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# Editorial

It isthe obligation of every person to thank his Lord and Creator for the
countless blessings and bounties He has bestowed upon him. One aspect of this
appreciation isfor the slave to acknowledge these bounties and comprehend
Allah’sfavor upon him. Allah’s bounties and signs are countless, and the slave
encountersthem every hour of every day. If the slavewould only contemplate
these bounties and acquire correct and beneficial knowledge, hisfaithin hisLord
will certainly increase and he will cometo appreciate the generosity of Allah
towards him. However, in this day and age where wealth and possessions are
everything, most people neglect thisduty and become unappreciative of Allah’s
gifts. No valueisascribed for the succession of day and night, and the whole
universe with its countless signs and indicators to Allah’s bounties and favor
have become unnoticeable and anormal everyday occurrence. A day would pass
followed by night, the sun would rise and set followed by the moon and the stars,
and only few ponder upon this universe and comprehend its magnificence and
what it entails of Allah’s Might and Generosity. All thisisdue to the people
overstepping Allah’s set limits and al so to forgetfulness and lack of attention.

On the other hand, the sincere Muslim remembersthis at all times, always
pondering upon Allah’s creations and bounties.

Does anyone ever think of aday where the sun does not rise or
set? How about aday that isall daylight or darkness? If people would think
about this, then they would appreciate this major bounty that Allah has given
and which istaken for granted by most. For thisreason, Allah said, what
translated means, €Say (O Mohammad), “ Tell me! If Allah made night con-
tinuous for you till the Day of Resurrection, who is an llah (a god) besides
Allah who could bring you light? Will you not then hear?” Say (O Moham-
mad), “ Tell me! If Allah made day continuous for you till the Day of Resur-
rection, who is an Ilah (agod) besides Allah who could bring you night
wherein you rest? Will you not then see?” It isout of His Mercy that He has
put for you night and day, that you may rest therein (i.e. during the night) and
that you may seek of His Bounty (i.e. during the day), and in order that you
may be grateful .3 [28: 71-73]. If darkness would last the entire day, then this
would harm people and bring boredom and despair to them. Similarly, if
daylight would last the entire day, then thiswould exhaust people by draining
their energy. However, it was Allah’sendless mercy and ultimate favor that He
has given His creation a dark night to rest and relax and a bright day to work
and strive.

... continued on page 3
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subject of the punishment or

joy inthe grave, we mentioned
several Hadithsthat detail the fate of
the believer and the disbeliever upon
their death. We also stated that
believinginthe Last Day andin
Predestination are among the six pillars
of Iman. We will now, Allah willing,
continue with the Hadith of the
Prophet, SallaAllahu Alayhi Wasal-
lam, that mention the fate of the Kafir
upon his death from thetime his soul is
captured by the angel of death until he
startsreceiving the punishment in the
gravethat he deserves.

I n the previous article on the

The Prophet, SallaAllahu
Alayhi Wasallam, said, what translated
means, “ And when the Kafir (disbe-
lieving) slaveisreaching the end of his
term in the Dunya and the beginning of
histerm in the Akhirah, there will
descend onto him from heavenfierce,
harsh angelswith dark faces. They will
bring with them aMasu'h (aMasu’ his
apiece of thick, hard cloth made from
animal hides) from the Fire, and will
sit as far from him as the sight reaches.
Then the angel of death will come and
will sit right next to his head, saying,
‘O Khabith (impure, evil, sinner, etc.)
soul! Depart (your body) to an anger
from Allah and awrath.” The soul will
scatter in his body, and the angel of
death will seizeit (with such force),
just as the Suffud (a branch of thorns),

The Joy, or Torture
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which has many thorns, isremoved
from wet wool, that the veins and the
nerveswill be torn out with the soul.
Then, every angel between the heaven
and earth, and every angel in heaven
will curse him. Also, the doors of
heaven will be closed shut in hisface,
and the people (or keepers) of every
door will pray to Allah that hissoul is
not ascended through their side (door).
When the angel of death seizesthe
soul, they (the group of angels) will not
let it stay in his hand for more than an
instance, and they will wrap it in that
Masu’ h, whilethe most stinking smell
that can ever exist on earth will emit
fromit.

They will then ascend it
(towards heaven), and whenever they
pass by a group of angels, they will
ask, ‘Whose is this Khabith soul —
calling him by the worst names he was

(2/3)

through the eye of the needle (which
isimpossible).$ [7:40]. Then Allah
will say, ‘List himin Sijjin (§And
what will make you know what Sijjin
is? A Register inscribed.) in the
lowest earth.” Allah will then say, ‘ For
| have promised them that, € Thereof
(the earth) We created you, and into it
We shall return you, and from it We
shall bring you out once again.
[20:55].

Theimpure soul will then be
thrown from heaven (until it joinsits
body), ¢ And whoever assigns part-
nersto Allah, itisasif he had fallen
from the sky, and the birds had
snatched him, or thewind had
thrown him to a far off place.$
[22:31]. His soul will be returned to his
body, and he will hear the sounds of
his people sslipperswhilethey are
leaving him. Then, two threatening

knownforin

?ﬁ;‘&a—? The Kafir will then find Héllfire's
group of heat and Samum (fierce hot wind),
angelswho . . . .
aeascending ~ and hisgrave will be reduced in size,
the disbeliev- b

ing or wicked until his bones cross each other.

soul) will ask

that the door of heaven is opened for
him, and their request will be denied,
4For them the gates of heaven will
not be opened, and they will not enter
Paradise until the camel goes

angel swill admonish him and will
make him sit up, saying, ‘Who isyour
Lord? Hewill say, ‘Huh, huh! | do not
know.” They will say, ‘What isyour
religion? Hewill say, ‘Huh, huh! | do
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not know.” They will then say, ‘What
do you say about this man (Prophet
Mohammad) who was sent to you? He
will not be ableto recognize (or
remember) hisname. Hewill betold,
‘Mohammad!” He will then say, ‘Huh,
huh! I do not know, | heard people
saying that (M ohammad isthe M essen-
ger of Allah).” Hewill betold, ‘May
you ever beignorant.” Then Allah will
herald from heaven, ‘He has said the
lie, so furnish him from the Fire and
open adoor for himtothe Fire” The
Kafir will then find its heat and
Samum (fierce hot wind), and hisgrave
will bereduced in size, until hisbones
cross each other.

Then, aman with an ugly face,
wearing ugly clothesand with a
stinking smell emitting from himwill
cometo him, saying, ‘ Receivethe glad
tidingswith that which will displease
you! Thisisthe Day that you have
been promised.” Hewill say, ‘ And you,
may Allah convey to you the newswith

Continued from page 1 ... Editorial

Thisisacall to all Muslimsto
think about Allah’ sblessingsand
bountiesthat are neglected and taken
for granted, except by the few thankful
and sincereslaves. When Allah
revealed thefollowing Ayah, §Verily!
In the creation of the heavens and
the earth, and in the alternation of
night and day, there are indeed signs
for men of understanding. Those
who remember Allah (always, andin
prayers) standing, sitting, and lying
down on their sides, and think deeply
about the creation of the heavens and
the earth, (saying), “ Our Lord! You
have not created (all) this without
purposg, glory to You! (Exalted be
Y ou above all that they associate with
Y ou as partners). Give us salvation
from the torment of the Fire.$

al that which isevil, who are you, for
yours isthe face that brings about
evil? Hewill say, ‘1 am your evil
works. By Allah, asmuch as| have
known you, you were alwayslazy with
regardsto Allah’ s obedience, while
hurrying to that whichisin Allah’s
disobedience. Therefore, may Allah
reward you with evil.’

