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I t often becomes confusing for Muslimsto identify and understand the causes

for calamities and disastersthat befall theindividual or the nation in general.

Such calamities are usualy attributed to this or that reason. However, in
reality, whatever befalls the person or the nation is one of two: either atest and
trial, or a punishment and torment.

Whether these trials and calamities are a punishment or atest, in both
cases they require patience and endurance. If the personisin reality being tested,
then theintended god of the calamitiesisto purify the soul and enhancethe
status, and thiswill not be achieved unless the person observes patience, stead-
fastness and firmness. If dl thisisfulfilled, then the fruitswill be gained, and
Allah will once again give the patient ones the upper hand.

Inthisregard, Allah has said, what translated means, 4If a wound (and
killing) hastouched you, be sure a similar wound (and killing) hastouched the
others. And so are the days (good and not so good), We give to men by turns,
that Allah may test those who believe, and that He may take martyrsfrom
among you. And Allah likes not the Thalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers).4
[3:140], and, $And that Allah may test (or purify) the believers (from sins) and
destroy the disbelievers. Do you think that you will enter Paradise before
Allah teststhose of you who fought (in His Cause) and (al so) tests those who
are patient?} [3:141-142]. Also, the Prophet said, “Victory follows patience,
relief follows disasters and ease follows difficulty.” [Ahmad]. Asfor the status
of the patient ones, it is high with Allah indeed. He has said, what trandated
means, $Only those who are patient shall receive their rewardsin full, without
reckoning.¢ [39:10].

On the other hand, if the calamities and disasters are aform of punish-
ment from Allah, then they are certainly brought upon because of sinsand acts of
disobedience and because of being far away from Allah’s Path. Inthiscase, the
person needs to hold himself accountable for his misdeeds, repent from his
transgressions, fulfill Allah’s commandments and stay away from His prohibi-
tions. Thiswill bring the person nearer to Allah and will make him one of His
Awliyaa (loya friends). Suchtrialsand calamitiesin this case will serveto
remind the person of Allah and how far heisfrom Him, as Allah has said, ¢(What
isthe matter with you?) When a single disaster smitesyou, although you smote
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owadays, therearesomewho
N keeprepeatingarul ethat they

haveinvented and agreed upon.
They say, “Letushelpeachotherin
what weall agreeupon, and excuseeach
other for what wedifferon.” This
meansthat wemust cooperatewith
otherswithinthemattersthat weagree
uponand not dividebecauseof our
differences, evenif thesedifferencesare
in‘ Ageedah (belief) andtouchthebasis
of Iman! They cal all theseaspects
“minor.” Therefore, suchaspectsshould
not beallowedtobeacausefor division
and hatredintheUmmah, they claim.

Indeed, therearesomediffer-
encesin somerulesor aspectsof the
religionthat arecalled“ minor.” These
rulesarebased onljtihad whichisbased
onopinion. Weaffirmthat whentrue
differencesexist onsuch matters,
reaching adefinitemgjority or consen-
susonthemissometimesnot possible.
Thesemattersof Ijtihadincludesome
Textsof the Quran and Sunnah that
havemorethan oneapparent meaning.
Also, thescholarsmight differintheir
Ijtihad accordingtotheevidencethat
they rely on, whether thisevidencewas
validorinvalid. Therearemany other
reasonsbehind differencesinljtihad.
Differencesinljtihad should neither
prevent usfromweighingtheevidences
of eachljtihad to proveitsvalidity, nor
shouldit causehatredand division
among our ranks.

Belittling Mistakes

in ‘Ageedah

Thesad fact isthat many
Muslimstoday think that if thescholars
issueconflicting Fatwas(religious
decrees), thenthey areallowedtofollow
whomthey wishfromamongthese
scholars. They think that they do not
haveto establishthecredibility of these
conflictingrulings, for they believethat
sincetherearedifferencesinsome
matters, itisthen permissibletofollow
either oneof theserulings. Whenone
criticizessuch peoplefor this, they say,
“Brother! Do not come hard on people
sincethereisadifferencebetween
scholarsonthismatter.”

Wedo not deny that differences
exist betweenthescholars. What we
reject and condemnistoignorethefinal
authority that wewereorderedtorefer
toin mattersof differences. Thisa
uthority ismentionedinthisAyah, 4O
you who believe! Obey Allah and obey

(1/2)

differencesexist betweenthem. Thisis
theway of therighteousbelievers.
Otherschoosewhat they desireand
what they think isbest for them.

Allah hasdenied the status of
Iman (Faith) for thosewho do not refer
toHimand HisMessenger for judg-
ment. Heemphasized thisfact by
swearing by Himself, and Heisthe
Almighty, indeed, saying, 4¢Butno, by
your Lord, they can have no faith,
until they make you (O M ohammad)
judgein all disputes between them,
and find in themselves no resistance
against your decisions, and accept
(them) with full submission.¢ [4:65].
Also, Allahdescribed thehypocritesby
saying, ¢And when they are called to
Allah (the Quran) and His Messenger,
to judge between them, Loa! A party
of themrefuse (to come) and turn
away. But if theright iswith them,

the M essen-

ger Differences on minor rules of the religion
(Mohammed),  should not cause division among Muslims.
agg(tmsji?gs) However, thisdoes not mean that we do not
{vho arein seek to establish the validity or invalidity of
authority. the statements of the scholars and try to
And if you reach thetruth.

differ in

anything amongst yourselves, refer it
to Allah and His Messenger, if you
believein Allah and in the Last Day.¢
[4:59]. Allahhasordered Muslimsto
refer toHimandto HisMessenger when

they come to himwillingly with
submission. s [24:48-49]. Thehypo-
critesfollow therulesof thereligion
that best suit their desires. However,
they reject therulesthat do not satisfy
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their desires, saying, “ Thereisa
differencebetweenthescholarsonthis
matter. Therefore, donot comehardon
peopleinsuchissues.”

Thisisadangerous pathto
take, indeed, for such peoplerefer tothe
differencesbetweenthescholarsasan
excusethat allowsthemto abandon
what they dislike of therulesof the
religion. Thispathwill lead some
peopleto continually search astoif
therewasadifferenceonaruleof the
religionthat they do not wishtofollow.
Afterwards, they defy theestablished
rulethatthey dislikeby saying, “Well,
brother! Thereisadifferencebetween
thescholarsonthismatter.”

Insummary, wesay that
differencesonminor rulesof thereligion
shouldnot causedivisionamong
Muslims. However, thisdoesnot mean
that we do not seek to establishthe
validity orinvalidity of theserulingsand
try toreach thetruth. What isimportant
isthat wedonot allow our differences
onminor rulestodivideusand cause
enmity and hatred betweenus.

Asfor aspectsof belief and
major rulesof thereligion, itisatotally
different situation, indeed. All wecan
say about thosewhofollow different
beliefsin someareasof thereligionis
that wewill not call them* Kuffar”
unlessanunequivocal proof hasbeen
established against themand after
provingtothemthat what they believe
and say isKufr. Yet, wemust reject and
exposeany sayingor belief that defies
or contradictsthebelief of our righteous
ancestors. Thisisanobligationinthe
religionand Muslimsarenot allowedto
ignoreit, asmuch asthey possibly can.

