving
onbehalf of thedead: Charity,Hgjj and
other actsof worship canbeperformed by
thosealivewiththeintentionthat the
rewardsbegrantedtothedead. Theseacts
of worshipwill beacceptedby Allahas
reportedinmany Hadithsandaccording
totheconsensusof theUmmah.

6-- Theintercessionof the
Prophet: OntheDay of Judgment, Allah
will granttheProphet therighttointer-

Thesearetheconditionsof valid
Tawbah regarding thesinswhichinvolve
thedaveand hisLord only. However, if
thesininvolvesanother person, asixth
condition must beadded tothelist:

6-- Returning to peoplewhat is
rightfully theirs: If thesinfor whichthe
daveisrepentinginvolvestherightsof
other people, then therepenting person
must returntheserightsto their rightful
owners, unlessthey agreethat hekeeps
them. If thisconditionisnot met, then
Tawbah from the repenting person may
not be accepted, evenif thefive other
conditionsaremet. OntheDay of
Judgment, Allahwill punishthosewho
did not fulfill what isdue on them. i

cedeonbehdf of Mudimswhohad
committed major sins, asnarrated by
many Hadliths, oneof themis,“Myright
of intercessionisfor thoseof my
Ummah) whocommittedmajor sins.”
[Ahmad].

7-- Hardship: Disasters,
tragedies, sickness, painand other types
of harmthat occurtoaMuslimcanalso
atonefor hissins. TheProphet said,
“Whatever befallsthebeliever: thirst,
fatigue, worry, sadness, depression,
harm, even if athorn pierceshisbody,
but aforgivenessfrom Allah follows
that.” [Al-Bukhari & Musdlim].

8-- Punishmentinthegrave:
Allahmay punishaMudliminhisgrave
for thesinshehad committed andthen
forgivehimintheHereafter.

9-- Thehorror of theDay of
Judgment: Thehorror andterror of the
Day of Judgment canalsoatoneforsins.

10-- Allah’'sMercy: TheMercy
of Allahisthemaost magnificentresortfor
aMuslimfor forgivenessfor hissins. i
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Our Olyjectives

. To project aclear image of the religion of 1slam in accor-
dance with the Quran and Sunnah asunderstood by as-Salaf as-Saleh
(pious predecessors).

. Towarn Musdlimsagainst all typesof Shirk (Polytheism) and
Bidah (innovation) related to religion, and against the sacrileges,
the fabricated weak Hadith (Prophetic traditions) which mar the
beauty of Islam.

. To oppose and refute the advent tenets and ideol ogies such
asatheism, communism and sectarianism.

. To cooperate with Sunni Muslim organizations to achieve
the above objectives.

. To propagate |slam amongst non-Muslims.
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