Then, ablind, deaf and mute
creature will be assigned to him,
holding ahammer in hishand, if he
strikes amountain with it, it will
reduceit to dust. He will strike him
oncewithit, and he will be reduced to
sand. Then, Allah will recreate him the
way hewas. Then the creature will
strike him again, and he will scream so
loud, that it will be heard by everything
except Ath-Thagalayn (mankind and
the Jinn). Then, adoor will be opened
for him to the Fire, and he will be
furnished from the Fire. Then, he will
say, ‘O my Lord! Do not commence
the Hour!"” [Ahmad, Abu Dawood &
An-Nasaii]. [

[3:190-191], the Prophet said, what
translated means, “Woe unto him who
recites these verses but does not
contemplate and ponder upon their
meanings.”

Muslimsneed to take notice of
thesefactsand remember the magnifi-
cenceand greatnessof their Lord and
Creator. Thisisneeded now morethan
ever, at atimewhenearning aliving
and material possessionsoccupy most
of the peopl €’ sthoughtsand worries.
Inorder for theMuslimto strengthen
hisfaith, he hasto seek the means of
approachto hisLord and know Him,
andtofulfill hisdutiestowardsHim,
that isto worship Him without partners
or equals. Would anyone heedthiscall
and act upon it?!

Acts of Shirk

ctsof Greater Shirk that nul-
A lifiesone’'slslamincludethe
following: Bowing or pros-
trating to aliving or dead person;
vowing to anyone other than Allah,
like graves of the righteous; slaugh-
teringofferedtotherighteous, treesor
springs; circumambul ating around
the grave of a prophet or righteous
person, likethegraveof theM essen-
ger,AliibnAbi Taib,Al-Husayn, Al-
Hasan, Ali ibn Musa Ar-Ridha,
Abdul-Qadir Al-Jilani, Al-Badawi,
Ar-Rifa'i or others; and seeking help
fromother thanAllah duringtimesof
hardship, by saying, “ O Messenger of
Allah! Saveme!”, “O Messenger of
Allah! Dispd frommetheseworries’,
“Help me! O *Abdul-Qadir Al-
Jilani!”

Alsoactsof Shirk are: Seek-
ing helpfromother thanAllahinmat-
tersnoneiscapableof performing ex-
cept He, suchasseeking recuperation
fromanillness, whether for one' sself
orfor others; thereturn of aloved one;
to provide one with achild or suste-
nance; todispel hardship orworry; or
similar matters which lie not in the
ability of acreated being to perform.

Whoever performs any of
theabove actsisaMushrik commit-
ting Greater Shirk and guilty of wor-
shipping other thanAllah. Allahwill
not forgivesuchapersonunlesshere-
pents, asevidenced by the Statement
of Allah, Exalted be He, € Verily Al-
lahforgivesnot (thesinof) settingup
rivalsin worship with Him, but He
forgives other (sins) than that, to
whom He pleases.y [4: 48].

Asfor seekingaidinmatters
aliving created being is capable of
performing, like seeking someone's
aid in resolving a need or to rescue
youfromdrowning, burning or other
thanthat, thereisnoharmindoing so
and are not Shirk.

The Muslim Creed

August 2002 Vol. 10 No. 8




Feature Article

Following the Paths
of Misguidance

of all religionsand ideol ogies

think that their own religion or
ideology isthetruefaith, although
some of them, some Christiansfor
example, might sometimes have
reservations and doubts about their
own religion. Inaddition, it isafact
that followers of variousreligionsand
faithsalso believethat all other
religions and ideol ogies are erroneous
and false.

I tisafact of life that followers

Allah hasinformed usin His
Book that both the Jews and Christians
believethat they alone are on the true
religion, and that everyoneelseison
the path of misguidance. He said,
what translated means, ¢And they say,
“None shall enter Paradise unless he
be a Jew or a Christian.” These are
their own desires. Say (O Moham-
mad), “ Produce your proof if you are
truthful.” Yes, but whoever submits
hisface (himself) to Allah (follows
Allah’sReligion of Islamic Monothe-
ism) and heisa Mu’hsin (good-doer)
then hisreward iswith his Lord
(Allah), on such shall be no fear, nor
shall they grieve. [2:111-112]. In
thisAyah, Allah refutesthefalse claim
of the Jews and Christians and chal-
lengesthem to proveitsvalidity. Allah
also states that the Jews and Christians
will never accept or be pleased with the
Muslimsuntil they follow their reli-
gion, and then warnswhoever imitates

and followsthem in thereligion of His
wrath and severe torment. He said,
what translated means, ¢Never will
the Jews nor the Christians be
pleased with you (O Mohammad) till
you follow their religion. Say, “ Ver-
ily, the Guidance of Allah (Islamic
Monotheism) that isthe (only) Guid-
ance.” Andif you (O Mohammad)
were to follow their (Jews and Chris-
tians) desires after what you have
received of Knowledge (the Quran),
then you would have against Allah
neither any Wali (protector or guard-
ian) nor any helper.$ [2:120].

(traditions, ways) of those before you,
little by little, that if they enter a
Dhabb's (adesert lizard) den, you will
follow themintoit.” The companions
asked, “ The Jews and Christians?’ He
said, “Who else?” [Al-Bukhari &
Mudlim].

These facts become even more
serious and daunting when werealize
that there are many so-called I slamists
or scholarswho imitate the Kuffar.
Such people even go to such extents as
compromising some of the rulings of
thereligion for the sake of Da wah,
they falsely claim, or to appear as

Itis
acausefor i
SOFrow to All Muslims should be aware of the danger
witnessthat that lies in refusing and belittling the
many Mus- Prophet’s Sunnah. They are also required
limsnowar to avoid imitating those whom Allah is an-
dayshave gry with, the arrogant, disbelieving Jews.
forgottena
large part of

Islam. Many of them have even driven
themselvesfar away from Islam, thus
qualifying themselvesto beincluded in
the meaning of the Ayah, ¢And if you
were to follow their (Jews and Chris-
tians) desires after what you have
received of Knowledge, then you
would have against Allah neither any
Wali nor any helper.$ [2:120]. This
fact only provesthe prophecy that the
Messenger of Allah hasforetold long
ago, “You will follow the Sanan

moderates or pragmatistsin the
Kuffar’seyes. Thisisthe result of
confusion and not being firmin
following the Sunnah of the M essenger
of Allah, SallaAllahu Alayhi Wasal-
lam. Adding to thisconfusionisthe
attitude that many of these peopletake
when reminded with a Hadith of the
Messenger of Allah, often responding
by saying, “ Thisisapreferred act!”
although the Hadith in discussion may
contain an obligation!
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We must state here that not
being firminthereligionisasign of
weak Iman, for the Messenger of
Allah, SallaAllahu Alayhi Wasallam,
said, what translated means, “ Thereis
amorsel of flesh in the body that if it
isrighteous, then the entire body
becomes righteous, and if it is evil,
then the entire body becomes evil,
and that isthe heart.” [Al-Bukhari &
Muslim]. ThisHadith statesthat the
outward appearance is an indicator of
the true reality of the heart as being
righteousor evil. Therefore, when one
rejects and defies the Sunnah of the
Prophet outwardly, he has no right to
say that heisafollower of the Sunnah,
because his outward attitude indicates
otherwise. Allah said, what translated
means, €O you who believe! Obey
Allah and obey the Messenger
(Mohammad).$ [4:59]. Furthermore,
the Prophet said, “All of my Ummah
will enter Paradise except those who
refuse.” The companionssaid, “Who
would refuse, O Messenger of Allah?”’
He said, “Whoever obeys me will
enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys
me will haverefused.” Hence, how
can those who defy the Prophet claim
that they love him and that they follow
his Sunnah?