Thisposition, exposing disbe-
lief and firmly establishingthat the
personwho believesinitistruly a
disbeliever beforewecancall hima
Kafir, doesnot apply to matters of
apparent disbelief that theentire
Ummahknowsandrejects. These
beliefsinclude saying that thereisno

differencebetweentheCreator and
creation; al areoneand thesame!
Some Sufi sectsfollow thisclear and
utter total disbelief in Allahandthe
religionof Issam. Also clear Kufristo
deny Allah’ sAttributes, suchasHis
Sightand Knowledge, claimingthat He
hasason, rejecting the M essage of
Prophet Mohammad, SallaAllahu
Alayhi Wasallam, andridiculingthe
Messengersof Allah. Any personwho
claimsto beaprophet from Allah after
Prophet Mohammad, or that he hasthe
original Quranwhichisdifferentfrom
theoneMuslimshave, or rejectseven
oneAyahfromtheQuran,isalsoa
Kafir. AlsoKufrisregjectingauniver-
sally established Hadith by the Prophet
that containsaruleof thereligion or
rejecting acornerstoneof Islam, suchas
praying, fasting or Hajj. Furthermore, it
isclear Kufrtoregard theimpermis-
sible, suchasusury, alcohol consump-
tionand gambling, aspermissible. All
thesetypesof Kufr areclear, and those
whofall into them haveno excuseand
shouldnot bedealtwithleniently.

ingtoimitating other traditions). You
said, by Whom my soul isin His
Hand, asthe Children of I srael said
to Moses, ¢“ O Moses! Makefor usa
god asthey have gods.” He said,
“Verily, you are a people who know
not.$ [7:138]. You will follow the
traditions of those who were before
you (especially theChristiansand
Jews)!"” [Ahmad, At-Tirmithi & An-
Nasaii].

Thesecompanionswerenew
Muslimsand still ignorantintheruling
against reveringtreesandthelikes, and
that this constitutesan act of Kufr.
Furthermore, the Prophet wasvery
careful tounitetheMuslimsandfight
divisions. It may appear that it would
have been better for the Prophet to
ignorethesewordsof Kufr that these
companionsuttered, so asnot to cause
any divisions. Y et, the M essenger of
Allah, asusual, did notignorethis
matter. Rather, heexplainedand
exposed thisK ufr to hiscompanions,
just asM osesexposed and warned his
nation of disbelief whenthey askedhim

The

Messenger of We must reject and expose any saying or
Alenendal belief that defies or contradicts the belief
Do of our righteous ancestors. This is an
never disre- obligation in the religion and Muslims
garded or are not allowed to ignore it, as much as
ignored they possibly can.

mattersof

disbelief. They exposed Kufr andthose
whoembraceditandwarnedtheir
nationsof disbelief, inorder topreserve
their unity aroundthecorrect creed.
AbuWagidAl-Laiythi said, “Wewent
withthe Messenger of Allahtothe
battleground of ‘ Hunainwhenwewere
still not far away intimefrom Kufr
(they werenew Muslims). Thedisbe-
lievershad atreethat they revered and

hangedtheir weaponson (for blessings),

whichwascalled‘ That Anwaat.” We
passed by aSidrah (alotetree) and said,
‘O Messenger of Allah! Makefor usa
That Anwaat asthey have That
Anwaat." TheMessenger of Allahsaid,
‘Allahu Akbar! ItisAs-Sanan (revert-

toallow themtoworshiptheir own gods
asthedisbelieversworshiptheir gods.
He said to them, asthe Quran has
mentioned, ¢“ Verily, you areapeople
who know not. Verily, asfor these
people and for that in which they are
engaged (worship of idols) will be
destroyed. And all that they are doing
isinvain.” ¢ [7:138-139].

Onemust sincerely appreciate
theway Prophet M osesrejected what
his peopleasked of him. Hewasstrong
incriticizing them; just ashedidwhen
hereturned to them and found that they

... continuedon page15 ==
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Sanctity of the Scholars

To dander the scholars, expose
their mistakes and shortcomings, and
falsely accuse them of sinsand crimes
that they areinnocent of, are all forbid-
den actsinldam. The Muslim cannot
eat the flesh of his believing brother,
and the flesh of the scholarsiseven
more sacred.

Imam Ibn * Asakir said, “ Know,
my dear brother, may Allah bestow His
Mercy upon us and you, that the flesh of
the scholarsis poisonous. Allah’ sway
of dealing with whoever dandersthe
scholarsis known. And hewho letshis
tongue be activein criticizing and
dandering them, Allah will bring death
to hisheart beforehedies.” Therefore,
dandering the scholars and attacking
their honor isgtrictly impermissible.

Who Attack the Scholars

1— Thosewhoarecompletely
away fromAllah’ spathandwhofollow
their desiresand Satan’ spath. These
peopleareusedto criticizing and dander-
ing the peopleof knowledgeand those

Slandering

the Scholars

dangerous and debilitating disease has been spreading in the Muslim Ummah

in recent times, and that is slandering the scholars and people of knowledge

d heralding false accusations against them. This is a dangerous matter

Indeed, as we shall present in thisarticle, Allah willing.

who adheretotherdigion,inorderto
lessenthestatusof therdligioninthe
heartsof themassesandtolessenthe
peoplé€ strustinthescholars. Thiswill in
turnleadthemto achievetheir ultimate
god, tobelittlethereligionandthe
necessity of adheringtoitsrules. This
typeistheworst typebecauseof the
corruptionintheir intentionsand their
seekingto eradicateldamfromitsroots.

2— Those who belong to some
Isamic groups and organizations.
These peoplefall into misguidance and
following the desires, leading them to
accuse some scholars of being govern-
ment agents, ignorant in contemporary
affairs, reckless or cowardice, or of
following lustsand desires.

3— Some from among the
scholars themselves. This doesindeed
occur and thisis very unfortunate. The
scholars and people of knowledge are
human beings after all, and they do
indeed fall into mistakes and shortcom-
ings. Thismight lead some of them to
criticize, dander or bdlittle other
scholars. Thisisimpermissible and
improper, and no knowledgeable person
should fall intoit.

Examples of the Slander

1— Accusing the scholarsthat
they do not have knowledgein contem-
porary affairs, not knowing the dangers
that surround the Ummah, not being
deep enough or thorough in their
analysis of events, and having knowl-
edge only in matters of ‘Hala and
‘Haram and the acts of worship. Thisis
acommon accusation these days,
heralded by some with evil intentions
and also some with sincereintentions
but with alot of ignorance. The schol-
ars are the ones with the knowledge, and
their analysis of acertain situation
might be too deep for othersto compre-
hend. A scholar might sometimes
calculate the plusses and minuses of a
certain sSituation differently than the way
we would, and would thus give Fatwas
that we might not fully appreciate and
agreewith. Thismight lead some
ignorant onesto accuse such ascholar
of cowardice or of being loyal to some
governments, etc.

2— Accusing some scholars of
being government agents or being
hypocritical, especialy if these scholars
are government employees or members
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in organi zations funded by the govern-
ment. Inthiscase, accusationswill fly
around of being agentsfor the govern-
ment or seeking thisworldly lifeinstead
of the Hereafter or seeking positions
and fame, etc.

3— Accusing the scholars of
cowardice when they warn the people
againgt following the path of the
Khawarij and rebelling against their
rulers and leaders without valid reasons,
and from accusing others of Kufr if they
fal into sins. The scholars seetheill
effects of such amisguided path and its
destructive effect on the Ummah. They
thus would warn the people against
following such adeviant and evil way.
Thiswould lead theignorant and
mi sguided ones—who cannot properly
weigh matters according to the
Shari’ ah— to accuse these scholarswith
such false accusations.

4— Accusing the scholars of
worrying about superficia mattersand
not dealing with the real important
matters and hard facts. They accusethe
scholars of knowing only the apparent
meanings of the Texts and not under-
standing what these Textstruly mean
and imply. Among thistype arethe
Sufisand also the Batinis (such asthe
Shiites).

The Effects of this Practice

Slandering and attacking the
honor and intentions of the scholar is, as
we have stated, an impermissible matter
that has many ill and dangerous effects,
suchas.