Wewill not be exaggerating if
we say that many Muslimsin the
present timeimitate the way the Jews
treated Prophet M oses, who was sent
to them as aMessenger from Allah and
who was aided by the magnificent
miraclesthat Allah gavehim. The
Jews were arrogant and had the evil
habits of disobeying and defying the
M essenger who was sent to them.
When Moses ordered them to slaughter
acow, they said, €“ Do you make fun
of us?” Hesaid, “I take Allah’s
Refuge from being among Al-
Jahileen (theignorant or the
foolish).” § [2:67]. Thiswasasurpris-
ingly arrogant and foolish question
from the Jewsto their Prophet whom
Allah has aided with the various
miraclesthat they witnessed with their
Oown eyes.

Then, the Quran continues,
4They said, “ Call upon your Lord for
usthat He may make plain to us
what it is!” He said, “He says,
‘Verily, it isa cow neither too old nor
too young, but (it is) between the two
conditions’, so do what you are
commanded.” They said, “ Call upon
your Lord for usto make plain to us
itscolor.” Hesaid, “He says, ‘Itisa
yellow cow, bright in its color,
pleasing to the beholders.”” They
said, “ Call upon your Lord for usto
make plain to uswhat it is. Verily to
usall cows are alike, and surely, if
Allah wills, we will be guided.” He
(Moses) said, “He says, ‘It isacow
neither trained to till the soil nor
water the fields, sound, having no
other color except bright yellow.’”
They said, “ Now you have brought
thetruth.” $[68:71]. Hence, the Jews
made this matter difficult for them-
selves by their frequent questions until,
4So they slaughtered it though they
were near to not doing it.$ [2:71].
These Ayat from Surat Al-Bagarah
indicatethe

the surface of Islam and are nonessen-
tial. They also usetheir minds and
silly logic, just asthe Jews before them
did regarding both their prophets and
Allah’s Commands. They forget that
Allah has said, what translated means,
€Nor does he speak of (hisown)
desire. Itisonly an Inspiration that is
inspired.$ [53:3-4].

The companions of the Mes-
senger of Allah never questioned the
Prophet about the wisdom behind
Allah’sCommandments. Rather, when
they would hear the Messenger’s
command, they would only say, ¢We
hear, and we obey. (We seek) Your
Forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is
thereturn (of all). [2:285]. Onthe
other hand, many Muslimsinthe
present time argue against and openly
defy the Sunnah, treating the Prophet
the same way the Jewstreated Prophet
Moses. Allah warns such people that
they risk annulling their Islam, €Or do
you want to ask your Messenger
(Mohammad) as Musa (M oses) was

importance of . .

following and When one rejects and defies the Sun_nah
obeying the of the Prophet (_Jutwardly, he has no right
Messengersof ~ to say that he is a follower of the Sun-
ﬁ”staht-hAt nah, because his outward attitude indi-
Irst, the .

command that cates otherwise.

Moses

conveyed to the Jews was easy for asked before (i.e. show us openly our

them, to slaughter a cow, any cow.

But because of their defiant nature,
they kept asking questions about the
specifications of the cow, and Allah
kept making it more difficult for them
by demanding a more specific cow that
was hard to find and expensive to
acquire.

The attitude and conduct of the
Jews with their prophet issimilar to the
attitude that many Muslimsin the
present time take regarding the Sunnah
of Prophet Mohammad, SallaAllahu
Alayhi Wasallam. Such Muslims often
ignore and belittle the Sunnahs,
claiming that these Sunnahs only touch

Lord?) And he who changes Faith for
disbelief, verily, he has gone astray
from the right way.$ [2:108].

All Muslims should be aware
of the danger that liesin refusing and
belittling the Prophet’ s Sunnah. They
are also required to avoid imitating
those whom Allah isangry with, the
arrogant, disbelieving Jews. All
Muslims should also acquire adequate
knowledgein the honorabl e status and
the high grade of the Prophet whom
Allah sent to them, who had stated
that, “By Allah, if Musa were to be
alive today, he would have no choice
but to follow me.” [Ahmad]. i
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T hereisadangerousideathat
hasbeen circulating among
Muslimstoday concerning the
companions of the Prophet. Thisidea
isthat we are not obligated to follow
their opinionsand understanding. They
say, “Aren’t we men like them?”
Meaning they havetheability to
understand the Texts of the Quran and
Sunnah just asthe companions of the
Prophet did, and thusthereisno need
torely onthe understanding of the
companions. Thisdangerousideamay
bevalid only if the opinion of acom-
panion contradictsthe Quran or the
Sunnah. If, by spreading thisidea, one
claimstheinvalidity of the opinionsof
the companionsinall cases, thenthisis
amisguided and sinful way.

Thegreat scholars of Ilam
have taught usto takeinto great care
and consideration the opinionsand
ways of the Prophet’ scompanions.
Following are some of what the Sal af
(righteous ancestors) said about the
Prophet’ scompanions, may Allah be
pleased withthem all:

1— Al-Hassan Al-Basri said,
“The companions had the most clean
heartsand the deepest knowledge. They
werethe most uncomplicated (inthe
way they sought and practiced their
knowledge). Allah haschosenthemto
be companionsto Hismost bel oved
Prophet. Therefore, try toimitate their

Salafi Concepts

The Way Of The Companions...
A Light And Guidance

waysand behavior, for they are, by the
Lord of the Kaa bah (Allah), truly on
theright path.”

2— Imam Al-Awzaii said,
“Knowledgeiswhat wereceived from
the companions, anything elseisnot
Knowledge.”

3 — Huthaifah, may Allah be
pleased with him, said, “ O readers of
the Quran, fear Allah and follow those
beforeyou (your righteous ancestors). |
swear, if you do that, you will indeed

5— Abdullahibn Mas ood,
may Allah be pleased with him, said,
“Whoever amongst you needsto take
an example, he should take the com-
panions as an example. They had the
most clean hearts, the deepest knowl-
edge, the simplest and most righteous
way, and they werethe best of genera-
tions (among all Muslims). Allah has
chosen them to accompany HisMes-
senger and to establish thereligion.
Know their rights upon you and follow
their ways. Truly, they wereon the
right path.”

berighteous.

I you do ot The great scholars of |lam have taught us

follow them, to take int t d iderati

then it istotal 0 take into great care and consideration

misguidance.” the opinions and ways of the Prophet’s
companions, may Allah be pleased with

4= themall.
Umar bin

Abdil-Aziz, may Allah be pleased with
him, said, “The Messenger of Allah
and therighteous Caliphs after him
established the Sunnah. Following
their Sunnahisbelievinginthe Book of
Allah, perfection of thereligion, and a
sourceto strengthen thefaith. Whoever
followsitistruly righteousand victori-
ousif he seeksvictory withit. Whoever
rejectsit will be choosing apath other
thanthebelievers' path. For those,
Allahwill grant them their chosen (and
misguided) path and then they will taste
theFire: What an evil destination
indeed.”

6 — Imam |bn Rajab Al-
Hanbali said, “Whoever doesnot
depend on the companionsfor knowl-
edgewill missguidanceand gain
misguidance. Knowing their ways
requirescareful studying and rejecting
what they did not say. Gaining this
knowledge also needs careful studying
of the chain of narrators, accepting
only true narration. Whoever doesnot
do thisdoes not trust hisrighteous
ancestors. Truly misguided arethe ones
who mistrust our righteous ancestors
and do not know what istrue or fake of
the narrations attributed to them.”

The Muslim Creed
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Last but not least, we mention
an authentic Hadith of the Prophet. He
said, what translated means, “My
nation will divideinto seventy three
groups, all of them will bein Hell
except one.” The companions asked,
“Which group (do you mean) O,
Messenger of Allah?’ Hereplied,
“Whoever followswhat | and my
companionsarefollowing.” [At-
Tirmithi]. [

Blind Following

lind Tagleed for the Imams

B did not only lessen the sta-
tus of the Sunnah with the
Muslims, but al so divided theranks

of the Ummah and created enmity
and hatred between them.

Followers of the various
Mathahib fought and still fight with
each other in the Masgjid and else-
where about things that Allah has
not legislated, suchasthefal seprac-
tice of praying only behind those
whofollow their own Mathhab, and
thisled to erecting four podiumsin
Makkahyearsago, sothat followers
of each Mathhab could pray behind
members of their Mathhab! Later
onin Makkah, these podiumswere
removed by thegovernment andthe
peoplestartedtoall pray behind one
Imam (the leader of the prayer).

Until thepresenttime, many
Masgjid in the Muslim World are
knowntofollow acertain Mathhab,
andthelmamsintheseMasgjidonly
follow the Mathhab of the people
who control the Magjid. Conse-
quently, Muslims busy themselves
seeking knowledge in the various
opinionsandteachingsof their Math-
hab, rather than seeking knowledge
in the Sunnah.

No man has two hearts in
his chest, so he either fills his heart
with the Sunnah or with something
dse.

Salafis & the Four imams

and scholars, including the four Imams. It also obliges Muslimsto

follow the Imams and scholars with knowledge, not by using Taglid
(blind following). Thefour Imamsare, indeed, our masters and our Salaf for
whomtheM essenger hastestifiedtotheir righteousness. Thefour Imamswere
alsotruefollowersof As-Salaf As-Salih. They taught ushow tounderstandthe
Texts from the Quran and Sunnah and how to apply them in our lives. They
havealso prohibited Taglid. Indeed, thosewho follow the Texts of the Quran
and Sunnah andrefrainfromblindfollowing of thelmamsarethetruefollowers
of the Four Imams.

I slam obligesall Muslimsto love and respect all the respected |mams

Thecall that weemphasize, that isfollowing the Quran and Sunnah as
understood by the companions, and abandoning Taglid, iswhat ISlam is al
about. Taglid, on the other hand, is not an Islamic practice, for there is no
evidenceto itsvalidity from the Quran or the Sunnah, or even what the com-
panions and the scholars of 1slam have said. Even sound mindsreject Taglid,
aswell. When werealizethat the four Imamswere also fighting Taglid, then
whatislefttosay after this? Also, whenMuslimsrealizetheharmful effect that
Taglid had and still hason Muslims, they will beencouragedto abandonit and
follow the proof and the truth, Allah willing.

The Rewards for Da'wah

and honorabl e jobs, and also carries one of the greatest rewardsfrom

Allah, becauseit leadsto mankind accepting Allah’s Religion and
submitting to Himin Islam. The Messenger of Allah saidto Ali bin Abi Talib
during the battle of Khaybar, “Carry on until you camp closetotheir (people
of Khaybar’s) area, then call them to | slam. Also, inform them of therights
that Allah hason themin Islam. By Allah! If Allah guides one man on your
hand (toIslam), itisbetter for you than if you own red camels.” [Al-Bukhari,
Muslim& Ahmad]. Red camel swerethemost preciouscamelstoArabsduring
thetime of the Prophet. Inanother narration for thisHadith, the Messenger of
Allahsaid, “...Itisbetter for youthan all thatthesun hasrisen on.” Thisgreat
reward, whichisbetter thanthisworldand all what isinit, istherewardfor per-
forming Da wahtoAllah. Da wahisal sothebest speechthat anyonecandeliver,
§Andwhoisbetter in speech than hewho (says, “My LordisAllah”, and then
actsupon Hisorder, and) invites(men) toAllah and doesrighteousdeeds, and
says, “1 am one of the Muslims.” § [41:33].

D elivering and conveying the Islamic Da wah is one of the most noble

Muslimsareencouragedto seek thegreat reward and bounty fromAllah
that they will acquire, Allahwilling, whenever Allah guidesany persontolslam
because of them. Asthe number of new Muslims grows, so doesthe reward.
The Messenger of Allah said, “He who calls unto a guidance, will gain as
much rewardastherewardsof thosewhoadheretohiscall, without decreas-
ing from their reward. He who calls unto misguidance, will carry as much
burden asthat carried by thosewhofollow hiscall, without decreasing from
their burden.” [Muslim & Ahmad]. These Hadiths stress the importance of
Da wahtoAllah, thejob entrusted to the best of all mankind, the Prophetsand
Messengersof Allah.
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(1/2)

Itisthe Mercy of Allah with
I His slavesthat He has opened
many doorsfor them to

acquire Al-Khayr --all that is good and
righteous-- that will direct and guide
them to draw closer to Him. Certainly,
the varioustypes of the good deeds,
whether obligatory, voluntary or
encouraged acts, are major means
leading to Allah’sMercy and Kind-
ness. We must note here that when we
say “good deed,” we specifically mean
acertain act of worship that combines
two conditions: first, being performed
for the sake of Allah alone. Second,
the act must be performed in accor-
dance with the Sunnah and the guid-
ance of the Messenger of Allah, Salla
Allahu Alayhi Wasallam. Otherwise,
the deed will neither be good nor
accepted. Allah said, what transl ated
means, ¢So whoever hopes for the
Meeting with his Lord, let him work
righteousness and associate none as
a partner in the worship of his
Lord.”$ [18:110].