1— Loosing trust inthe
scholars: Thisisadangerous result
indeed and an advanced stage of
misguidance. If the peopleloosetrustin
the scholars—who are the inheritors of
the Prophets and the carriers of knowl-
edge— then they will not accept their
opinions and teachings. Thiswill lead
the peopleto take theignorant ones as
leaders and teachers who will give

opinionswithout knowledge. Or, every
person will elect to be independent and
not follow anyone else, and thiswill
indeed lead to misguidance.

2— Spreading hatred and
enmity inthe Ummah: Thepersonwho
atacksthescholar will bemaking
enemiesof that scholar’ sfollowers. This
will leedtothe Ummahbeing dividedinto
groupsand partiesthat constantly fight.
All thiswill lead toweakeningthe
Ummah and shatteringitsunity.

3— Wadting the efforts of the
scholars: If aperson criticizesor
dandersascholar, and if the scholar
then sees aneed to respond to this
accusation in abook or an article, then
thiswill consume a portion of that
scholar’ stime. It would have been

The Methods of Treatment

Itisour duty to remedy this
dangerous disease and eradicate it from
itsroots. Among the means and
methodsto deal with this matter are:

1— Knowing and redizing the
status of the scholars, for the scholars
arethe leaders of the Ummah and its
guiding light. Therighteousness of the
Ummah comes from their righteousness,
and if they fall into misguidance then
thewhole Ummah will bein danger of
deviating from the righteous path.
Therefore, we must honor the scholars
and give them the respect they deserve.

2— Knowing how evil isit to
dander the scholars and accuse them
with what they areinnocent of. Thisis

better for

theUmmeh T gdlander the scholars, expose their
if that . .

sholahed ~ Mistakes and short-comings, and
drcladic_ated falsely accusethem of sinsand crimes
that timeto .

teaching, that they are Innocent of, are all for-
writing, bidden mattersin Islam.

€tC.

4— Theignorantandthe
commonfolk will becomemoredaringto
speak out againgt the scholars: If dander-
ing or criticizing thescholarsby other
scholarsor studentsof knowledge
becomesacommon practiceinacommu-
nity, thenthemassesand theignorant
oneswill bemoredaringto givetheir
viewsand opinionsabout thisor that
scholar. Thisisadangerousmatter
indeed, and surely sooner or later it will
lead such peopleto givetheir viewsand
opinionsonthe Shari’ ahitself.

5— The masseswill abandon
thereligion: Thisisbecauseif the
peopleloosetrust in the scholars, then
thiswill lead them to take matters of
religion lightly and not give them their
dueattention. Thiswill lead themto
completely abandon the rules of the
Shari’ ah, and this has consequences that
only Allah knows.

an evil deed indeed, and Allah will hold
every person responsible for what his
tongue utters.

3— Knowing the consequences
of talking against the scholars of the
Ummah and the destructive effect this
evil deed hasonitsunity.

4— Creating a positive atmo-
sphereinwhich the scholarsarere-
spected and the people know their
virtues and status.

5— Not exposing the short-
comings of the scholarsand their sinsto
the public, becauseit isthe duty of
every Mudlim not to expose hisbeliev-
ing brothersand sisters. The scholars
have even agreater right than others,
and we should work harder to preserver
their honor and respectability.

... continuedon page15 ==
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(2/2)

Disputes & Divisions
Causes and €ffects

epreviously talked about the
ill effectsof divisionsinthe
Ummah and how it started.

Weal so started tal king about the causes
of thisdivision, and today weconclude
thistopic.

b) IgnoranceintheArabic L anguage

Thelack of knowledgeinthe
Arabiclanguageanditsrulesand
special usesof wordsand phrasesisone
of themain causesfor divisionsand
discordintheUmmah. Allahhassent
the QuranintheArabiclanguage, andit
was sent to an Arab Messenger andtoa
tribethat spoke Arabic. Therefore, the
Quranwassent in alanguagethat the
Arabsused andwerefamiliar with.

After many non-Arabsem-
braced |slam, somewanted to under-
standthe Quranusing their ownways
and understandings, whileignoringthe
Arabiclanguageanditsdifferentrules
andforms. Thishasled many of these
peopletofall intomisguidanceand
heresy. All foundersand|eadersof the
misguided sectsat that time, such asAl-
Jaa’ dbin Dirham, Al-Jahmbin Safwan
andAdl Bin‘Itham, werenon-Arabs.
ImamAl-‘Hasan Al-Basri said about
these peopleandtheir likes, “What has
ledthemto destructionwasthembeing
non-Arabs. They erroneously under-
stood andinterpreted theQuran.” Also,
Imam Ash-Shafii said, “ Thepeopledid

not fall intoignoranceand did not
disputebut becausethey abandonedthe
Arabiclanguageandfollowedthe
languageandwaysof Aristutalis(a
Greek philosopher).”

¢) FollowingDesires

Allahhasforbiddenusfrom
following our lustsand desires, and
declared that doing soisnot the path of
thebelievers, but instead i sthe path of
thedisbelieversandtheheretics. Allah
said about such people, what transl ated
means, ¢Have you seen him who takes
hisown lust (vain desires) ashisilah
(god)?¢: [45:23]. The Salaf usedto call
thosewho follow thesayingsthat
contradict

rulings. They thusaccept the Textsonly
if they arein harmony withtheir
opinionsand desires, andthey reject the
rest or alter their meaningsinthe
manner they seefit.

d) NeedlessArguments

TheMessenger of Allahhas
forbidden usfrom needlessspeechand
arguing about mattersof thereligion,
and hassternly warned usfrom such
practice. Hesaid, what trangl ated
means, “No peoplewho will go astray
after they were guided but because of
their indulging in needless argu-
ments.” [Ahmad, At-Tirmithi & lbn
Majah].

g:%%ﬂ;?]” ah The companions and the Salaf fol-
andthose lowed the commandment of the Mes-
who senger of Allah and avoided arguing
Innovatein . .

therdigion,  and showing off their knowledge.
“AhluAl-

Ahwa,” meaningthepeoplewhofollow
thedesires. Thisisbecause such people
discard the Quran and Sunnah and what
they legidate, andinstead follow their
opinionsand desiresand dependon
them. They haveeven madetheir
desiresand lustsastheindisputable
sourceof legidlation, and declared that
the Texts of the Quran and Sunnah do
not necessarily leadto certainand clear

Thecompanionsand the Sal af
followedthecommandment of the
Messenger of Allahand avoided arguing
and showing off their knowledge. They
warned thesuccessivegenerationsof
Muslimsfrom suchevil behavior and
commandedthemtofollow the Sunnah.
After divisionsand discord spreadinthe
Ummah, the Salaf worked hardtorelay
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thesewarningsabout arguingtothe
people. Imam Abu Y ousef, Abu
Hanifah' sprominent student, oncesaid,
“Needlessly arguinginthereligionisa
Bid' ah. Had it been avirtue, thecom-
panionsof theMessenger of Allah
would have beaten ustoit, for they were
better followersof the Sunnah thanus.”

2—External Factors

Thesearethefactorsthat came
formoutsidethe Ummah, such asthe
Jewsandthe Christians. Asanexample
tothis, SawsantheChristianinfluenced
Maa’ bad Al-Juhani until hefell intothe
Bid ahof denying Al-Qadar (predesti-

Following the Scholars

I mam Malik once stated arulethat isconsidered one of the major rules of

nation) and spread it amongst the
Muslims. Also, theJewsinfluenced Al-
Jaa dbin Durhamuntil hedenied
Allah’ sNamesand Attributesand
spread thismisguided hereticbelief in
theUmmah. Therearemany other
examplesto thispoint, but what we
havelisted aboveissufficientto
illustratewhat wemean.