When the deed combinesthese
two conditions, thus being described as
“sincereand righteous,” it will guide
the slaveto acquire Allah’ s pleasure
and being entered into Paradise. He
said, what translated means, 4 Thisis
the Paradise which you have been
made to inherit because of your deeds
which you used to do (in the life of the
world).$ [43:72], meaning on account
of your good deeds. The prize that

The Good Deed

Spotlers of

the

Allah awardsto the believersisfar
superior than the good deeds that they
will ever be ableto perform. The good
deeds are merely an apparent reason
behind entering Paradise. Thereal
reasonisAllah’s accepting these good
deedsthat qualify Hisrighteous daves
to be entered into Paradise with His
infinite Mercy. Thisishow aperson
enters Paradise, €Say, “ In the Bounty
of Allah, andin HisMercy (i.e. ISsam
and the Quran); therein let them
rejoice.” That is better than what (the
wealth) they amass.$ [10:58]. Also,
the Messenger of Allah said, “Know
that none among you will enter
Paradise on account of his (good)
deedsonly.” The companions asked,
“Not even you, O Messenger of
Allah?’ Hesaid, “Not even |, except
that Allah bestows on me His Mercy
and Favor.”

Deeds

lated means, ¢And the weighing on
that day (Day of Resurrection) will be
thetrue (weighing). So asfor those
whose scale (of good deeds) will be
heavy, they will be the successful (by
entering Paradise). And asfor those
whose scale will belight, they are
those who will lose their ownselves
(by entering Hell) because they denied
and rejected Our Ayat (proofs,
evidences, verses, lessons, signs,
revelations, etc.).$ [7:8-9]. The Scales
that will be brought forward on the
Day of Resurrection will be used to
weigh the people and their respective
deeds. The Messenger of Allah said,
“The big, fat (evil) man will be
brought forward, but will not weigh
more than a mosquito with Allah!”
[Al-Bukhari & Muslim]. Thisiswhy
itisimperative that Muslims preserve

e mem Theslave may spend a lifetime wor-
shipping Allah, yet, he may discover

good de;jze that on t_he Da_y of QUdgment that his

that the deeds will be in vain and destroyed,

Musiim and hence of no benefit to him.

performsare

acts of

worship that he keeps preserved for
Allah until hemeetsHim. These
righteous deedswill continueto be
collected in the slave’ sBook of
Records, making his scale of good
deeds heavier the more he performs
good deeds. Allah said, what trans-

theintegrity of their good deedsfrom
being annulled or rejected. Thedave
may spend alifetimeworshipping
Allah, yet, he may discover that on the
Day of Judgment that his deedswill be
invain and destroyed, and hence of no
benefit to him. He may find what he
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did not count on or expect, ¢And there
will become apparent to them from
Allah, what they had not been
reckoning. And the evils of that
which they earned will become
apparent to them, and they will be
encircled by that which they used to
mock at!$ [39:47-48]. The Muslimis
required to acquire knowledgein what
may render hisrighteous deeds null
and void, thus preventing him from
reaping the benefits.

Wewill now detail some of the
spoilersthat will corrupt and destroy
the Muslim’ sgood deeds, either
partialy or totally:

who swearsthat | will not forgive
such and such person? Well, | have
forgiven him and have nullified your
deeds.” [Muslim].

4 — Raising the voice above
the voice of the Messenger of Allah:
Allah the Exalted said, what translated
means, €O you who believel Raise
not your voices above the voice of the
Prophet, nor speak aloud to himin
talk as you speak aloud to one
another, lest your deeds may be
rendered fruitless while you perceive
not.y [49:2]. The scholars agree that
the honor of the Messenger of Allahis
preserved after his death, just aswhen

hewasdlive.
When oneis offered the saying of ~ [hismeans
. that when
the Messenger of Allah, heis not oneisoffered
allowed to dispute his commands, thesaying of
. . . theMessen-
or to refer it to his own logic and ger of Allah,
limited mind, etc. glellsnot
owedto

1—Reverting from Idam to
Kufr: Allah said, what translated
means, ¢And whosoever of you turns
back from hisreligion and diesas a
disbeliever, then his deeds will be lost
in thislife and in the Hereafter, and
they will be the dwellers of the Fire.
They will abide therein forever.y
[2:217].

2 —Hypocrisy, which entails
hiding Kufr and pretending to be
Muslim: Allah said about the hypo-
crites, what translated means, §That is
because they followed that which
angered Allah, and hated that which
pleased Him. So He made their deeds
fruitless.y [47:28].

3 — Swearing that Allah will or
will not do acertain thing, a clear type
of saying about Allah what one does
not know: Jundub narrated that the
Messenger of Allah said that aman
said, “By Allah! Allahwill not forgive
such and such person.” And that Allah
said in response, “Who isthat person

dispute hiscommands, or to refer it to
hisown logic and limited mind, etc.

5—Transgressing against the
rightsof other Muslims: The M essenger
of Allah said, “ Do you know who the
bankrupt person is?” Thecompanions
replied, “ The bankrupt personto usis
hewho doesnot haveaDirahm (a
currency), or possessions.” Hesaid,
“The bankrupt from among my
Nation ishewho bringsforward
prayer, fasting and Zakat (all types of
righteous, good deeds) on the Day of
Resurrection. Yet, he comes after
having cursed this person, falsely
accused that person, illegally acquired
themoney of that person, shed the
blood of that person, and stroked that
person. So this person will be awarded
some of hisgood deeds, and that
person (will aso beawarded some) of
his good deed. When hisgood deeds
expirebeforehehaspaid hisdues,
some of their sinswill beremoved
fromtheir recordsand added to his
(book of records), and hewill then be
thrown intotheFire.” [Muslim]. i

Du'aa’

The Prophet said, “Du’aa’
(supplication) is the best
worship” [Al-‘Hakim & oth-
ers]. Therefore, Du’ad is an im-
portant act of worship, inwhichthe
slave calls upon his Lord with

humbl enessand submission.

Itisrecommendedin Du’ aa
that the person openshishandsand
raisethemup, toinsistinDu’aa’ by
repeatedly askingAllah, andtopray
to Allah while being certain that
Allahwill answer theDu'aa’. The
Prophet said, what trand ated means,
“NoMuslimon earth who praysto
Allah for something, but Allah
will grant himwhat heasksor will
divert from him a harm that is
equal to what he asks, unless he
praysfor asin to be committed or
for severing relations with rela-
tives, and unless he rushes the
granting of the supplication by
saying: | prayed and prayed but
my prayers were not answered.”
[At-Tirmithi].

T he Prophet said, what trans-
lated means, “He who dies
while manning an outpost
for thesakeof Allah will bespared
fromthepunishment of thegrave,
saved from the Great Fear (the
punishment in Hellfire), hewill be
given his sustenance from Para-
dise, and will be given thereward
of the person who ismanning the
outpost until the Day of Judge-
ment.” [Sahih Al-Jami’].

Healso said, what translated
means, “ Hewho spendssomething
for the sake of Allah, he will be
rewarded for it seven hundred
times.” [Sahih al-Jami’].

The Muslim Creed

9

August 2002 Vol. 10 No. 8




Character of the Muslim

I-Khushu’

(Part 1/2)

[lah has promised great
‘ \ rewards for those who

perform the prayer perfectly.
Abu Hurayrah narrated that the
Messenger of Allah, Salla Allahu
Alayhi Wasallam, said, what trans-
lated means, “Do you seeif there
was a river by the doorstep of one of
you in which he washes up five
times every day, will any part of his
Daran (bodily wastes, impurity)
remain?” The companions said,
“No. None of his Daran will remain.”
He said, “Such are the five (daily
compulsory) prayers, Allah erases
the sins by performing them.” [Al-
Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmithi & An-
Nasaii].