Weask Allahtoguideusall to
the Straight Path and to help usstay on
it, and to keep usaway from the paths
of misguidanceand heresy. Wealso ask
Himto unitetheranksof Muslimson
the truth and to expose all paths of
Bid' ahand desires, Heisthe All-
Hearer, All-Seer. [

thereligion, when hesaid, “ Eachwill have some of what he saysaccepted

or rejected, except for theresident of thisgrave,” and he pointed tothe
Messenger’ sgrave. Applyingthisrulewill not lead to belittling thescholars
of Isam. They arethe oneswho carried and conveyed thereligion by preserv-
ing knowledge of the Quran and Sunnah. They aretheoneswhoinheritedthe
Prophetsof Allah, by carrying their Messagesafter their departurefrom earth.
Allahhasordered us, Muslims, to refer to these scholarsin various aspects of
thereligion, whenever weare confused and in need of guidance. Hesaid, what
trandlated means, ¢ So ask of those who have knowledge (in the Quran and
Sunnah), if you know not.¢[16:43]. Y et, weareobliged to treat these
scholarstheway they deserveto betreated. They arebut humansboundto
forgetfulnessandfallinginto error. Thescholarsthemselvesorderedtheir
followersnot to blindly follow them. They only ordered Muslimstorefer to
the source of knowledgethat they themselvesreferredto, that is, therevelation
whichisconsisted of the Quran and Sunnah.

Allah hasharshly criticized the Jewsand Christiansbecause of their
revering their rabbisand priests. Thisrevering ledthemto accepting their
rabbisand priests rendering that whichisprohibited as permissibleand that
which Allah haspermitted asimpermissible. Allahsaid, what translated
means, ¢ They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbisand their monksto be
their lords besides Allah, and (they also took astheir lord) the Messiah, son
of Mary.$[9:31]. TheMessenger of Allah explained theimplicationsof this
Ayahto Adi bin Hatim At-Taii, who wasaChristian before heaccepted | slam.
TheProphet affirmed that for the Jews and Christiansto obey their scholarsin
thisway, that thisconstitutestaking them aslordsbesidesAllah.

Therefore, we arecommanded not to blindly follow any person except
theMessenger of Allah, becauseall hissayingsand actionsareaproof inthe
religion. Asfor everyoneelse, their statementsare not considered proof, but

must alwaysbe supported by proof from the Quran and Sunnah.

The Sunnah iswhatever was
brought forth by Prophet
Mohammad, SallaAllahu
Alayhi Wasallam, pertaining to the
religion, apart from the Quran. It
can bein theform of an utterance by
the Prophet, an action of his, or his
approval of an act he witnessed or
wasreported to him. The Sunnahis
equal in weight to the Quran, since
both are from Allah, and it does not
contradict the Quran, asthey are
both from One source. Allah said,
4Nor does he speak of (hisown)
desire. Itisonly an Inspiration
that isinspired.¢ [53:3-4].

It isnot permissibleto turn
away from what was determined to
be the consensus of the companions
of the Prophet or the Muslim nation
at any time, since the Prophet has
said, “My Ummah (nation) will
never bein union upon misguid-
ance.” [Ahmad]. Therefore, wecan
be confident in the correctness of the
collective opinions of the Muslim
nation, and in particular, the pious
predecessors.

Any particular Sunnah of the
Prophet must be accepted by the
scholars—specidizedinthisfield—
asauthentic beforeit isfollowed or
legidationisderived fromit. Legis-
lation derived from unauthentic
Sunnah must be rejected.

Other than those mentioned
in the Quran and Sunnah, all forms
and acts of worship are prohibited.
Itisprohibited to introduce aform
of worship not mentioned by either
Allah or the Prophet. ImamsAl-
Bukhari and Muslim related that the
Prophet said, what translated means,
“Whoever introducesinto our
matter (religion) that which isnot
apart of it, will haveit (hisinnova-
tion) rejected.”
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Selling
Impermissible

Ibi r narrated that the Prophet said
ntheyear of Al-Fat’ h, when he
onquered Makkah, “ Allah,
Mighty Heis, and His Messenger
prohibited selling liquor, dead (ani-
mals), pigsandidols.” Someonesaid,
“O Messenger of Allah, what about
thefat of dead animals? Itisused to
paint ships, relish skinsand asa light
(candles) for people.” Hesaid, “No, it
is(still) *Haram (prohibited).” Hethen
said, “May Allah fight the Jews, Allah
made fat (of animals) prohibited for
them, so they dissolved it, then they
solditand ateitsprice.” [Al-Bukhari
& Muslim]. Also, Ibn Abbassaid, “A
man gavethe Prophet aliquor-skinasa
gift. The Prophet asked him, * Did you
not know that Allah has made it
‘Haram? Themansaid, ‘No.” Then,
the man spokewith someoneinalow
voice, sotheProphet asked theman,
‘What did you say to him in secrecy?’
Themansaid, ‘I toldhimtosall it.’
TheProphet said, * Whoever prohibited
drinking it, prohibited sdlling it, as
well.” Then, theman opened theliquor-
skinand spilled what wasinit.” [Mus-
lim].

FromtheaboveHadiths, we
find that the Prophet madeageneral
ruleof ISamplainand simple. When
Allah prohibitssomething, Heal so
prohibitssellingit. Only exceptions
that are provento bepermissible, are
exempted. If thereisproof of permissi-
bility from the Quran or Sunnah, for the

The Lawful & Unlawful

Goods

saleof acertainitemwhichisapartora
product of ‘ Haram material, suchasthe
dried skin of ananimal that wasnot
properly daughtered and after theskin
ismade pure by tanning, thenand only
then canit be sold or bought. Other-
wise, thegenera rulingisthat selling or
buyingitis‘Haram.

Therearetwotypesof ‘Haram
itemsthat Muslimsareprohibitedfrom
benefitingfrom. Thefirstkindiswhat
canberepeatedly used aslongasitretains
itsoriginal shapeand substance, and
theseitemsare' Haramtosell. Examples
tothisare: Idols, whichareonly usedto
commit Shirk, andbooksof Shirk,
witchcraft or bookswhich containwhat
leadstosinand misguidance. If sold,
theseitemscan beusedtoworship other
thanAllahor comitsin. Other examples
of thistypeare: Musical instrumentsand
paintingsof livingbeings.

Thesecond kindiswhat cannot
beusedif itsoriginal shapeand sub-
stancearealtered or changed. If this
kindismainly used for purposesthat
Allah hasprohibited, thenitis‘Haram
to benefit fromit. Liquor and pigsare
mainly used to bedrunk or eaten.
Selling or buyingthistypeis‘Haram
eventhoughit can beusedto saveone
from dying of thirst or hunger. The
scholarsagreeonthisrule.

Thecompanionsof the Prophet
wanted toknow if itispermissibleto

use partsof dead animalswhich are not
slaughtered properly, likethefat to
maketorches, paint shipsor relishskin.
TheProphet affirmed therul ethat
benefitingfromsuchitemsisalso
‘Haram.

TheProphet cursed the Jews
fortryingtodeceive Allahandthe
religion. They usedtodissolveanimal
fat, whichthey wereprohibitedfrom
using and selling it to othersand eating
fromitsprice. They wanted away out
of this* Haram, and they thusdeserved
Allah’scursefor that. The Prophet
warnsusfromdoing asimilar thing and
fromfinding away around and out of
‘Haram. Thesemethodsdirectly leadto
‘Haram, butinadifferentway. The
Prophet warned Muslimsof suchways
and explained that the OneWho
prohibited consuming liquor and pigsis
the OneWho prohibited benefitingfrom
them.

Inthesecond Hadith above,
Muslimsexperiencetheway the
companionsusedto obey theM essen-
ger. Assoonasthey knew that Allah
prohibited consumingliquor andselling
it, they spilled it without hesitation. In
thefirst Hadith, they only wanted to
know theextent of the prohibition, in
ordertoavoidfalinginto‘ Haram acts.
Suchwasthebehavior and obedience of
the companionsto AllahandtoHis
Messenger, may Allahbepleasedwith
themall. [
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s-Salof

and the Innovators

hluAs-SunnahWaAl-Jama ah
A havealwaysrejectedthe

Bid’ ahsthat wereintroducedin
Islam. They opposed, intongueand
deed, and till do, Bid' ahs, by preventing
themfrombeing spread andimple-
mented. Thefollowingaresome
examplestothis:

1—UmmAI-Dardaa said,
“AbuAl-Dardaa’ (acompanionof the
Prophet) onceenteredthehousewhile
angry. | askedhim, ‘ What isthematter?
Hesaid, By Allah, | donotrecognizein
them (theway of many Muslims) from
M ohammad’ sM essageother thanthat
they pray altogether.”” [Al-Bukhari].

2—AmribnYahyanarrated
that hisfather told himthat hisfather had
said, “Weusedtositat Abdullahibn
Masud'sdoor before Fajr prayer; if he
exited out of hishousewewouldfollow
himtotheMagiid. AbuMusaAl-Ash’ ari
onemorning cameandaskedus, ‘ Didibn
Masud comeout of hishouseyet? We
said, ‘No.” Sohesatwithustill ibn
M asud emerged from hishouse. Weall
stood upwhenheexited. AbuMusasaid,
‘OAbuAbdurrahman, | just saw
something | did not recognize, and| did
not see, al thanksto Allah, but good.’
IbnMasudsaid, ‘What isit? AbuMusa
said, ‘ If youlivelong, youwill seeit. |
sawintheMagjid peoplesittingin
circles, waitingfor theprayer. Ineach
circlethereisaleader, andthey have
stonesintheir hands. Theleader would

say: Say Takbir (AllahuAkbar) a
hundredtimes. Sothey say Takbira
hundredtimes. Hethenwould say: Say
Tahlil (LallahalllaAllah) ahundred
times. Sothey say Tahlil ahundred
times. Hethenwould say: Say Sub’ hana
Allahahundredtimes. Sothey would
say Tasbihahundredtimes.” IbnMasud
said, ‘Why don’t youtell themto count
their evil deeds, and guaranteethemthat
noneof their good deedswill belost!’

Thenwelefttill wereached one
of thosecircles. Hestood next tothe
circleandsaid, ‘What areyoudoing?
They said, * O Abu Abdurrahman, these
arestonesthat we count our Takbir,

Abdurrahman, wesought only whatis
good.’ IbnMasudsaid, ‘ Many people
seek good, but they donotreachit. The
M essenger told usthat some peoplewho
readtheQuranwill not haveitleavetheir
throatstotheir hearts. By Allah, | donot
know if most of youarefromthem.’
Thenheleftthem. Amribn Salamah
said, ‘ Wesaw most of those people
fighting against usinthebattl e of
Nahrawan, withtheKhawarij.’” [At-
Tirmithi].

3— A mancametolmamMalik
ibn Anasand asked him, “Whereshould
I makelhram (aritual of Hajj) from?”’
Hesaid, “MakelhramfromAl-Migat (a

Tahlil, Tashih, .
and Tah' mid The Salaf take as evidence the
(L/ﬁm?mwﬂﬂ, Quran and the Sunnah to prove
Ibn Masud that the Sunnah must be imple-
wen mented and the Bid'ahs be
deeds, for | shunned.

guaranteethat

noneof your good deedswill belost.
What isthematter with you, O nation of
Mohammad? How soonyou cometo
your destruction!! Thecompanionsof
Mohammad arestill many, thesearehis
clothesstill not worn out and hiscook-
waredidnot break yet (meaningthe
Prophet hasonly passed ashortwhile
ago). By Whommy soul isinHisHands,
youareeither followingareligion better
than Mohammad's, or fol lowersof away
of evil!!” They said, ‘ By Allah, OAbu

certainarea) that the Prophet described
andmadelhramfrom.” Themansaid,
“What if | makelhramfrombefore
that?’ Malik said, “| donot agreewith
that.” Themansaid, “What doyoufear
formefromdoingthat?’ Malik said, “|
fear Fitnah (evil, calamity ortrial).” The
mansaid, “AndwhereistheFitnahin
doingmoregood?’ Malik said,“Allah
said, ¢And let thosewho opposethe

... continuedon page15 ==
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I-Jud

Genecrosity

udlims, especially theDu' at
M (thosewho takethejob of

calling unto Islam), do not
only pursuetheir own benefitinthislife,
but they also livefor others, spreading
goodnessand harmony and forbidding
evil and misguidance. Thosewholive
likethismust be generousin nature and
willing to sacrifice someof their posses-
sionsand energy to bring about happi-
nessfor othersand helpingthemin
timesof need and hardship. Thisunique
blend of anindividual truly seeksto
benefit othersand does so with good
intentions. By conducting himself in
thismanner, hewill acquirepeople’s
trust, loveand respect. Thus, thecaller
unto Allahwill find that hisjob of
Da wah hasbeen made easy for him
with hisgood conduct, and hewill have
more chances of succeeding. Oneof the
Salaf oncesaid, “| seethat peopleare
friendswith the generouspersons, while
themiser will not find afriendinthe
world.”

Al- Jud meansgenerosity, and
when apersonisgenerous, heiscalled
“Jawad.” Al-Bakhil, thetightwad, isthe
oppositeof Al-Jawad.

The Quran & Generousity

4And spend (in charity) of that with
which Wehave provided you, before
death comesto one of you and he says,
“My Lord! If only You would give me
respitefor alittlewhile (returnmeto
theworldly life), then | should give
Sadagah (charity) of mywealth, and be
among therighteous.” ¢ [63:10], and,
4By no meansshall you attain righ-
teousness, unlessyou spend (inAllah’s
Cause) of that which you love; and
whatever of good you spend, Allah
knowsit well.$ [3:92].

The Sunnah & Generousity

The Prophet al so encourages
Muslimsto begenerousandto spendin
the sake of Allahto helpthepoor and
needy. AbuHurayrah narrated that the
Messenger of Allah said, what trand ated
means, “ Allah, the Exalted, said, ‘O
son of Adam! Spend (in the sake of
Allah) and you will be spent on (by
Allah).”” [Al-Bukhari & Mudlim]. He
alsosaid, “ Saveyourselvesfromthe
Fire, even with a part of a date (by
spendingitinthesakeof Allah).” [Al-
Bukhari & Mudlim]. TheseHadiths
statethat Allahwill reward the person
whom Hegivesmoney andwealthand
hethen spendsit righteously andinHis
sake. Such apersonsdeserveto be

narrated that the Messenger of Allah
said, what trand ated means, “\Whoever
givesthat which equalsadateasa
Sadagah (which he earned) from
permissible means, for Allah doesnot
accept except that which isTayyib
(good, earned from permissible means),
then Allah will accept it (the charity)
with HisRight (Hand). Then, Hewill
raiseit for itsgiver, just asone of you
will raise hispony, until it (the charity)
becomes (ashig) asamountain.” [Al-
Bukhari & Mudlim].

Discouraging Al-Bukhl

Allah, inHisGloriousBook,
andtheMessenger of Allah, Salla
Allahu Alayhi Wasallam, in his Sunnah,
discourage Al-Bukhl (tightwad) for
Mudlimsand warn them against such
evil conduct and hated manner.