Khushu’ In the Prayer

Al-Khushu' meansto lower the
gaze and thevoice. It also meansto be
silent and fearful. Allah haspromised
great rewards and forgivenessfor those
who perform the obligatory prayers.
But thisreward will not beawarded in
full to everyonewho prays. Ammar ibn
Yasir said, “I heard the Messenger of
Allah say, ‘A man may finish his
prayer while being credited for one
tenth of hisprayer, or one ninth, or
oneeighth, or one seventh, or one
sixth, or onefifth, or afourth or a

third or one half.”” [Abu Dawood &
Sahih Al-Jami’].

In this Hadith, the Messenger
of Allah states that a person may
pray, but because he did not observe
the required Khushu' and concentra-
tion while praying, he will only gain
one tenth, or one ninth, etc., of his
prayer. lbn Abbas had affirmed this
meaning when he said, “Y ou will only
gain that part of your prayer during
which you have paid full attention (or
Khushu' and concentration).” All
these Texts testify to the fact that
observing Al-Khushu’ isacondition
for the prayer to be fully accepted, so
that one will be awarded its full
rewards from Allah. When Al-
Khushu' is perfect and complete, the
reward will also be complete; when
Al-Khushu' is less than perfect, the
prayer will be less perfect, accord-

ingly.

lose concentration and Khushu'),
Allah will then forgive his previous
sins.” In this Hadith which Al-
Bukhari and Muslim have narrated,
the Messenger of Allah states that the
great rewards that Allah has promised
for those who perform the prayer are
tied to the degree of Khushu' that one
observes while praying.

Satan Strives to Decrease
Al-Khushu’

Since Al-Khushu' is this
important to the Muslim, Satan, the
sworn enemy of Allah and of man-
kind, always tries his best to prevent
the Muslims from observing Al-
Khushu' while praying, so that they
will lose at least a part of the re-
wards. Abu Hurayrah narrated that
the Messenger of Allah said, what

Uthman
narrated that the
Messenger once
said, “He who
performs a Wudhu’

Satan, the sworn enemy of Allah and of
mankind, always tries his best to prevent
the Muslims from observing Al-Khushu’
while praying, so that they will lose at
least a part of the rewards.

(washing up for
prayer) similar to my Wudhu’, and
he then prays two (voluntary)
Rak’ahs, during which he does not
talk to himself (meaning does not

translated means, “When the prayer
is called for, Satan will depart while
passing gas, so that he does not
hear the Athan (that call to prayer).
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When the Athan is finished, he
comes back. When the Igamah (the
call to start the acts of the prayer)
starts, he departs. When the
Igamah finishes, he comes back
until he comesin between the
person and himself, saying, ‘Re-
member this, remember that,” for
what was not on his mind, until the
man does not know how many
(Rakah's) he has prayed.” [Al-
Bukhari & Muslim].

Al-Khushu’ is Obligatory

Allah said, what translated
means, ¢And seek help in patience
and the prayers and truly it is
extremely heavy and hard except for
Al-Khashi’in (those who practice Al-
Khushu').$ [2:45]. Ibn Taymiyyah
commented on thislast Ayah, saying,
“This indicates that those who are not
Khashi’un are criticized.” Thisis
because Allah does not like for a
person to find what Allah loves of
deeds and actions to be heavy and
burdensome, thus indicating that such

these last Ayat, saying, “Allah has
informed us that those described in
the Ayat will inherit Al-Firdaws,
indicating the others will not inherit
it. Therefore, those types of conducts
that the Ayat list are obligatory. This
is because if these deeds are only
encouraged, then inheriting Al-
Firdaws can be achieved without
performing them, for Paradiseis
acquired by fulfilling the obligations
rather than the encouraged acts.
Therefore, al these deeds that Allah
has mentioned are among the obliga-
tions.”

Al-Khushu’ is the Character
of the Prophets and the
Scholars

In Surat Al-Anbiyaa’, Allah
has praised several of His Prophets,
and then said, what translated means
4Verily, they used to hasten on to do
good deeds, and they used to call on
Us with hope and fear, and used to
humble themselves before Us.$
[21:90].

“You will only gain that part of
your prayer during which you
have paid full attention.” [lbn

Abbas].

Also, in Surat
Al-lsraa’, Allah has
described the
scholars that they
observe Al-
Khushu', ¢Verily!

attitude encourages abandoning of the
obligations. Since those who do not
have Khushu' are criticized, then
those who do observe Al-Khushu’ are
praised by Allah.

What provide further evidence
that Al-Khushu' is an obligation is,
¢Successful indeed are the
believers. Those who offer their
Salat (prayers) with all solemnity
and full Submissiveness.y [23:1-2],
until Allah said, §These are indeed
the inheritors. Who shall inherit the
Firdaws (Paradise). They shall dwell
therein forever.y [23:10-11]. Ibn
Taymiyyah also commented about

Those who were
given knowledge before it (the Jews
and the Christians like * Abdullah bin
Salam and Salman Al-Farisi), when it
is recited to them, fall down on their
faces in humble prostration. And
they say, “ Glory be to our Lord!
Truly, the Promise of our Lord must
be fulfilled.” And they fall down on
their faces weeping and it adds to
their humility.3 [17:107-109].

Next month, Allah willing, we
will list in detail how can on achieve
this most noble and required attribute,
hoping that Allah will benefit us from
what we read and aid us to achieve

this goal. [

he Messenger perfected

Prophet’s Conduct
T his conduct with Allah,
alwayspraisingandthank-

ing Him and always going back to
Him in repentance. He used to
stand up in voluntary prayer until
hisfeet wouldbecomeswollen. He
was then asked, “O Messenger of
Allah! Hasnot Allah forgivenyou
your previousand latter sins?’ He
said, “Should | then not be a
devotee, most grateful?” He also
said, “By Allah! | seek Allah’s
forgiveness and repent to Him
morethan seventytimesin aday.”
[Al-Bukhari].

The Messenger, SallaAl-
l[ahuAlayhi Wasallam, hadthemost
fear of Allahinhisheart. Abdullah
ibn Ash-Shikh-Khir said, “ Once, |
came to the Messenger of Allah
when hewas praying. Hewascry-
ing so much that a noi se was com-
ing from his chest, just like that of
aboilingpot.” [At-Tirmithi & Abu
Dawood].

Inaddition, theProphet had
the most courageous heart among
all people. Anas narrated that,
“Once, the people of Madinah got
frightened having heard an uproar
at night. So, the Prophet met the
people while he was riding an un-
saddled horse belonging to Abu
Tal”haand carrying hissword. He
said to them, ‘Don’t get scared,
don’t get scared.” Then he added,
‘I found it (the horse) very fast.””
[Al-Bukhari]. This story demon-
stratesthe Prophet’ sextraordinary
courage in responding to the up-
roar that has occurred in Madinah
late at night. When peopleof Ma-
dinahwereonly startingtorespond
totheuproar they heard, theProphet
had aready done that and then
cameback toinformthemthat there
was no cause for alarm.
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Hijab Q&A

| am ayoung Muslim woman
d Iman had entered my

heart since | waslittle. | grew
up inereligious conservative family
and | perform all prayersontime. |
do not take one step but with Allah as
my guide, and | always think about
myself on the Day of Judgment, and |
fear Allah. Despite al this, | do not
wear Hijab, even though | always
think about wearing it in the future.
Will | be rewarded with Hellfirein the
Hereafter?