Allah saidinthe Quran, what
translated means, ¢ And let not those
who covetously withhold of that which
Allah has bestowed on them of His
Bounty (wealth) think that itisgood
for them (and so they do not pay Zakat
or charity). Nay, it will beworsefor
them; thethingswhich they covet-
ously withheld shall betied to their
neckslikea collar on the Day of

Allah, the Exalted and Ever- praised and rewarded. Resurrection. Andto Allah belongs
High, ordered Hisdavesto be generous the heritage of the heavensand the
and giving and to spendin Hissake, Furthermore, Abu Hurayrah earth; and Allah isWell-Acquainted
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with all that you do.¢ [3:180]. Healso
said, what trand ated means, ¢Behol d!
You arethosewho are called to spend
in the Cause of Allah, yet among you
aresomewho areniggardly. And
whoever isniggardly, itisonly at the
expense of hisownself. But Allah is
Rich and you (mankind) arepoor. And
if you turn away (fromlslamandthe
obedience of Allah), Hewill exchange
you for someother people, and they
will not beyour likes. [47:38], and,
4%And whosoever issaved from his
own Shu’ h (covetousness), then they
arethe successful ones.¢> [64:16].

Jabir, the Prophet’scompanion,
said that the M essenger of Allah has
said, what translated means, “ Avoid
Ath-Thulm (injustice), for Ath-Thulm
will belayersof darknesson the Day

them andinwhat waysthey will use
them. Allahsaid, what trandlated
means, 4| (Noah) said (tothem), “ Ask
forgivenessfromyour Lord; Verily,He
isOft-Forgiving; Hewill sendrainto
you in abundance; And giveyou
increasein wealth and children, and
bestow on you gardensand bestow on
you rivers.g[71:10-12]. Therefore,
Allahisthe OneWho providesthe
daveswithwedlth, whichisHisin
redlity. Also, Allahalsosaid, ¢Andgive
them something yourselves out of the
wealth of Allah which He hasbe-
stowed upon you.s [24:33]. All this
wealth that weenjoy originatesfrom
Allahandweareonly trusteeswho
overseehow itisspent. Allah said, what
trand ated means, ¢Believein Allah
andHisMessenger (Mohammad), and
spend of that whereof Hehasmade

others. Allah’'sexampleisalways
Mightier than theexamplewhich
involvesHisslaves. Allahowns
everything and Hereplaceswhat one
spendsin His Sake and promiseshim
with multiplying rewardsinthislifeand
intheLast Life. Hesaid, what trans-
lated means, ¢Say, “ Truly, my Lord
enlargestheprovision for whomHe
will of Hisslaves, and (also) restricts
(it) for him, and whatsoever you spend
of anything (inAllah’sCause), Hewill
replaceit. And Heisthe Best of
Providers.” [34:39].

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the
Messenger of Allah said, what trand ated
means, “ Thereisnot aday which the
slaveswitness, but two angelswill
descend (to earth). One of them will
say, ‘O Allah! Givetheonewho

of Resurrection! And avoid
Ash-Shu’ h (tightwad), for
Ash-Shu’h had destroyed
thosewho werebeforeyou. It
madethem shed each other’s
blood and violate each
other’shonor.” [Muslim].

Allah owns everything and He replaces
what one spendsin His Sake and prom-
iseshimwith multiplyingrewardsinthis
lifeandin theLast Life,

spends (inthesake of Allah) a
replacement.” Theother one
will say, ‘O Allah! Givethe
miser destruction (loss).” [Al-
Bukhari & Mudim], and,
“Moneywill never decrease
because of charity. Andfor the

Also, AbuHurayrah narrated

that the M essenger of Allah said, what
trandl ated means, “ Dust collected while
(fighting in Jihad) in the sake of Allah
will never be joined with the smoke of
Hell in thenostrils of a Muslin man.
Also, Ash-Shu’h will never coexist
with Iman in the heart of aMuslim
man.” [An-Nasaii].

How Can We Achieve Al-Jud

Therearecertainfactswhich, if
Musdlimsremember them, they will be of
tremendoushelpinachieving Al-Jud,
andthey areasfollows:

1-- AllweownisAllah's
property and domain: Inreality, all the
wealth, health, strength and positions
that weacquirebelongto Allahaone. It
isHeWhoistheMost Generouswith
Hisdavesthat Hegivesthem such
material meansand resourcesasatest
for them, to see how they will spend

you trustees. And such of you as
believeand spend (in Allah’s Cause),
theirswill beagreat reward.s [57:7].
Therefore, thedaveisonly employed as
an agent or trusteewith hiswealth. Such
agent can only spend thismoney exactly
asitsOwner wishes. Whentheslaves
know thisfact, it will beeasier for them
to spend their money inwaysthat will
please Allah, the True Owner of al
things.

2-- Allahreplaceswhat one
spendsin His Sake: Imaginethat arich
man givesyou athousand dollarsand
saystoyou, “ Spend thismoney on such
and such, and | promiseyouthat | will
replacewhat you spend, and even give
youmore.” Inthiscase, spendingthis
money will beeasy, for itisnot your
money and you are promised that this
money will bereplaced and even
multiplied. Also, onewill feel comfort
and pleasure when he spends such
money to bring about happinessto

save'sforgiving others, Allah
will onlyincrease hishonor. And
whenever oneishumblefor Allah,
then Allah will raisehim (raise his
degreeand status).” [Muslim].

WhentheMuslimremembers
that Allahwill replacewhat he spendsin
His Sake, hewill hurry to spendinthe
sakeof Allah and begenerous.

3-- PraytoAllahtohelpyou
become aJawad: Only Allah makeseasy
themattersthat aredifficult. Also,
Allahwill help Hisdaveswho seek His
Help. Thosewhose heartsaresincere
with Allah and keep asking Himfor His
Helpinbecoming generousand giving
and avoiding Al-Bukhl, they will never
berejected by Allah. AnasibnMalik
said that the Prophet usedto say, “O
Allah! | seek refugein You from Al-
Bukhl, laziness, thewor st of old age,
the punishment in thegraveand from
theFitnah (trials) of lifeand death.”

[Muslim].i
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arriageinIdamisanimpor-
IVI tant ingtitution that has deep

effectsonthe society. Mar-
riageisabond containing rightsand
dutiesthat each person, maleor female,
must preserve, protect and fulfill, for
thisisarequirement from Allah, the All-
Knowledgesble, All-Wise.

Each, the husband and wife,
have certainrightsand duties. Allah
said, what translated means, ¢And live
with them honorably.# [4:19]. Each
onemust fulfill hisor her dutiesfor the
marriageto succeed. Allahsaid, 4And
they (women) haverights (over their
husbands) similar (to those of their
husbands) over them asregardsto
what isreasonable, but men havea
degree (of responsibility) over them.$
[2:228].

Women must fulfill their duties
towardstheir husbands. Men must treat
their wivesfairly and fulfill their duties
towardsthem, aswell. A happy mar-
riageisassured if both the husband and
thewife preserve each others rights. A
marriagethat doesthe oppositeisa
miserableone.

The Sunnah of the Prophet is
full of advice onwhat bringsabout a
successful marriage. Furthermore, he
said, what trand ated means, “ Treat
women fairly. Thewoman was created

Family Gorner

/6% ls

from a croocked rib. The most bent
part of theribisthetop. If you want to
straighten it, you will break it. If you
leaveit, it will stay bent. So treat
women fairly.” [Al- Bukhari & Mus-
lim]. InthisHadith, the Prophet orders
men to befair with their wivesand to
treat them in the best manner. He
described forcing awoman to change
some of her attitudes asbreaking therib,
and breaking therib here meansdivorce.
The Prophet was seeking to protect
marriage from what may destroy it. He
said, what trand ated means, “No
Mu’min (believer) should didike his
believing wife. If he doesnot like some
of her attitudes, hewill surely like
others” [Mudim].

The Prophet advisesmen as
how to have agood marriage. Men must
ignore some of their wives mistakesand
atitudesaslong asthey arenot sins.
The Prophet acknowledgesthat chang-
ing these attitudesisdifficult. Women,
just likemen, are not perfect. Toenjoy
marriage, men must forgivethe bad
attitudes and habits, and remember the
good ones. Surely in most cases, the
good sides are more than the bad sides.
For the hushand to hate hiswife,
ignoring the good in her, meansthe
destruction of their marriage.

Many menwant their wivesto
beperfect. Thisisnot possibleto

achieve, and if men do not understand
this, then misery and depression will fill
their marriage, and thismay lead to
divorce. The Prophet advisesthe
believersto protect their marriage by
correcting theimpermissible behavior of
their wives, and not force changein
meattersthat are not sins.

Thewife hascertain dutiesand
rights. Her rightsinclude providing for
her needs of food, clothing, housing and
respect. The Prophet said, what trans-
lated means, “ They have upon you the
rightsof providing for them and
clothing, asregardsto what isreason-
able.” [At-Tirmithi]. Also, theProphet
said to aquestioner, “ Your wife srights
upon you isto feed her when you eat,
to buy her clotheswhen you buy for
yourself, not to smack her on theface,
not to curse her and not to ignore her
(if you have aproblemwith her) but in
thehouse.” [Ahmad].

Thewifehastheright to be
respected and treated fairly, and being
unjust with herisimpermissible. The
Prophet gave usthe perfect example of
how arighteous believer should treat his
wife. What men cannot control, which
are matters of the heart, must not affect
theway they treat their wives.

Thewifehasthe duty of
preserving therights of her husband.
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Allah decreed that men have agreater
degree of responsibility than women, and
that the man isthe head of hishouse-
hold. Thewifemust fulfill her duties
toward her husband, and thisincludes
obedienceinwhat ispermissible. If he
ordersher toviolatethe Allah’srules,
then she must not obey him. Allah said,
what trand ated means, ¢Men are
protectorsand maintainers of women,
because Allah has made the one of
them (men) to excel the other, and
because they spend (to support women)
fromtheir means.s [4:34].

Thewifewho believesin Allah
and fearsHim will protect her husband’'s
needs, secrets, possessions and honor.
The Messenger of Allah said, what
trandated means, “1f | wereto order
anyoneto bow down (make Sujood) for
any human, | would order thewifeto
bow down for her husband.” [At-
Tirmithi].

Thebelieving wife must fulfill
the sexual needs of her husband because
unfulfilled sexua needsrender the
marriage unworkable. The Prophet said,
what trandated means, “ | f the husband

Continued from page1 ... Editorial

(your enemies) with onetwice as
great, you say, “ From where doesthis
cometo us?” Say (tothem), “Itis
from yourselves (because of your evil
deeds).” And Allah has power over all
things.$ [3:165], and, ¢ Those of you
who turned back on the day the two
hosts met, it was Satan who caused
them to backdide (run away from the
battlefield) because of some sinsthey
had earned. But Allah, indeed, has
forgiven them. Surely, Allah is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing.¢
[3:155].

Thisincident mentioned in the
Ayah above took place during the battle
of Uhud, when some Mudimsdis-

callshiswifeto hisbed and she
refuses (to sleep with him) and he dept
whileangry with her, then theangles
will curse her till morning.” [Al-
Bukhari & Mudim].

Also, the Prophet did not allow
thewifeto engagein voluntary worship
unless her husband permits her to do so.
Thisisto ensurethat the husband enjoys
hiswifeand feelssatisfaction. The
Prophet said, what trand ated means, “ I t
isprohibited for awoman to fast
(voluntary fast) while her husbandis
present except with hispermission, or
to allow anyoneto enter hishouse
except with hispermission.” [Al-
Bukhari & Mudlim]. Thesedutiesupon
thewifewill only ensure her afulfilling
lifeand ahappy marriage.

Thebelievingwifewill enjoy
her marriage, fedl respected, and enter
Paradiseif shefollowstheordersof the
Messenger of Allah, SdlaAllahu Alayhi
Wasdllam, who said in anthentic
Hadith, what trand ated means, “ Any
woman who dieswhile her husbandis
pleased with her, will enter Paradise.”
[At-Tirmithi]. [

obeyed the Messenger of Allah and
abandoned their poststhat he had
assigned to them, thus causing their
initial victory to turninto defeat.

Therefore, it isnecessary for
the Muslim to look at matters and
events from the proper perspective, and
not to ignore the rules and ways that
Allah has established on earth. We
should also remember the Hadith of the
Prophet that states, “ Strangeisthe
matter of the believer! All hismatters
aregood: If a bounty comesto him,
heisthankful, and thisis good for
him. And if a hardship touches him,
heis patient, and thisis also good for
him.” [Muslim]. [

[0

Doyouever think, whenyou
leavehomefor work or tovisityour
friends, about your teenage son!
Your son... whoisliving throughone
of themost difficult periodsof his
life? Doyouknow what hewants
andwhat heexpectsfromyou? Have
you been ared father tohim? Or has
hebeenjust anameinabirth certifi-
cate?

Pausefor aminuteand think:
Whoaremy son'sfriends? Doeshe
havegood or bad friends? How ishe
doinginschool? Ishepassing his
classes? Ishehaving problemsthat
wouldreguiremetogoto hisschool
andtalk with histeachers? Doyou sit
andtalk withhimwithloveand
understanding? Doyoutry tomake
himfee heisamanandteachhim
how to handleresponsibility, or do
you till think of himasakidwho
doesnot know how to handleredl life
responsibilities?

Well Mr. father, bewarned!!!
Therearethosewhoawaitinthe
dark...they wait until you areaway
andthenplay theirrole... their deadly
role. They want your sontobecome
corrupt and decadent, ignorantin
Isdam anditsteachingsand val ues.

Sitdownwithyour son...
help him study, tutor him, and have
discussionswithhim. Warnhimfrom
bad associates, lethimtell youwhat is
onhismindandwhat hefeels. Don’t
get mad, don't get upset, and certainly
don'tlaughat him, ridiculehimor put
himdown.

Bewarned Mr. father...
never say he hashismother and that
isenough. Your son needsY OU
most. You arethe captain of the ship.
You arehisrolemodd... hetakes
after you. Hefollowsyour lead, so
do not forfeit thisrole by being away
from him.
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Complete Ablut

[-Ghud entail swashing the
entirebody withwater. Allah
said, what transdlated means, 41 f

you are sexually impure, purify
yourselves.s [5:6].

When is Al-Ghusl Required

1— Discharge of sperm (Al-
Mani) dueto stimulation while asleep or
awake: The Prophet said, what trans-
lated means, “ Water (Ghudl) isneeded
after gjaculation of sperm.” [Muslim].
Also, when Umm Saleem asked him,
“Doesawoman haveto perform Ghus
if shehasawet dream?’ The Prophet
replied, “ Yes, if shecan find thestain
of adischarge.” [Al-Bukhari &
Mudim].

2— After sexual intercourse:
The Prophet said, what trand ated
means, “When anyoneis between the
four limbsof her body (thewife) and
hasintercoursewith her, then Al-
Ghusl becomes obligatory on both of
them.” [Muslim & Ahmad].

3— Menstruation and the
period of bleeding after childbirth: The
Messenger of Allah saidto Fatimah bint
Abu Habish, what translated means,
“Do not pray during your period.
After it hasended, perform Ghusl and
pray.” [Al-Bukhari & Muslim].

4— Death: WhenaMudlim
dies, itisobligatory to wash hisor her
body, according to the consensus of the
Mudim Ummah.

5— A non-Muslim upon
embracing Islam: The Prophet told
Thumamah Al-Hanafi when heem-
braced Islam, “ Go to the garden of
Abu Tal’haand perform Ghusl.”