Thisquestion entailstwo
A matters. Oneisthat she had

described herself of being
straight in the religion and having
grown up in agood righteous environ-
ment. If the reason for describing
herself as such isto thank Allah for
His gift of guidance, or to inform
others of such so they are encouraged
to follow her path, then thisis agood
intention that she will be rewarded for
it. Thisissimilar to Allah’s saying,
€And proclaim the Grace of your
Lord.$ [93:11], and the Prophet’s
saying, “He who resurrects a Sun-
nah in Islam, then he will get its
rewards and the rewards of all those
who perform it, without decreasing
any of their rewards.” [Al-Bukhari &
Muslim]. But if the reason for these

Family Corner

Sheikh Bin Uthaimeen

statementsisto praise oneself and
show off, then thisisan evil intention
and asinful deed, but | do not think
that this was her intention.

The second matter is her
abandoning Hijab as she had men-
tioned. Sheasksif shewill be pun-
ished for thisin the Hereafter. The
answer to thisis: Every person who
disobeys his Lord with sins not atoned
for by good deeds, then heisin
danger. If thisdeed entails Shirk or
Kufr that expels one from Islam, then
punishment is certain for he who
commits Kufr or Shirk in Allah. Allah
has said, € Verily, whosoever setsup
partnersin worship with Allah, then
Allah has forbidden Paradise for
him, and the Fire will be his abode.
And for the Thalimun (polytheists
and wrong-doers) thereare no
helpers.y [5:72], and, { Verily, Allah
forgives not that partners should be
set up with him in worship, but He
forgives except that (anything else) to
whom He pleases.} [4:48].

However, if the sinislessthan
Kufr and Shirk that expels one from
the folds of Islam, and it isnot asin
atoned for by the person’s good deeds,
then he will be under Allah’sWill and
Mercy, if He decides He will punish

him, or if He decides He will forgive
him.

The Hijab that the woman
must observeiscovering al of her
body when with other than her hus-
band or Ma hram (son, brother, uncle,
etc.), because Allah has said, 40
Prophet! Tell your wives and your
daughters and the women of the
believersto draw their cloaks (veils)
all over their bodies (screen them-
selves compl etely except the eyes or
one eye to see the way). That will be
better, that they should be known (as
free respectable women) so as not to
be annoyed. And Allah is Ever
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.$
[33:59]. And when ‘Aaishah, may
Allah be pleased with her, was asked
why the woman makes up the fasting
she misses due to her period and not
the prayer, she answered, “This used
to happen to us during the time of the
Messenger of Allah, and we were
commanded to make up the fast but
not the prayer.” Therefore, she has
madeAllah’s command asthe only
wisdom needed to implement it.

But even with Hijab, the
wisdom of legislating it is obvious.
Thewoman’srevealing of her beauty
isacause for calamities, and thiswill
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cause sin and vice to spread. And if
this happens, then thiswill lead to
total and compl ete destruction.

A manismarried and has
hildren, and hiswife wantsto
observethe | slamic code of
dress™®ut he objectsto that. What do
you advise himwith?

We advise himto fear Allah
A and to thank Him that he has

given him such awifewho
seekstoimplement Allah’'s Commands
regarding the code of dressand to
safeguard herself from trials and
calamities.

Allah hascommanded His
believing slavesto protect themselves
and their familiesfrom Hellfire, when
He said, 4O you who believel Ward
off from yourselves and your fami-
liesa Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men
and stones, over which are (ap-

pointed) angels stern and severe, who
disobey not, (from executing) the
Commands they receive from Allah,
but do that which they are
commanded.$ [66:6]. Also, the
Prophet had made the man responsible
for hisfamily, when he said, “The
man is responsible for hisfamily,
and he shall be questioned about his
responsibility.” [Al-Bukhari &
Muslim].

How, then, can this man seek
to force hiswife to abandon the
Islamic code of dress and instead opt
for an impermissible dressthat can be
the cause for many calamitiesfor her
and by her own hand? This man has
to fear Allah regarding himself and his
wife, and should thank Allah for such
arighteouswife.

Asfor thewoman, itis
impermissiblefor her to ever obey her
husband in the disobedience of Allah,
for thereis no obediencein the disobe-
dienceof Allah. i

Advice to Muslim Children

following points:

quickly and do not whine.

the Hereafter.

If you want success in life and in the Hereafter, then observe the

U Speak to your parents with respect and do not shout at them. Be
gentle with them and smile at them, and if they call you then answer them

U Always obey your parents except if they order you to do something
unlawful (‘Haram). Do thingsthat will please them even without them ask-
ing.

o Protect your parents' honor and reputation. Also, honor and respect

their friends and relativesin your parent’s life and after their death.

U Ask your parents for advise and involve them in your life, listen to
them when they speak, and stand up for them when they enter the room.

o Pray for your parentsin their life and after their death. Always ask
Allahto protect them, forgivetheir sins and make them among thewinnersin

[lah has ordained observ-
A ing As-Sabr (patience),

when He said, what trans-
lated means, O you who believe!
Endure and be more patient (than
your enemy), and guard your ter-
ritory by stationing army units
permanently at the places from
where the enemy can attack you,
and fear Allah, so that you may
be successful.g [3:200].

Women at the time of the
Messenger of Allah were firm in
their patience while facing vari-
ous hardships and calamities --
just like men were-- awaiting and
anticipating the reward with Al-
lah. Let today’s Muslim women
take these noted women as agood
examplein their behavior and con-
duct, for they are surly a good
examplefor oneto follow.

‘Ataa ibn Raba h related,
“Ibn *Abbas once said to me,
“Should | show you awoman from
among the people of Paradise? |
said, ‘Yes.” He said, ‘This dark
woman, who came to the Prophet,
saying, ‘| sometimesfall into bouts
of Sara’ (seizure), and then take
off my clothes, so ask Allah for
me (to cure me from thisillness).’
He said, ‘If you wish, you can
observe patience and then acquire
Paradise; or if you wish, | will
ask Allah for you so that He
heals you.” She said, ‘I will ob-
serve patience.’

The woman then said,
‘However, | take off my clothes,
so ask Allah for me that | do not
take off my clothes (while suffer-
ing from seizures).” The Prophet,
Salla Allahu Alayhi Wasallam
asked Allah for this on her be-
half.”” [Al-Bukhari & Muslim].
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Allah

The Right of...

[lah’ srights upon His
creation are the rights that
must be kept the most. Allah

isthe sole Creator and Sustainer of the
universe. Heisthe Almighty who
created everything with perfect Wis-
dom. Heisthe Onewhoinitiated
every being from nothing. Heisthe
Onewho protects peoplein their
mothers’ wombs, asinfants, as chil-
dren and as adults. He, alone, sustains
al beingsand providesthem with
every aspect of life. He has said,
4And Allah has brought you out
from the wombs of your mothers
while you know nothing. And He
gave you hearing, sight and hearts
that you might give thanks.3 [16:78].
If Allah deniesanyone sustenance, he
will beinstantly destroyed. Allah’'s
Mercy iswhat keeps humans aswell as
everything else.

Allah’scontrol over hisslaves
isperfect. Hisbountiesare countless.
If thisisHisrolein thelife of mankind,
then Hisrights are what one must keep
themost. Allah doesnot need suste-
nance from His slaves. He said, what
translated means, ¢We ask not of you
aprovision. We provide it for you.
And the good end is for the pious
(those who fear Allah).$ [20:132]. He
requires one thing from Hisslaves,
4And | (Allah) created not the Jinn
and mankind except they should
worship Me (alone).$ [51:56].

Allah only wants mankind to
worship Him alone and ascribe no
partners with Him in worship, and be
Hissincere slaves. He wantsthem to
surrender to Hiswill, asthey surrender
to His control, for the means of their
lives. Itisonly fair to worship only
the Onewho holdsthe existence of
everything and everyonein HisHands.
One should thank Allah Who, aone,
providesfor him, by worshipping Him
aone. Allah said, ¢And whatever of
blessings and good things you have,
it isfrom Allah. Then, when harm
touches you, unto Him you cry aloud
for help.$ [16:53].

What Allah requires His slaves
todoiseasy. He does not want
hardship to cometo those striving to
worship Him. He said, what translated
means, ¢And strive hard in Allah’s
cause as you ought to strive (with
sincerity). He has chosen you (to
convey Islam), and has not laid upon
you in religion any hardship, it isthe
religion of your father Abraham
(Islam). It isHe (Allah) who has
named you Muslims both before and
in this (the Quran), that the Messen-
ger (Mohammad) may be a witness
over you and you be withesses over
mankind. So offer prayer perfectly,
give Zakat (compulsory charity), and
hold fast to Allah, Heisyour Lord,
what an excellent Lord and what an
excellent helper! $ [22:78].

Allah wants usto worship Him
with sincerity, and to perform righ-
teous deeds. Five prayersaday bring
forgivenessfrom Him and purity inthe
heart. Muslims must try to perform
the prayer in the best form, €So keep
your duty to Allah as much as you
can.y [64:16]. Also, the Prophet said,
what translated means, “ Stand while
praying, if you can not then pray
while sitting, and if you cannot then
while laying on your side.” [Al-
Bukhari].

Allah aso wants His slaves to
pay asmall percentage of their money
to the poor, needy, strangerswho have
no money, theindebted and to others
who are eligibleto take money from
Zakat. Zakat isso minimal that it does
not harm therich, yet it provides
tremendous benefitsfor the poor.

Furthermore, Allah requires
fasting in the lunar month of Ra-
madhan. He said in the Quran, what
translated means, ¢So whoever of you
sightsthe (crescent on the first night
of) the month (of Ramadhan), he must
fast that month, and whoever isill or
on ajourney, the same number (of
days he misses) from other days.$
[2:185].
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In addition, Pilgrimageto forbidden on us. by far. The reward is4¢And whoever
Makkah oncein alifetimeisobliged isremoved away from the Fire and
upon all Muslimsif they are ableto do Abovementioned arethe admitted to Paradise, heindeed is
so. Ingenera, we havetheobligation  dutiesof Allah’s slavestowards Him. successful. Thelife of thisworldis
to abide by all of Allah’sorders,andto  They are not difficult to perform, and only the enjoyment of deception.$
stay away from al what Hehad made  thereward outweighstherequirements  [3:185] i

Allah’s Names & Attributes

1-- The foundation upon which Iman in Allah’s Names and Attributes is based is to affirm for Allah what He has
affirmed for Himself or His Messenger, SallaAllahuAlayhi Wasallam, has affirmed for Him. Thisisto be donewithout
likening His Names and Attributes with those of His creation (Tamthil) nor saying how the modality of His Names and
Attributes are (Takyif). It also entails negating from Allah what He has negated from Himself or His Messenger has
negated from Him, without distorting (Tahrif) or negating (Ta'til) theliteral meaningsof HisNamesandAttributes. Allah
has said, ¢Nothing is as His likeness and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.y [42:11].

All this has to be accompanied with faith in the literal meanings of those Texts which mention Allah’s Names and
Attributes and what they point to in meaning.

2-- Likening Allah’s Names and Attributeswith those of Hiscreation (Tamthil) and denial of HisNamesand Attributes
(Ta'til) constitute Kufr.

Asfor distortion of theliteral meanings of His Names and Attributes (Tahrif)—which some heretics call “ Ta wil”—
some forms of it constitute Kufr, such as the metaphorical interpretations of the Batini sects. Other forms constitute
heresy, such asthe metaphorical interpretati ons of thosewho negateAllah’ sAttributes. Other formsoccur by mere mistakes.

The Quran is Allah’s Speech

The Quran is the literal Speech of Allah in both its wording and meanings, and it is not one of His creations.
From Allah it has proceeded and before the Day of Judgment it will be raised from earth and will return to Him.

. It isamiracle that can never be reproduced by man, and it indicates of the truthfulness of Prophet Mohammad,
SalaAllahu Alayhi Wasallam. Itstext and meaning are preserved from corruption or ateration until the Day of Resur-
rection.

. Allah speakswhat Hewills, when Hewills, and in the manner Hewills. His Speech occurring through lettersand
with aVoiceisareality. We do not possess knowledge of the modality of His Speech nor do we delveinto that.

. The statement that Allah’s Speech consists of the meanings of the Quran in exclusion to its wording, that the
Quranisonly areflex (Hikayah or ‘ Ibarah) of Allah’s Speech, that the QuranisAllah’s Speech only in afigurative sense,
that the Quran is an outpouring from the Active Intellect (Fayd), or what resembles that, are al deviation, and at times
Kufr.

. Whoever denies anything from the Quran or claimsthat del etion, addition or corruption of its Text has occurred,
IsaKafir.
. It is required to interpret the Quran in accordance to the recognized methodology of the Salaf, that is, by the

Quran and the Sunnah, then by the statements of the Prophet’s companions, and then by the statements of their followers.
It isimpermissible to interpret the Quran by sheer opinion, and doing so isto speak about Allah without knowledge. To
interpret the Quran by the allegorical esoteric interpretations of the Batiniyyah sect or in asimilar manner is Kufr.
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Our Objectives

. To project aclear image of the religion of 1slam in accor-
dance with the Quran and Sunnah asunderstood by as-Salaf as-Saleh
(pious predecessors).

. Towarn Mudlimsagainst all typesof Shirk (Polytheism) and
Bidah (innovation) related to religion, and against the sacrileges,
the fabricated weak Hadith (Prophetic traditions) which mar the
beauty of Islam.

. To oppose and refute the advent tenets and ideol ogies such
asathei sm, communism and sectarianism.

Join Ud!

Please verify your correct name and
address on the mailing label. If it is
incorrect, mail or fax this page with
corrections, or send us email. If you
know of someone who might be
interested in receiving a complemen-
tary issue of TheMuslimCreed, please
mail or fax the form to us, or send us
email. We'll see that they get a copy.
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Company Name

Address

. To cooperate with Sunni Muslim organizations to achieve
the above objectives. city Sate Zip
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. To propagate | slam amongst non-Muslims.
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