[Ahmad].
Requirements

1— Making theintentionin
the heart to distinguish Al-Ghusl asan
act of worship and not the customary
cleansing of the body.

2— Wash the entire bodly.
Allah said, what trand ated means,
%...nor when you are polluted, save
when journeying upon theroad, until
you have bathed.s [4:43].

Procedure
1— Wash handsthreetimes.
2— Wash the sexual organ.
3— Perform Wudhu.

4 — Rub water through the
hair, letting the water reach down tothe
rootsof the hair, then pour water over
the head threetimes.

5— Pour water over theentire
body, beginning with theright side,
making sureit reachesevery part.

‘Aaishah said, “Whenthe
Prophet would make Ghud after sexual
intercourse, hewould begin by washing
hishands. Hewould then pour water
from hisright hand to hisleft hand and
wash hissexual organ, perform Wudhu
ashewould for prayer, take somewater
and rub hisfingersthrough to theroots
of hishair making surethe scalp iswet
and then pour water over hishead three
timesthen over therest of hisbody.”
[Al-Bukhari & Muslim].

Notes:

1— A woman performs Al-
Ghusl as aman does, except that if she
has braided hair, she doesnot haveto
undo it, provided she makes sure that
thewater reachesthe scalp.

2— Itissufficient to perform
one Ghusl for sexual intercourseand for
Eid prayer, Friday prayer, etc., provided
one hastheintention for doing both.

3— Pouring water over the
body and making sureit reachesevery
part, issufficient for Ghud, but per-
forming it asdescribed aboveisthe
Sunnah of the Prophet. [
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Continuedfrompage3...BdittlingMistakesin ‘ Ageedah

wereworshippingthecalf. Then, he
threw themanuscript of the Torahfrom
hishands, astoni shed by what he saw
hispeopledoing, and said, aswas
mentionedintheQuran, " What an
evil thing isthat which you have done
(worshippingthecalf) during my
absence. Did you hasten and went
ahead asregard the matter of your
Lord (youleft Hisworship)?” ¢
[7:150]. Then, heheld hisbrother,
Aaron, by the beard and the hair on his
head. Hewasfuriousfor the sake of
Allahandfor thedepth of disbelief his
peoplehadfalleninto.

TheMessenger of Allahwas

never lenient withwhatever harmsthe
correct belief, whether major or minor.

Continued from page 5 ... Slandering

Ar-Rubayyii’ bintMu awwathsaid,
“TheProphet came (to my house) and
wanted to enter it after | got married. He
sat on my bedding asyou (the onewho
isnarrating thisHadith by Ar-
Rubayyii’) aresitting now. Someof our
young femal esstarted to hit the Daff
(small drums) and remember those of
our fatherswhowerekilledin (thebattle
of) Badr. Suddenly, oneof themsaid,

‘ AndwehaveaProphet who knows
what tomorrow will bring.” TheProphet
said, ' Do not say thisand keep saying
what you were saying before.”” [Al-
Bukhari]. TheMessenger of Allah
rejected that girl’ ssaying that heknows
thefuture, eventhough shewasyoung,
becauseher saying contradictsthe
correctbelief.

Also, aman said to the Prophet,
“What youand Allahwill!” The
Prophet said to him, “Do you makeme
an egual to Allah! Rather, say, ‘What
Allah alonewills.”” [Ahmad & ibn
Majah]. This, indeed, istherighteous
way of the Prophet, the companions, our
righteousancestorsof later generations
and thescholarsof Islam throughout the
centuries.

Nextmonth, Allahwilling, we
will further detail themanner with
whichthescholarsof ISsamhave
opposed, rejected and exposed mistakes
in* Ageedah. Wewill alsoemphasize
theimportanceof ‘ Ageedahinuniting
theMuslim Ummah and then preserving
andprotectingthisunity. [

Continued from page 9 ... As-Salaf & | nnovators

6— Praying to Allah that He
leads the scholarsto what is righteous
and to acquire the good and beneficia
knowledge. We should also pray to
Him that He helpsthem avoid faling
into errors and sins and that He covers
their secrets and mistakes.

7— Advising the scholarsif
they fall into errors and reminding them
if they forget, in amanner that suites
their status and grade.

8— Excusing themiif they
make mistakes, for they are human
beings after al and not immune from
making mistakes or falling into error.

9— Thinking good about them
and avoiding suspicionswhendealing
withthem, becausethey aremore
knowledgeabl eand have better under-
standing inthe Quran and Sunnah.

We ask Allah that He guards
the scholars of the Ummah, preserve
their honor and reputation and keep
them on the righteous path. i

Messenger’sway (commandments)
beware, lest someFitnah befall them
or apainful torment beinflicted on
them.$[24:63]. What aFitnahitisin
that youwerepreferredwitharighteous
act that the M essenger wasnot preferred
with.” [Abu Shamah].

Ahlu As-Sunnah & Ahlu Al-
Bid’ah

Theway of As-Salaf inrgjecting
Bid’ ahsisderivedfromtheQuranand
Sunnah. Thisisthemost outspokenway.
AhluAs-SunnahmentiontheBid' ahs
andthey, then, invalidatethem. They
takeasevidencetheQuranandthe
Sunnahto provethat the Sunnah must be
implemented and theBid' ahsbe
shunned. They wrotemany booksto
refutethemisguided beliefsof the
Shiites, Khawarij, Jahmiyyah,
Mu'tazilahandtheAshai’ rah. Imam
Ahmadwroteabook about the
Jahmiyah. Others, likeAl-Darimi, wrote
about Bid' ahs. IbnTaymiyyah, ibnAl-

Qayyimandibn Abdil-Wahhaba so
wroteabout Bid' ahs, theQuburiyyah
(graverevering) and a so about Sufism.
Therearemany booksthat specializein
refutingtheBid ahslikeAl-I’tisam by
Imam Al-Shatibi, Minhaj As-Sunnah
andalargepartof Igtidhaa’ As-Sirat Al-
Mustageemby ibn Taymiyyah, Inkar Al-
Hawadith by ibnWaddah'’, Al-
‘HawadithWaAl-Bidaa by Al-
Tartooshi, and Al-Ba’ith Al-Hathith by
Abu Shamah.

Many contemporary writers
refuted Bid' ahstoo. Of thosewriters,
Ali Mah' futhwroteAl-lbdaa’ , As-
Sunanwaswritten by Al-Shuqairi, and
SheikhBinBaz, may Allahbestow His
Mercy uponhim, wrote Al-Tah'thir
MinaAl-Bidaa . Many scholarsaredtill
rejectingandrefutingtheBid’ ahs
through newspapers, magazines, radio
programs, Friday speeches, lecturesand
lessons. Thiseffort hasagreatimpact
onMuslimsinthat it makesthemaware
of Bid’ ahsand opposethosewho
committhem.i
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Our Olyjectives

. To project aclear image of the religion of 1slam in accor-
dance with the Quran and Sunnah asunderstood by as-Salaf as-Saleh
(pious predecessors).

. Towarn Musdlimsagainst all typesof Shirk (Polytheism) and
Bidah (innovation) related to religion, and against the sacrileges,
the fabricated weak Hadith (Prophetic traditions) which mar the
beauty of Islam.

. To oppose and refute the advent tenets and ideol ogies such
asatheism, communism and sectarianism.

. To cooperate with Sunni Muslim organizations to achieve
the above objectives.

. To propagate |slam amongst non-Muslims.

Join Ud!

P ease verify your correct nameand
addressonthemailing label. If itis
incorrect, mail or fax thispagewith
corrections, or send usemail. If you
know of someonewho might be
interested in receiving acomplementary
issue of TheMuslimCreed, please mail or
fax theformto us, or send usemail.
We'll seethat they get acopy.
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